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The science of the Arabic language known as basically translated as Arabic grammar and Arabic syntax is a topic through which we learn to correctly convey meaning in Arabic, form coherent sentences, and protect ourselves from verbal error. Where Lexicology and Arabic Morphology are concerned with being able to work with the internals of
words, Arabic grammar is concerned with being able to work with the endings of words in order to read and comprehend in a sentential milieu.Arabic grammar ( /naw/) is centered around a single topic; grammatical inflection. Anything studied in the language is studied onlybecause it relates to this issue. It is a feat of staggering genius on the partof
medieval grammarians that almost all aspects of the Arabic language are coveredjust by concentrating on the issue of grammatical inflection. In studying the rules of Arabic grammar, we start withthis topic, and it branches out to cover the entire language.How we Study Arabic GrammarThe following is a breakdown of how we approach and study
Arabic grammar here at Learn Arabic Online. This approach allows us to cover all the core issues.1.some basicsa.Arabic words a look at the different types of words in the language and how theyredivided and categorizedb.Arabic phrases a close look at some of the morecommon phrasal structures, serving to introduce some key concepts
andterminologyc.Arabic sentences a look at the different types ofsentences as preparation for more advanced Arabic grammar rules2.grammatical inflection the study ofwhat grammatical inflection is, how it works, and the different grammatical states3.inflection in Arabic words a deep look at those words in the language that inflect and those that do
not4.reflectionand diptotes the study of how grammatical statesare represented on different types of words that do inflect5.the grammatical states the study of each grammatical state and when it is useda.nominal sentences this topic covers about30% of the grammatical statesb.verbal sentences and Arabic adverbs this topic covers about 20% of
thegrammatical statesc.other verbal associates (circumstantial adverb, exclusion, Tamyiz) this topiccovers about 10% of the grammatical statesd.the genitive states this topic covers about 5%of the grammatical statese.grammatical states of verbs this topic covers about 30% of the grammatical statesf.grammatical extension this topic concludes the
discussion on grammatical states6.side topics and advanced Arabic grammarrulesa.definitenessb.gender in Arabicc.plurality in Arabicd.Arabic numbersThe rest of this tutorial gives some introductory datadealing with the different types of words, phrases, and sentences in thelanguage. This paves the way for the study of further grammar topics and
helps putfurther tutorials into perspective. But one must realize that an essential partof learning the grammar of any language is practicing through reading. In orderto learn Arabic grammar correctly,theory must be supplemented by reading texts with and without vowels in frontof a teacher. This can only be achieved through Arabic courses such as
the ShariahProgram.If youd like a video intro on these Arabic grammar topics, click the image below and fill the short form for free instant access: Map of the Languageutteranceunpointedcoinedgroupof wordswordphrasesentenceAny sound released from the mouth of a human is termed bythe Arabs as utterance () /lafz/. Now utterance may be
sensible or it maynot be. Sensible utterance is that which makes sense to the Arabs, and it istermed coined utterance () /maudhoo3/. Non-sensible utterance is that whichdoes not carry any meaning for the Arabs. This includes things like foreignspeech, awkward sounds, and so forth, and it is termed unpointed utterance () /muhmal/.Coined utterance
is then either realized as single words () /kalima/, or as multiple words () /kalam/. If these multiple words have a copula (alink between the subject and predicate) then the speech is termed a sentence() /jumla/. Otherwise, the speech is known as aphrase ( )/kalam ghayr mufeed/. Examples of sentences are he is back and I ate the apple,where is is the
copula in the first sentence and the copula in the secondsentence is abstract. Examples of phrases include the old woman across thestreet. Within these words there is no copula, hence the speech is a phrase.Words in Arabic GrammarwordparticlesverbsnounsWords are divided into three categories which are mutuallyexclusive and cover all words in
the language. The first category is callednoun () /ism/ and it includes what we know in Englishas nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs. The second category is that ofverbs () /fel/. And finally, the third category is thatof particles () /harf/ which include English prepositions,articles, conjunctions, and particles. Note that particle is a catch-all
termthat includes things like interjections and other words that are notwell-categorized.nounspronounsadjectivesadverbsverbsprepositionsarticlesconjunctionsparticles (such as most interjections)Practice: Under which of the three categories inArabic would the following English words fits?boycheapwithinanliftedbrowniessilentlyOh no!ourPhrases in
Arabic GrammarThere are many types of phrases in the language. Most ofthem are introduced at calculated points in time, but two are of very specialinterest due to their productiveness and pedagogical benefits. These are covered below under the heading Arabic Phrases.Sentences in Arabic GrammarsentenceverbalnominalThere are two main types
of sentences; nominal and verbal.The former is that sentence which effectively begins with a noun, and thelatter is that which effectively begins with a verb. There are actually otherways in which we can categorize different types of sentences, but this methodis by far the most productive and by far the most relevant. Other methods ofcategorization
will be introduced in subsequent tutorials as needed.Having now introduced the 3 parts of speech in Arabic by comparing them to the English parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, etc.), well now proceed to develop them further.Defining and Categorizing the Parts of Speech in ArabicAs mentioned in the introduction above, words in
Arabic are divided into three categories. Thefollowing is a more detailed treatment of this. pl. (noun): This category is defined as thosewords that impart a single meaning on their ownand do not afford a tense. Roughly speaking, this is equivalent to whatwe know in English as nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs. pl. (verb): This category is
defined as thosewords that impart a single meaning on their ownand afford a tense. This is exactly what we in English know as verbs. pl. (particle): This category is defined asthose words that do not impart a meaning on their own . Roughly speaking, thisis equivalent to what we know in English as prepositions, conjunctions,articles, and other
particles.Particles dont impart a meaning on their own. This meansthat they are only understood when other words are mentioned along with them.In fact, their very purpose is to expose certain attributes in the words aroundthem. For example, the word and cannot be understood fully unless it hassomething to its right and left, as in you and I. The
purpose of and inthis example is to expose the attribute of conjunction in the words you and I.Another example is the word from. On its own, it doesnt give a clear meaningand it needs to have something after it, as in from Basra. In the example,the word from exposes the attribute within Basra of being an origin. Withoutfrom, this attribute would not
have otherwise been apparent.Hence any word that does not impart a meaning of its ownaccord, rather it helps expose attributes of other words, is a particle. Ifthis is not the case, then the word is either a noun or a verb.Now, nouns do not afford a tense whereas verbs do. Considerthe word yesterday. This is either a noun or a verb since it imparts a
singlemeaning on its own. But which of the two is it? The word yesterday, althoughits meaning has something to do with time, does not afford a tense. Hence it isa noun. On the other hand, a word such as go does afford a tense (the futurein this case). Hence it is a verb.These three categories cover all of the words in the Arabiclanguage and they are
mutually exclusive. That is to say, any given word mustfit into one, and only one, of the above.NounsNouns are categorized in many ways. Here is a short lesson on the types of noun in Arabic grammar. It gives you a list of all the useful ways in which a noun can be classified. This includes based on gender (masculine vs. feminine), based on plurality
(singular, dual, and plural), based on grammatical reflection (those that reflect and show their grammatical case and those that do not), definiteness, gender and other considerations.gender: all nouns areeithero masculine oro feminineplurality: all nouns areeithero singular,o dual, oro pluralderivation: all nouns areeithero not derived and nothing is
derived from them,o a source of derivation (also known as a gerund), oro derived from a gerunddefiniteness: all nouns areeithero indefinite oro definitegrammatical reflectiono many sub-categoriesVerbsArabic morphologyhas its own way of classifying and dealing with verbs. The main topic ofgrammar, however, is grammaticalinflection. In light of
this concept, grammar divides verbs into thefollowing categories. (perfect): the past tense verb (imperfect): this includes the present,future, prohibition and all variations (imperative): this includes only theactive, second-person conjugations of the command verbThe Grammatical Inflectiontutorial discusses which of the above types of verbs inflect for
grammaticalcase, and the Grammatical Reflection tutorialdiscusses how that inflection is reflected on the verb.ParticlesThere are less than 80 particles in the entire language. Dueto the number being so small, it is possible to categorize them based on theirmeanings and their effects, explaining the meaning of each particle one by one.Particles are
divided into the following 15 categories.1.:genitival particles2.: the particles that resemble verbs3.: conjunctions (e.g. and)4.: particles used for alerting (e.g. Hey!)5.: vocative particles (e.g. O)6.: particles for affirmative answers (e.g. yes)7.:particles used for negative answers (e.g. never)8.: extra9.: particles that introduce an explanatory sentence (e.g.
i.e.)10.: gerundival particles11.: particles use for prodding12.:particles used to indicate nearness in time or certainty (e.g. has/had)13.: interrogative particles14.:conditional particles15.MiscellaneousSince there are so many categories, they will not be discussedat this point.Having now developed the 3 parts of speech to some extent, lets now speak
about the phrase in Arabic grammar. The rest of this tutorial will deal with the most common phrase structures in Arabic grammar.Intro to Phrases in Arabic GrammarWhen we talk about speech in Arabic grammar, we typically divide itinto three categories:wordsphrasessentencesThere are many types of phrases in the language over adozen, in fact.
Each of these are introduced slowly and gradually as a student studiessentences and grammatical structures. They are studied as needed and asencountered.Two types of phrases, however, are of fundamental importanceand they are very productive in the language. These are:the adjectival phrase (anoun and an adjective describing it)the possessive
phrase (twonouns, one belonging to the other)The Adjectival PhraseWhat is the English Equivalent?Examples of this type of phrase in English include the ferociouslion, the slow children, an unfortunate accident.Notice that we have two words the first is an adjectiveand the second is the noun that it describes or qualifies. And needless to say,the
adjective will always stay the same while the noun that it describes can beof any gender, plurality, or definiteness. For example, we can sayGender: the ferocious lionand the ferocious lionessPlurality: the ferocious lionand the ferocious lionsDefiniteness: the ferociouslion and a ferocious lionHow is this Done in Arabic?So lets take a look at how this
adjectival phrase works inArabic. In order to do this, consider the example below.the ferocious lionThe first thing to notice is that, in Arabic, the noun comesfirst and the adjective follows it (reading from right to left, of course). Inthe example, the word is the noun and it is called (one being described) and is the adjective and it is termed
(description).Definitionsthe one beingdescribed; must come firstthe description;must come secondA single noun may have many successive adjectives, as in thefollowing example.the slow, fatchildrenArabic Grammar RulesUnlike in English, where the adjective stays the same andthe noun inflects for gender, plurality, and definiteness, both parts in
Arabicmust match. And the aspects in which they match are four:1.gender masculine or feminine2.plurality singular, dual, or plural3.definiteness definite or indefinite4d.grammatical case nominative,accusative, or genitiveThat is to say, if the noun being described is masculine,then the adjective(s) will also be masculine. If it is feminine, then
theadjective(s) will also be feminine. And similarly, the adjective(s) will followthe noun in being singular, dual, plural, definite, indefinite, nominative,accusative, and genitive. The grammatical case of the noun will be based on thecircumstances of the sentence. But the case of the adjective will have tomatch.Grammar Rulethe form of alladjectives of a
noun must be chosen to match the noun in gender, plurality,definiteness, and grammatical caseBelow are a few examples. Confirm that the noun and itsadjective(s) are matching in gender. There are 4ways in which a noun could be feminine but, usually, words in Arabic arefeminine if they end in the round , and they are masculine
otherwise.ArabicEnglisha pure (female) babya broken tableZaid the miserlythe Mediterranean SeaBelow are a few more illustrations of the noun and adjective.Confirm that they match in plurality. If a noun is dual, it will end in eitherthe or the suffix. Pluralityis more complicated.ArabicEnglishtwo knowledgeable pharmaciststhe practical aspectthe
small childrenConfirm that the words below match in definiteness. A wordcan be definite in 7 ways. Some of these include having the prefix, being a proper noun, and beingpossessive.ArabicEnglishhis long bookZaid the thiefgood luckFinally, confirm that the words below match in grammaticalcase. Grammatical case can bereflected in 9 ways but,
usually, a word is said to be nominative if its lastletter has a , accusative if it has a , and genitive if it has a .ArabicEnglishan extreme feara boring showthe difficult homeworkBut it is important to understand that all of gender,plurality, definiteness, and grammatical case are non-trivial issues. They havetheir rulings and their place in Arabic grammar.
To get an idea of this, below isa noun-adjective phrase which does notseemingly match in three of the four mentioned aspects. In reality, the wordsdo match, but this will only become apparent after studying more grammar.ArabicEnglishcongested streetsThe Possessive PhraseWhat is the English Equivalent?The English equivalent of a possessive
phrase is, forexample, the pelicans bill or one can say the bill of the pelican.Notice that two nouns are used here. With the adjectivalphrase, one noun and one adjective was used. Moreover, both nouns will inflectfor gender, plurality, and definiteness and each worries about its owninflection. In the adjectival phrase, it was only the noun that inflected
forthese things and the adjective simply followed suit.Consider the phrases below for tangible examples of gender,plurality, and definiteness. Read these examples, but do not spend too mucheffort analyzing them; they are here simply to illustrate a point and are notmeant to be the topic of discussion.Gender:oboth masculine: a mans sonolst
masculine and2nd feminine: a mans daughterolst feminine and2nd masculine: a womans sonoboth feminine: a womansdaughterPluralityoboth singular: thepelicans billo1st singular and2nd plural: the pelicans eyesolst plural and 2ndsingular: the pelicans homeoboth plural: the pelicansbillsDefinitenessodefinite: the pelicansbilloindefinite: a
pelicansbillHow is this Done in Arabic?Consider the example below.the pelicans billNotice that in Arabic, we follow the X of Ystructure, where the thing being possessed comes first and the one possessingit comes second. In the example, the first noun the thing possessed is and it is termed the . The second noun the possessor is and it is termed the
.Definitionsthe thingpossessed; must come firstthe possessor;must come secondA point worth noting here is that this phrase doesnt alwaysdenote possession; it merely establishes a form of association between the twonouns thats a lot like possession. Compare the translations in the examplesbelow for an idea of what this really means. Sometimes the
second noungenuinely doesnt possess the first, and sometimes its the translation thatdistorts the possession.ArabicEnglisha ring (made) of silverthe houses door(the house doesnt own the door)night prayer (prayer of the night)earlobes (lobes of the ears)Arabic Grammar RulesWhen speaking about the adjectival phrase, recall that weconsidered four
aspects:genderpluralitydefinitenessgrammatical caseGender & PluralityBoth the first and second noun in a possessive phrase worryabout their own gender and plurality, just as in English. Consider the examplesbelow.ArabicEnglisha mans sona womans sona mans daughtera womans daughterArabicEnglishthe pelicans billthe pelicans eyesthe pelicans
resting-placethe pelicans billsAnd etc. for dualsDefinitenessAs for definiteness, however, the first noun derives itsdefiniteness from the second. If the second is definite, so too will the firstbe definite. And if the second isindefinite, then the first will be indefinite also. This is the same in English.Consider the following.ArabicEnglishthe pelicans billa
pelicans billAside: A small point to note here is that evenwhen the second noun is indefinite, the first noun may be indefinite, but itdoes have some specificity. For example, in the phrase a pelicans bill theword bill may be indefinite, but its still slightly specific in the sensethat we know its a pelicans bill and not an eagles, or a sparrows, or anyother
birds.As a result of this definiteness situation, the first nounin a possessive phrase will never have the definite article , nor will it have nunation (). Moreover, the that is the suffix for duality andmasculine sound plurality will also drop.Grammar Rulethe first noun ina possessive phrase will never have ,,the of duality, nor the of masculine
pluralityConsider the examples below. Notice that the first word doesnot have any of the four mentioned affixes.ExampleGrammatical CaseWhen we talked about the adjectival phrase, we said that thegrammatical case of the noun whatever it may be will carry over to theadjective. Here however, the first noun whatever its grammatical case may be
will always render the second noun genitive. And this is clear from all theexamples above; the first noun will be reflected based on the circumstances ofthe sentence, and the second noun will be fixed genitive.Grammar Rulethe grammaticalcase of the first noun in a possessive phrase will be determined by externalfactors; the grammatical case of the
second noun will always be genitiveSummarythe ferocious lionAdjectival Phrasethe noun comes first andthe adjective(s) followthe adjectives must matchthe noun inogenderopluralityodefinitenessothe grammatical case of thenoun will be determined by external factors; the case of the adjectives will bedetermined by the noun (they will match it)the
pelicans billPossessive Phrasethe thing possessed (anoun) comes first and the owner (also a noun) comes secondthe meaning of thisstructure is not always that of possession as its generally understoodthe two nouns worry abouttheir own gender and pluralitythe definiteness of thefirst noun is determined by that of the second nounthe first noun will
neverhave , , nor the suffix of the dual or sound masculinepluralthe grammatical case of thefirst noun will be determined by external factors; the case of the second nounwill always be genitiveExercisesBelow is a list of very common phrases both adjectival andpossessive. Read each one carefully and try your best to verify that theassociated Arabic
grammar rules are being applied.Notice that some of the adjectival phrases have multiple adjectives,some of the possessive phrases are compound, and some phrases are a combinationof the two types. See if you can confirm that the rules youve learned apply ineach of these complex cases.PhraseTranslation (notnecessarily indicative of the Arabic
structure)the United Nationsthe American Unites States(i.e. the United States of America)the Red Crossthe Saudi Arabian kingdom(i.e. the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia)the first World Warthe white, middle sea(i.e. the Mediterranean Sea)morning of good(i.e. good morning)response to good morninggood luckmountain of Sinai(i.e. Mount Sinai)place of
safetywide of range(i.e. wide-ranging)as much as possibledecision-maker (bourgeoisie)deserver of first praise (i.e. most deserving, also first one to dosomething)faculty of medicinesound plural of the masculine(i.e. sound masculine plural)the website for the learning of the Arabic languageThe Arabic language, has a unique sentence structure, with its
rich history and complexity. Understanding the rules of sentence formation in Arabic can greatly enhance your language skills and communication abilities.In this article, Hamil Al Quran Academy will explore the word order in Arabic sentences, subject-verb agreement, types of sentences, noun phrases, verb tenses, imperative and conditional
sentences, as well as complex sentence structures.By delving into these aspects of Arabic grammar, you will gain a deeper understanding of how to construct clear and concise sentences. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced learner of Arabic, mastering sentence structure is essential for effective communication.So lets dive into the intricacies
of Arabic syntax and unlock the key to expressing yourself fluently in this beautiful language.The word order in Arabic sentences generally follows a subject-verb-object pattern, although it is flexible.In questions, the word order can change to verb-subject-object. For example, instead of saying You speak Arabic, you would say Do you speak Arabic?
This inversion helps to indicate a question.In conditional sentences, the verb tense can change based on the condition being discussed. If the condition is likely to happen in the future, the present tense is used in both the if-clause and result clauses. However, if the condition is unlikely or impossible to happen in reality, then the past tense is used in
both clauses.Its important to pay attention to these variations in word order and verb tense when constructing sentences in Arabic.Contractions can make Arabic sentences more enjoyable and relatable by ensuring subject-verb agreement.Subject-verb agreement in Arabic is crucial for constructing grammatically correct sentences. In Arabic, the verb
forms change depending on the subject of the sentence. This means that the verb must agree with the subject in terms of gender, number, and person.By using contractions, such as combining the subject pronouns with their corresponding verbs, you can easily achieve subject-verb agreement. For example, instead of saying ana atakallam (I speak),
you can contract it to atakallam (I speak).This not only simplifies the sentence structure but also adds a level of fluency to your speech or writing.So next time you want to express yourself in Arabic, remember that contractions are your allies in achieving proper subject-verb agreement.Imagine youre talking to a friend, and they ask you, Can you tell
me about the different types of sentences in Arabic? Well, my friend, let me break it down for you.Here are four key points about the types of sentences in Arabic:Sentence structure variations in different Arabic dialects: The structure of sentences can vary across different dialects of Arabic. While Modern Standard Arabic follows a more formal
sentence structure, spoken dialects may have their own unique rules.The role of punctuation marks in Arabic sentence structure: Punctuation marks play a crucial role in determining the meaning and structure of a sentence in Arabic. They help indicate pauses, emphasis, and grammatical relationships between words.Declarative sentences: These are
simple statements that express facts or opinions. They usually consist of a subject followed by a verb and sometimes an object or complement.Interrogative sentences: These are questions that seek information or clarification. They often begin with interrogative particles like (ma) or (hal) and have an inverted word order compared to declarative
sentences.So there you have it! A brief overview of the different types of sentences in Arabic with its variations among dialects and the importance of punctuation marks in conveying meaning accurately.Intriguingly, noun phrases in Arabic sentences add depth and vividness to the language, painting a colorful picture of the speakers thoughts.The
structure of noun phrases in Arabic is quite different from English. In Arabic, the noun phrase generally follows a specific pattern: definite article + adjective (if any) + noun + case ending. This structure allows for flexibility in word order, as the case ending indicates the role of the noun within the sentence.There are three main cases in Arabic:
NominativeGenitiveAccusative.Each case conveys different meanings and functions within a sentence. The use of these cases adds precision and clarity to Arabic sentences, helping to convey nuanced information about relationships between nouns in Arabic grammar and their surrounding context.Understanding noun phrase structure and case usage
in Arabic is essential for mastering this beautiful language.Verb tenses in Arabic sentence structure can transport you to a world of linguistic beauty. The precise conjugation and placement of verbs bring life and rhythm to every sentence. In Arabic, verb tenses play a crucial role in expressing time, aspect, and mood. Here are four key aspects to
understand verb tenses in Arabic sentence structure:Conjugation: Verbs in Arabic change their form according to the subject, tense, and mood.Past Tense: Used for actions that have already happened.Present Tense: Used for actions happening now or as a general truth.Future Tense: Used for actions that will happen later.Mastering verb conjugation
in Arabic sentences allows you to express yourself accurately and precisely. Whether you want to describe past events or make plans for the future, understanding verb tenses brings depth and complexity to your communication.Interestingly, in Arabic sentences, the placement of adjectives adds an exquisite touch to the overall meaning and tone.
Unlike in English, where adjectives generally precede the noun, in Arabic, the adjective usually comes after the noun it describes. This unique word order in Arabic sentences allows for more flexibility and creativity when expressing ideas.By placing the adjective after the noun, emphasis can be placed on certain qualities or characteristics. For
example, in English, saying the big house puts equal emphasis on both size and house. However, in Arabic, one could say the house big, highlighting the size as a more important feature. This subtle difference in adjective placement can greatly impact how a sentence is perceived and understood.Such a distinction in adjective placement makes Arabic
sentence structure truly fascinating.You should pay attention to the role of prepositions in how sentences are constructed in Arabic and how they contribute to conveying meaning. Prepositions play a crucial role in Arabic sentence structure as they establish relationships between different elements within a sentence. They indicate direction, location,
time, possession, and much more. The correct use of prepositions is essential for expressing ideas accurately and precisely.However, many learners make common mistakes when using prepositions in Arabic sentences. One mistake is using the wrong preposition or omitting it altogether. To avoid this error, it is important to understand the specific
meanings and usages of different prepositions.Another mistake is placing the preposition in the wrong position in the sentence. To rectify this error, one must be familiar with the appropriate placement of prepositions according to Arabic grammar rules.By understanding the role of prepositions and avoiding these common mistakes, you can enhance
your proficiency in constructing meaningful Arabic sentences.Questioning is an important aspect of communication, and in Arabic, interrogative sentences allow you to inquire and seek information effectively. The word order in interrogative sentences is different from declarative ones. Typically, the verb comes before the subject in a sentence. For
example, instead of saying You are going? like in English, you would say Are you going?In Arabic, there are different types of question words that can be used to form interrogative sentences. These include words like (when), (where), (how), and (why). By understanding the word order and using appropriate question words, you can construct
meaningful questions and engage in effective communication in Arabic.Now that you understand how to form interrogative sentences in Arabic, lets move on to imperative sentences.In these types of sentences, the speaker gives a direct command or request to the listener. Imperative sentences are an essential part of communication, as they allow us
to express our desires and expectations clearly.When constructing imperative sentences in Arabic, it is important to consider politeness markers such as please or if you would. These markers help maintain a respectful tone and show consideration to the listener.Politeness is highly valued in Arab culture, so using appropriate markers in imperative
sentences is crucial for effective communication. By understanding the cultural implications behind imperative sentences in Arabic, you will be able to navigate social interactions with ease and respect.The importance of politeness markersDifferent ways to express commandsCultural significance of politeness in languageUnderstanding social
hierarchies through imperativesThe impact of word choice on perceived politenessImagine a situation where youre having a conversation in Arabic and you want to talk about conditional sentences. Conditional clauses in Arabic are used to express hypothetical situations or conditions. They are formed by using conditional conjunctions such as (if) or
(if only). These conjunctions are followed by the verb in the present tense, which is then followed by the result of the condition. For example, if you want to saylf I have time, I will visit you, you would say . In this sentence, is the conditional conjunction, is the verb in the present tense, and is the result of the condition. Using conditional sentences adds
depth and complexity to your conversations in Arabic.Understanding complex sentences and subordination in Arabic will empower you to express your thoughts and emotions with greater clarity and depth.Subordination in Arabic is a key aspect of constructing complex sentences, where one clause depends on another for its meaning. There are
different types of subordination in Arabic, such as adverbial clauses, relative clauses, and complement clauses.Adverbial clauses provide information about time, place, or condition. For example, When it rains, the streets become slippery.Relative clauses give additional information about a noun or pronoun. For instance, The book that I read was very
interesting.Complement clauses function as the object of a verb or preposition. An example is I know that he is coming tomorrow.By mastering these structures and functions of complex sentences in Arabic, you will be able to express yourself more effectively and eloquently.Mastering common sentence patterns in Arabic will enhance your ability to
express yourself with fluency and precision.One important aspect of sentence structure in Arabic is verb conjugation. In Arabic sentences, the verb must agree in gender, number, and person with the subject of the sentence. This means that you need to understand how to correctly conjugate verbs based on the pronoun used in the sentence.Pronoun
usage is another key element of Arabic sentence structure. Pronouns are used differently in Arabic compared to English, as they can be attached to verbs or nouns directly instead of being separate words. Understanding how pronouns are used and where they are placed within a sentence will help you construct accurate and coherent sentences in
Arabic.Of course, if you like to master the intricate and mesmerizing world of Arabic sentence structure, you should seek the best online Arabic courses or classes that fit your schedule and needs.With its unique word order, subject-verb agreement, and various types of sentences, Arabic proves to be a linguistic wonder.Noun phrases beautifully
complement the verbs in every tense imaginable.And lets not forget the commanding imperatives and captivating conditionals that add depth to your expressions.In this complex language, subordination reigns supreme, creating an enchanting dance of words.So go forth and conquer the art of Arabic sentence patterns with confidence and flair!Arabic
is a Semitic language with a rich linguistic history and a complex structure that is quite distinct from English and other Indo-European languages. Understanding the sentence structure of Arabic is crucial for learners and linguists alike. Here, well delve into the core aspects of Arabic sentence construction, highlighting its unique characteristics and
rules.Basic Arabic sentence structure TypesArabic sentence structure can be broadly classified into two types: nominal sentences () and verbal sentences (). A nominal sentence begins with a noun or pronoun and typically consists of a subject () and a predicate (). Example: (al-baytu jameelun) The house is beautiful. In this sentence, (the house) is the
subject, and (beautiful) is the predicate. A verbal sentence begins with a verb and is usually followed by the subject and the object. Example: (kataba al-taalibu al-darsa) The student wrote the lesson. Here, (wrote) is the verb, (the student) is the subject, and (the lesson) is the object.Sentence Components Arabic verbs convey more grammatical
information than their English counterparts, including tense, mood, voice, and person. Verbs are usually placed at the beginning of verbal sentences. They agree with the subject in gender and number. The subject can either follow the verb in verbal sentences or precede the predicate in nominal sentences. It must agree with the verb in both gender
and number. In verbal sentences, the object follows the subject. The object is often marked by an accusative case ending (usually a final -a).Word OrderArabic word order is relatively flexible compared to English. However, the most common word orders are: Verb-Subject-Object (VSO): (kataba al-waladu al-kitaab) The boy wrote the book. Subject-
Verb-Object (SVO): (al-waladu kataba al-kitaab) The boy wrote the book.The VSO order is more formal and common in written Arabic, whereas SVO can be found in both written and spoken forms.Agreement and CasesArabic employs a case system to indicate the grammatical function of words in a sentence. The three main cases are: Nominative ():
Usually indicated by a final -u or -un, used for subjects and nominal predicates. Accusative (): Indicated by a final -a or -an, used for direct objects. Genitive (): Indicated by a final -i or -in, used after prepositions and to indicate possession.Additional Elements Adjectives follow the noun they modify and agree in gender, number, definiteness, and case.
Example: (kitaabun kabeerun) A big book. Prepositional phrases often consist of a preposition followed by a noun in the genitive case. Example: (fi al-bayti) In the house. Pronouns can be attached to verbs, prepositions, and nouns to indicate possession or object pronouns. Example: (kitaabuhu) His book.Complex SentencesArabic complex sentences
are formed using conjunctions (such as (and), (or), (but)) to link clauses. Subordinate clauses often follow a relative pronoun such as / (who, which).Example: (uhibbu al-kitaab al-ladhi garatahu) I love the book that you read.ConclusionUnderstanding Arabic sentence structure requires familiarity with its unique components and rules. The flexibility in
word order, the case system, and the agreement rules all contribute to the richness of Arabic syntax. By mastering these elements, learners can gain a deeper appreciation and proficiency in the Arabic language. Arabic syntax, or the structure of Arabic sentences, is a fascinating subject for language learners. Understanding the intricacies of sentence
structure and word order is crucial for mastering the language. Arabic, a Semitic language, has a unique grammatical framework that differs significantly from English and other Indo-European languages. This article will delve into the key aspects of Arabic syntax, shedding light on sentence structure and word order to help learners gain a deeper
understanding and proficiency in the language.Basic Sentence StructureAt its core, an Arabic sentence can be divided into two main types: nominal sentences and verbal sentences. Each type has distinct characteristics and rules.Nominal SentencesNominal sentences, known as jumla ismiyya in Arabic, are sentences that begin with a noun or
pronoun. These sentences do not require a verb to be complete, which is a major difference from English. A typical nominal sentence structure is:Noun (or Pronoun) + PredicateFor example: (al-liba dhakiyya) The student is intelligent. (huwa awl) He is tall.In these sentences, the subject is explicitly stated, and the predicate provides information about
the subject. The predicate can be an adjective, noun, or prepositional phrase.Verbal SentencesVerbal sentences, known as jumla filiyya in Arabic, begin with a verb. The structure of verbal sentences is:Verb + Subject + Object (if applicable)For example: (kataba al-walad al-risla) The boy wrote the letter. (dhahabat al-fat il al-madrasah) The girl went
to the school.In these sentences, the verb comes first, followed by the subject and the object if there is one. This structure is quite different from the typical Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order in English.Word Order in ArabicArabic syntax is relatively flexible, allowing for different word orders depending on the emphasis and context. However, the two
most common word orders are Verb-Subject-Object (VSO) and Subject-Verb-Object (SVO).Verb-Subject-Object (VSO)The VSO order is the most traditional and common word order in Arabic. It places the verb at the beginning of the sentence, followed by the subject and the object. This structure often emphasizes the action being performed.For
example: (akala al-rajul al-tuffa) The man ate the apple.This structure is frequently used in both written and spoken Arabic, especially in formal contexts.Subject-Verb-Object (SVO)The SVO order is also used in Arabic, particularly in less formal contexts or when the subject needs to be emphasized.For example: (al-rajul akala al-tuffa) The man ate the
apple.While both VSO and SVO orders are correct, the choice between them can change the nuance or focus of the sentence.Using AdjectivesIn Arabic, adjectives () follow the nouns they describe, which is different from the typical adjective-noun order in English. Additionally, adjectives must agree with the nouns they modify in gender, number, and
definiteness.For example: (rajul awl) A tall man. (bint jamla) A beautiful girl. (al-bayt al-kabr) The big house.Notice how the adjectives match the gender and definiteness of the nouns they describe.DefinitenessIn Arabic, the concept of definiteness is crucial and is marked using the definite article (al-). This article is equivalent to the in English. Nouns
can be definite or indefinite, and their definiteness affects the entire noun phrase, including adjectives.For example: (kitb) A book (indefinite) (al-kitb) The book (definite)When the noun is definite, any adjectives describing it must also be definite: (kitb jadd) A new book (al-kitb al-jadd) The new bookPronouns and Their PlacementArabic uses both
independent pronouns and attached pronouns. Independent pronouns stand alone and usually come before verbs or nouns, while attached pronouns are suffixes added to verbs, nouns, or prepositions.Independent PronounsExamples of independent pronouns include: (an) I (anta) You (masculine) (huwa) HeFor example: (an adrusu al-arabiyya) I study
Arabic. (huwa yalab kura al-qadam) He plays soccer.Attached PronounsAttached pronouns are used to indicate possession or object pronouns. They are affixed directly to the word they modify.For example: (kitb) My book (kitbuhu) His book (raaytuhu) I saw himPrepositional PhrasesPrepositions in Arabic, known as (urf al-jarr), play a crucial role in
indicating relationships between words. They precede the noun they modify, forming prepositional phrases.Common prepositions include: (f) In (al) On (min) FromFor example: (f al-bayt) In the house (al al-wila) On the table (min al-madrasah) From the schoolConjunctionsArabic has a variety of conjunctions that connect words, phrases, or clauses.
Some common conjunctions include: (wa) And (aw) Or (lakin) ButFor example: (an lib wa adrusu al-arabiyya) I am a student and I study Arabic. (turdu gahwa aw shyn?) Do you want coffee or tea? (huwa dhak lakinna kasl) He is intelligent but lazy.QuestionsForming questions in Arabic involves several methods, depending on the type of question being
asked. Yes/No QuestionsYes/no questions are typically formed by adding the particle (hal) at the beginning of the sentence.For example: (hal tuib al-qahwa?) Do you like coffee? (hal huwa lib?) Is he a student?Wh-QuestionsWh-questions use question words such as: (mdh) What (man) Who (ayna) Where (mat) When (limdh) Why (kayfa) HowFor
example: (mdh tadrusu?) What do you study? (man huwa?) Who is he? (ayna taskun?) Where do you live? (mat tadhhab il al-madrasah?) When do you go to school? (limdh tadrusu al-arabiyya?) Why do you study Arabic? (kayfa luk?) How are you?NegationNegation in Arabic is achieved using specific particles. The most common negation particles are
(1), (m), and (laysa).Using (1) is used to negate present tense verbs and is placed before the verb.For example: (I adrusu al-n) I am not studying now. (I yuib al-qahwa) He does not like coffee.Using (m) is used to negate past tense verbs and is placed before the verb.For example: (m dhahabtu il al-madrasah ams) I did not go to school yesterday. (m
kataba al-risla) He did not write the letter.Using (laysa) is used to negate nominal sentences and is followed by the subject and predicate.For example: (laysa al-lib f al-madrasah) The student is not in the school. (laysa al-jaww rran) The weather is not hot.Complex SentencesComplex sentences in Arabic, as in other languages, contain more than one
clause. They often involve the use of relative pronouns and conjunctions to connect clauses.Relative PronounsRelative pronouns in Arabic include: (alladh) Who, which (masculine singular) (allat) Who, which (feminine singular) (alladhna) Who, which (masculine plural) (allt) Who, which (feminine plural)For example: (al-rajul alladh raaytuhu) The man
whom I saw. (al-bint allat tadrusu al-arabiyya) The girl who studies Arabic.Subordinate ConjunctionsSubordinate conjunctions introduce dependent clauses. Common ones include: (lianna) Because (idh) If (indam) WhenFor example: (darastu al-arabiyya liannah lugha jamla) I studied Arabic because it is a beautiful language. (idh darasta bijidd,
satanjahu) If you study hard, you will succeed. (saadhhab il al-sq indam yantah al-dars) I will go to the market when the lesson ends.ConclusionUnderstanding Arabic syntax, sentence structure, and word order is essential for mastering the language. While Arabic has its unique rules and patterns, practice and exposure will help learners become
proficient over time. By familiarizing oneself with nominal and verbal sentences, word order variations, the use of adjectives, pronouns, prepositional phrases, conjunctions, questions, negation, and complex sentences, learners can develop a solid foundation in Arabic grammar. Embracing the nuances of the language will lead to a deeper appreciation
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Enroll Now Imagine a profile in a world-class international journal. The subject? You. Speaks near-perfect Arabic, reads the article. Listeners remark not only on the rich word choice, but also the extremely accurate pronunciation. The only flaw is that the actual order of words is incomprehensible, requiring all listeners to rack their brains in order to
understand the intended meaning. Would that be very flattering? No. And thats why you absolutely must study Arabic word order if you want to be remembered for your Arabic. As in every question about learning Arabic, the differences between Modern Standard Arabic and colloquial varieties do pop up here. Word order is yet another one of the
distinctions, with some pretty hefty differences between the two. In this article, youll start to see why thats the case. Youll also see some of the big differences between syntax in MSA and in colloquial Arabic varieties. Table of Contents Lets break things way down. Whats the simplest sentence you can make in Arabic? To begin with, you dont even
need a verb. Arabic sentences can be as simple as a noun and a matching adjective, which is a type of nominal sentence. Nominal sentences are those that start with a noun. Adjectives do take particular endings in Arabic based on word gender, but right now, well skip over explaining those rules so you can focus only on the sentence structure. First,
look at some examples of word order in Arabic sentences, and see if you can spot a pattern. The teacher is tall. . al-ustu awil. The engineer is tall. . al-muhandisu awil. The manager is tall. . al-mudru awil. Even if this is your very first article about Arabic, you can see whats going on. Theres no word for is in Arabic, not when were simply dealing with
nominal sentences! Even better, we can use exactly the same pattern for other nominal sentences with prepositional phrases. We just start with the subject and then say where it isno verb necessary. Here are examples of this type of word order in Arabic: The hat is on the desk. . al-qubbaah al al-maktab. The hat is on my head. . al-qubbaah al ras. Of
course, there are lots of Arabic verbs to learn as well. Again, see if you can find the pattern. Raquel is reading. . rkl taqra. Raquel is sleeping. . rkl tanm. Raquel is eating. . rkl takul. Correctly conjugating Arabic verbs, especially in the present tense, is a fairly complicated endeavor. Again, dont worry about the word forms. When we have a real verb
like read, sleep, or eat, its actually possible to invert the sentence in order to put more emphasis on what the subject is actually doing. This converts it to a verbal sentence, or one that starts with a verb. Raquel is eating. takul rkl. Now, if basic sentences could be so easy, how about questions? For yes/no questions, we do need to add one word, right
at the beginning. That word is (hal), and its similar to putting is or are at the beginning of yes/no questions in English. Is the teacher tall? hal al-ustu awil? Is the hat on the desk? hal al-qubbaau al al-maktab? Is Rachel sleeping? hal rkl nimah? In colloquial Arabic, (hal), meaning is, becomes optional, and the only difference between a question and a
statement is intonation. There are more types of questions in Arabic than just yes/no. English has who, where, what, when, and why, and Arabic doesnt skimp on them either. The remaining question words all come at the beginning of the sentence. Here are just three to start you off: Who is at the door? man inda al-bb? What is kefir? kefir m huwa al-
kefir? Where is my cat? ayna giat? Now that weve gotten to know some basic Arabic sentence patterns, lets try and combine what weve learned so far about Arabic language word order into some longer sentences. First, a reprise of the themes from last time: Raquel is eating rice. . rkl takul al-aruz. Raquel is reading a book. . rkl taqrau kitban. The
object of these sentences comes after the verb, just like in English! Lets make things one step more complicated, adding the adjectives from before back in. Raquel is reading a new book. . rkl taqrau kitban addan. You are eating my rice. . anta takulu aruzz. My new hat is in the mud. . qubbaat al-addah f al-n. Even though we havent explicitly gone
over the words new and mud, you were probably able to decode that last Arabic example as long as you were paying attention. Thats it for basic sentence structures. There are two more things that count as intermediate, but youll soon see that theyre nothing too serious. When youre going through Arabic grammar resources and you keep coming
across Arabic terms that havent been translated to English, your palms may begin to sweat. What kind of terrible madness could this be, if its something that English doesnt even have a word for? The word idafah is one such grammatical term, but its really nothing crazy at all. All it is is one more pattern. Idafah is the term for two nouns stuck
together to indicate possession. No verbs or any other particles. Any time you have a phrase in English, such as X of Y, its more than likely that your phrase can be translated to Arabic with an idafah construction. The of gets blended into the Y section of the phrase using something called the genitive case. Again, just focus on the word order here
instead of the cases. I work at the Faculty of Arts. . amalu f kulliyyai al-funn. I work at the Faculty of Science. . amalu f kulliyyai al-ulm. This is a cup of honey. . ha kasu asal. Based on the pattern above, can you figure out which word means cup and which honey? The following sentences look quite advanced, but it turns out that theyre some of the
most useful sentence patterns across languages. Lets take because for example. This is lianna in Arabic, and it conjugates similar to how a verb does. That is, it takes a verb ending. I like you because you are friendly. . an muabun bika liannaka wadd. Here, the verb like and the conjunction because both have the same ending. Once you know this
pattern, you can combine it with what you learned before about adjectives never needing the verb to be. With a few more examples, its easy to see how to make this relatively complex sentence! I like Arabic because it is beautiful. . tuibun al-arabiyyau liannah amlah. I like Egypt because it is hot. . uibbu mira liannah rrah. This is stuff that would be
taught in the second or third semester of many Arabic classes, and here youre picking it up right away. How about a different semi-complex sentence, say, one with a helping verb? I am speaking Arabic. . atakallamu al-arabiyyah. I can speak Arabic. . astau an atakallama al-arabiyyah. I cant speak Arabic. . |l astau an atakallama al-arabiyyah. Its tough
to get a big-picture view of a language from an article like this. In fact, its impossible. The only way to get an intuitive sense of what areas you need to focus on in Arabic is to actually experience Arabic. If reading is hard for you, then that means doing lots of listening. If listening is hard for you, then it means doing lots of reading. Absorb the
language, and the patterns will start sticking out, one by one. All you have to do is pay attention when they do. Jumping right into real Arabic is daunting, though. You need something that can guide you, something that can show you the steps for learning Arabic from beginner to advanced and beyond. You need ArabicPod101. Right now, you can sign
up for a trial and find out what were all about. (Hint: its Arabic.) With our podcasts, articles, and vocabulary resources, youll have everything you need to make sense of the beautiful and intricate Arabic language, and start using it for yourself. In the meantime, let us know in the comments how you feel about Arabic word order so far. Well do our best
to answer any questions you may still have!
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