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Historical lenses are ways of understanding and interpreting the past. They are frameworks that help us understand how different social, political, and economic factors have shaped and influenced history. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Here is a brief overview of each: Social lens: A social lens looks at
how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other and society as a whole. Political lens: A political lens looks at how political factors, such as governments, laws, and power
structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different political systems and ideologies have impacted the course of history. Economic lens: An economic lens looks at how economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, have shaped and influenced events and developments in
history. This lens helps us to understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted the course of history. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the past and how social, political, and economic factors have shaped the world. A historical lens is a way of
understanding and interpreting the past. It is a framework that helps us understand how different factors shape and influence history. There are several historical lenses, including social, political, and economic lenses. Each of these lenses focuses on specific factors that have shaped history. For example, a historian might use a social lens to examine
how class, race, and gender have shaped history. They might look at how different social groups have interacted with each other and society and how these interactions have impacted history. Similarly, a historian might use a political lens to examine how governments, laws, and power structures have shaped history. They might look at how different
political systems and ideologies change history and how political actors have influenced the course of events. Finally, a historian might use an economic lens to examine how trade, industry, and wealth have shaped history. They might look at how different economic systems and policies change the world and how economic factors have influenced the
actions and decisions of actors. A social lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other. Here are some examples of how events and developments can be examined through a social lens:
Akhenaten’s Rule: A social lens might consider how the pharaoh’s religious reforms, which involved the promotion of the sun god Aten and the suppression of other gods (Ridley, 2019, pp. 13-15), impacted different social groups. It could examine how these reforms shaped social relations and cultural practices and how they impacted the lives of
ordinary people. The Civil Rights movement in the United States: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the Civil Rights movement and the struggles for civil rights and equality. It could examine how different social groups, such as African Americans, women, and LGBTQ+ individuals, were impacted by discrimination and
segregation and how they organized and fought for their rights. The French Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the French Revolution and the overthrow of the monarchy (Desan et al., 2013). It could examine how different social groups, such as the aristocracy, the middle class, and the working class, were
impacted by the Revolution and how they participated in and shaped its outcome. The Industrial Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class and wealth influenced the Industrial Revolution and the rise of industrial societies (Foster, 1982). It could examine how different social classes, such as the working class, the middle class, and the upper
class, were impacted by the transformation from an agricultural to an industrial economy and how this changed social relations and mobility. A social lens can help us to understand how different social factors, such as class, race, and gender, have influenced events and developments in history. Historians can analyze the past through a political lens
by examining how different political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments. To do this, historians might look at a variety of sources, such as political documents, laws, and speeches, to understand how different political actors have interacted and influenced each other over
time. Here are some examples of how events and developments in history might be explained through a political lens: The American Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the American Revolution and the formation of the United States. It could examine how political actors, such as the
colonial leaders and the British government, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome (Allison, 2015). The Arab Spring: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the wave of protests and uprisings that swept across the Middle East and North Africa (Sadiki,
2014). It could examine how different political actors, such as governments, opposition groups, and international powers, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted history. The fall of the Berlin Wall: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the end of the Cold War. It could examine how political actors, such as the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome. The Glorious Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different power structures and political actors influenced the Glorious
Revolution (Schwoerer, 1992). It could examine how the struggle for power between King James II and his opponents, such as the Parliament and the aristocracy, shaped the course of events. A political lens can help us understand how different political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have influenced history. An economic
lens can help us understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted history and how they have influenced the actions and decisions of people. It can also help us understand how economic factors affect the distribution of power and resources within societies and how they shape social relations. Here are some examples of how
historical developments might be explained through an economic lens: The globalization of the world economy: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the globalization of the world economy and the integration of countries and regions into a single global market. It could
examine how economic policies and systems, such as free trade and protectionism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Great Depression: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors influenced the economic downturn of the 1930s. It could examine how economic policies and
systems, such as laissez-faire capitalism and the gold standard, shaped the course of events (Garraty, 1986). The Renaissance: An economic lens could examine how the growth of trade networks and the development of new technologies, such as the printing press, impacted the economy and shaped the course of events; how the growth of cities and
the rise of wealthy merchant classes contributed to the development of the Renaissance; and how the exploitation of resources, such as gold and spices, impacted the economy of the period. The rise of China as an economic superpower: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced
the rise of China as an economic superpower. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as state socialism and market capitalism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. By using an economic lens, we can gain a better understanding of how different economic factors have shaped and
influenced the world we live in today. Historical lenses are frameworks that help historians to understand and interpret the past. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Either of these can be useful in a myriad of contexts. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive
understanding of the complexities of the past. Allison, R. J. (2015). The American Revolution: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Desan, S., Hunt, L., & Nelson, W. M. (2013). The French Revolution in Global Perspective. Cornell University Press. Foster, J. (1982). Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution [sound Recording]: Early
Industrial Capitalism in Three English Towns. Peterborough : Ontario Audio Library Service. Garraty, J. A. (1986). The Great Depression: An Inquiry Into the Causes, Course, and Consequences of the Worldwide Depression of the Nineteen-thirties, as Seen by Contemporaries and in the Light of History. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Ridley, R. T. (2019).
Akhenaten: A Historian’s View. American University in Cairo Press. Sadiki, L. (2014). Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethinking Democratization. Routledge. Schwoerer, L. G. (1992). The Revolution of 1688-89: Changing Perspectives. Cambridge University Press. Published by purity on July 18, 2022 Historical lenses help us relate to what
happened in the past Historical lenses are a type of lenses designed for people to use during a history lesson. These lenses help students to gain a closer understanding of what it is like to live in their period. Historical lenses have been used in classrooms worldwide. They are very effective at helping children gain an immersive and personal
knowledge of historical events they may not be aware of. Did you know that we provide a free essay and speech generator, plagiarism checker, summarizer, paraphraser, and other writing tools for free? Access Free Writing Tools Stuggling with a paper on historical lenses? Our Homework help for history is just what you need. Hire us today to save
time and grade. Political historical lenses focus on a particular period’s political events and actions rather than the actual events. This can be very useful for teaching about totalitarianism and how one country can negatively affect another. Economic and historical lenses use the money to explain the economic conditions of a certain period. This lens
can teach children about the level of wealth in different countries during a historical period and how it changed over time. The six historical lenses are: Political historical lenses.Economic historical lenses.Cultural-historical lenses.Environmental historical lenses.Physical historical lenses.Technological and social scientific historical lenses. The main
difference between these lenses is the perspective they teach from. These six types of perspectives make all of these different types of history lessons more interesting, as children will be able to get a feel for how a certain event affected an economy or the world in many different ways. The values that historical lenses are teaching are: -History is a
living thing -Local and global events all affect other countries and people. -History can be used to help people understand their own lives, past and present. -Understanding history is a necessary part of life Historical lenses change the context of a historical event and how history is taught in school. Before students began using historical lenses, they
had to study a topic in great length and detail. When they put on their historical lenses, they can see the events from different perspectives and learn about a certain subject matter through as many different lenses as possible. This can help children understand history in an easier way than they would have been able to before putting on their
historical lenses. Any of the issues currently affecting children throughout the world can be looked at through historical lenses. For example, the issue of girls’ education in India is a big problem because many girls do not have access to school. Instead of just looking at this as an issue, teachers can get their students to put on historical lenses and
figure out who has been the main contributor to this problem. Then, the students can devise possible solutions to fix this problem from a historical perspective. Historical value means how historically accurate a piece of information is. For example, if you were to look at the historical value of Columbus discovering America, you would want to look at
how he was depicted in books and what was taught before and after this event occurred. An example of this is how Native Americans have historically been portrayed in schools. Historical lenses are helpful in teaching history so that children don’t learn a single side of an issue or event. Historical lenses are valuable because they give children a
different perspective on history. For example, things were taught in schools about Christopher Columbus and how he discovered America. However, now kids are learning about how Native Americans were seen as “savages” and being forced off their land. This is just a small instance of how historical lenses can help students learn more about the
past. Historical lenses are important, especially when looking at a historical topic. If you were to look at the history of the struggle for equality between women and men, you would want to consider the feminist lens when looking at it. There are several reasons why this historical topic should be looked at through a feminist lens, such as recognizing
that the suffragettes were labeled as radicals during their lifetime and also recognized more after they died than when they were alive. Historical lenses can affect how we interpret facts and how we choose topics to interpret. The civil rights movements are an example of historical lenses affecting how people perceive a historical event. African
Americans were highly discriminated against until a certain point in time. Once the civil rights movement occurred and African Americans began to have equal rights, the discrimination against them diminished significantly. Although this struggle was fought for years, the change was dramatic, which can be attributed to different ideologies about
race. The tool of gunpowder is important to the Industrial and Scientific lenses. Gunpowder played an important role in the Industrial Revolution by helping produce guns and early machines that made workers faster and more productive. Gunpowder is also important to the Scientific lens because it helped propel human beings into the scientific
revolution. Japan surrendered because the atomic bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki had a great impact on their surrender. By dropping the atomic bombs, they could weaken Japan’s chance of winning the war. When they realized they would not be able to beat the United States, they decided to surrender before more lives were
lost. Historical lenses are important because they aid in understanding how and why people made decisions in the past. These lenses help change perspectives about the past and allow for a better understanding of what happened. I could analyze the Cherokee removal through four different historical lenses. First, I could analyze it as a political and
social issue done by the federal government to rid the original inhabitants of their land. Another lens that I could use would be a justice lens, which is how society viewed Native Americans at the time. It was seen as extinct people, weaker than white people, and not valued or wanted in society. Finally, I could analyze the removal through a recreation
lens because this was how people were able to gather lumber and resources at that time. Special offer! Get 20% discount on your first order. Promo code: SAVE20 History and historical lenses: what are they? Why do we use historical lenses? All about Fundamental lenses (Social, Political and Economic Lens). Historians can alter or alter a previous
picture by using different lenses, such as those used by photographers. Furthermore, Historical Lenses can offer a variety of exciting and interesting approaches to examining history. Consider a literary work or other work of art through a historical lens. Estimates are made based on the author’s background, famous ideas, and the previous culture.
Furthermore, you can narrow down your focus by using various historical lenses, using countless articles to focus on topics or details you are extremely interested in. Despite the fact that historians have the option of selecting many lenses, they prefer only these three: social lenses, economic lenses, and political lenses. The author has excellent
historical writing skills and will connect with you easily through economic, social, and political lenses. History belongs to everyone. The book illustrates valuable truths about human nature as well as how to study rules that have been abandoned. By applying historical lenses to an event, we may be able to understand its impact on culture and society,
learn from it, and grow as a society. Detailed information about all historical lenses (economic, social, and political) can be found here. Historical Lenses Of Different Types: Thus, historical lenses are typically categorized as social lenses, political lenses, and economic lenses. We will examine each one in turn. The Social Lens focuses on how people
communicate with one another. In addition to class and gender, it examines ethnicity, culture, and gender. The Social Lens is probably the most comprehensive and all-encompassing of the three types of lenses. People’s opinions of the world are influenced by culture, race, sex, religion, and economic status. Social Lens examines how different
communities, or groups of people, communicate with each other - and within the same community. Historians can gain a lot of insight from this perspective. Women, men, and kids make up the social lens. It also includes choice and working period. The second type of historical lens is the political lens. A political lens looks at the relationship between
those with authority and those without. Within a firm’s hierarchy, the political lens describes factors that influence authority and influence. Politicians, governments, and how they affect laws and regulations are discussed. Personal relationships are also discussed. As a result, historians applied a “political lens” to find out how law affects individuals.
Groups, individuals, and other companies whose interests and objectives differ and even collide radically perceive it as a battlefield and a field of competition. 3. Economic Lens: Thirdly, we have Economic lens. Every human life is driven by the national, local, and international economies. It explores the economic significance of an issue and the
perspectives of different economists. Economists examine fields pertaining to international or national economies and business, both private and public. The economic lens concentrates on pictures of companies and economic systems, but it also examines government rules, the connections between money and labor, business tactics such as horizontal
combination or marketing, and the relationship between businesses and customers. Historical lenses are ways of understanding and interpreting the past. They are frameworks that help us understand how different social, political, and economic factors have shaped and influenced history. There are three main types of historical lenses: social,
political, and economic. Here is a brief overview of each: Social lens: A social lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other and society as a whole. Political lens: A
political lens looks at how political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different political systems and ideologies have impacted the course of history. Economic lens: An economic lens looks at how economic factors, such as
trade, industry, and wealth, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted the course of history. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the past and how social, political,
and economic factors have shaped the world. A historical lens is a way of understanding and interpreting the past. It is a framework that helps us understand how different factors shape and influence history. There are several historical lenses, including social, political, and economic lenses. Each of these lenses focuses on specific factors that have
shaped history. For example, a historian might use a social lens to examine how class, race, and gender have shaped history. They might look at how different social groups have interacted with each other and society and how these interactions have impacted history. Similarly, a historian might use a political lens to examine how governments, laws,
and power structures have shaped history. They might look at how different political systems and ideologies change history and how political actors have influenced the course of events. Finally, a historian might use an economic lens to examine how trade, industry, and wealth have shaped history. They might look at how different economic systems
and policies change the world and how economic factors have influenced the actions and decisions of actors. A social lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other. Here are some examples of
how events and developments can be examined through a social lens: Akhenaten’s Rule: A social lens might consider how the pharaoh’s religious reforms, which involved the promotion of the sun god Aten and the suppression of other gods (Ridley, 2019, pp. 13-15), impacted different social groups. It could examine how these reforms shaped social
relations and cultural practices and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Civil Rights movement in the United States: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the Civil Rights movement and the struggles for civil rights and equality. It could examine how different social groups, such as African Americans,
women, and LGBTQ+ individuals, were impacted by discrimination and segregation and how they organized and fought for their rights. The French Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the French Revolution and the overthrow of the monarchy (Desan et al., 2013). It could examine how different social
groups, such as the aristocracy, the middle class, and the working class, were impacted by the Revolution and how they participated in and shaped its outcome. The Industrial Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class and wealth influenced the Industrial Revolution and the rise of industrial societies (Foster, 1982). It could examine how
different social classes, such as the working class, the middle class, and the upper class, were impacted by the transformation from an agricultural to an industrial economy and how this changed social relations and mobility. A social lens can help us to understand how different social factors, such as class, race, and gender, have influenced events and
developments in history. Historians can analyze the past through a political lens by examining how different political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments. To do this, historians might look at a variety of sources, such as political documents, laws, and speeches, to understand
how different political actors have interacted and influenced each other over time. Here are some examples of how events and developments in history might be explained through a political lens: The American Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the American Revolution and the
formation of the United States. It could examine how political actors, such as the colonial leaders and the British government, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome (Allison, 2015). The Arab Spring: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the wave of
protests and uprisings that swept across the Middle East and North Africa (Sadiki, 2014). It could examine how different political actors, such as governments, opposition groups, and international powers, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted history. The fall of the Berlin Wall: A political lens might focus on how
different governments and power structures influenced the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War. It could examine how political actors, such as the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome. The Glorious Revolution: A political lens might
focus on how different power structures and political actors influenced the Glorious Revolution (Schwoerer, 1992). It could examine how the struggle for power between King James II and his opponents, such as the Parliament and the aristocracy, shaped the course of events. A political lens can help us understand how different political factors, such
as governments, laws, and power structures, have influenced history. An economic lens can help us understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted history and how they have influenced the actions and decisions of people. It can also help us understand how economic factors affect the distribution of power and resources within
societies and how they shape social relations. Here are some examples of how historical developments might be explained through an economic lens: The globalization of the world economy: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the globalization of the world economy and the
integration of countries and regions into a single global market. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as free trade and protectionism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Great Depression: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors influenced the economic
downturn of the 1930s. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as laissez-faire capitalism and the gold standard, shaped the course of events (Garraty, 1986). The Renaissance: An economic lens could examine how the growth of trade networks and the development of new technologies, such as the printing press, impacted the
economy and shaped the course of events; how the growth of cities and the rise of wealthy merchant classes contributed to the development of the Renaissance; and how the exploitation of resources, such as gold and spices, impacted the economy of the period. The rise of China as an economic superpower: An economic lens might focus on how
different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the rise of China as an economic superpower. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as state socialism and market capitalism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. By using an economic lens, we can gain a better
understanding of how different economic factors have shaped and influenced the world we live in today. Historical lenses are frameworks that help historians to understand and interpret the past. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Either of these can be useful in a myriad of contexts. By using these different
historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of the past. Allison, R. J. (2015). The American Revolution: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Desan, S., Hunt, L., & Nelson, W. M. (2013). The French Revolution in Global Perspective. Cornell University Press. Foster, J. (1982). Class Struggle and
the Industrial Revolution [sound Recording]: Early Industrial Capitalism in Three English Towns. Peterborough : Ontario Audio Library Service. Garraty, J. A. (1986). The Great Depression: An Inquiry Into the Causes, Course, and Consequences of the Worldwide Depression of the Nineteen-thirties, as Seen by Contemporaries and in the Light of
History. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Ridley, R. T. (2019). Akhenaten: A Historian’s View. American University in Cairo Press. Sadiki, L. (2014). Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethinking Democratization. Routledge. Schwoerer, L. G. (1992). The Revolution of 1688-89: Changing Perspectives. Cambridge University Press. Historical lenses are
ways of understanding and interpreting the past. They are frameworks that help us understand how different social, political, and economic factors have shaped and influenced history. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Here is a brief overview of each: Social lens: A social lens looks at how social factors,
such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other and society as a whole. Political lens: A political lens looks at how political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and
influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different political systems and ideologies have impacted the course of history. Economic lens: An economic lens looks at how economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to
understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted the course of history. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the past and how social, political, and economic factors have shaped the world. A historical lens is a way of understanding and interpreting the past.
It is a framework that helps us understand how different factors shape and influence history. There are several historical lenses, including social, political, and economic lenses. Each of these lenses focuses on specific factors that have shaped history. For example, a historian might use a social lens to examine how class, race, and gender have shaped
history. They might look at how different social groups have interacted with each other and society and how these interactions have impacted history. Similarly, a historian might use a political lens to examine how governments, laws, and power structures have shaped history. They might look at how different political systems and ideologies change
history and how political actors have influenced the course of events. Finally, a historian might use an economic lens to examine how trade, industry, and wealth have shaped history. They might look at how different economic systems and policies change the world and how economic factors have influenced the actions and decisions of actors. A social
lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other. Here are some examples of how events and developments can be examined through a social lens: Akhenaten’s Rule: A social lens might consider
how the pharaoh’s religious reforms, which involved the promotion of the sun god Aten and the suppression of other gods (Ridley, 2019, pp. 13-15), impacted different social groups. It could examine how these reforms shaped social relations and cultural practices and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Civil Rights movement in the
United States: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the Civil Rights movement and the struggles for civil rights and equality. It could examine how different social groups, such as African Americans, women, and LGBTQ+ individuals, were impacted by discrimination and segregation and how they organized and fought
for their rights. The French Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the French Revolution and the overthrow of the monarchy (Desan et al., 2013). It could examine how different social groups, such as the aristocracy, the middle class, and the working class, were impacted by the Revolution and how they
participated in and shaped its outcome. The Industrial Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class and wealth influenced the Industrial Revolution and the rise of industrial societies (Foster, 1982). It could examine how different social classes, such as the working class, the middle class, and the upper class, were impacted by the transformation
from an agricultural to an industrial economy and how this changed social relations and mobility. A social lens can help us to understand how different social factors, such as class, race, and gender, have influenced events and developments in history. Historians can analyze the past through a political lens by examining how different political factors,
such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments. To do this, historians might look at a variety of sources, such as political documents, laws, and speeches, to understand how different political actors have interacted and influenced each other over time. Here are some examples of how events and
developments in history might be explained through a political lens: The American Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the American Revolution and the formation of the United States. It could examine how political actors, such as the colonial leaders and the British government,
shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome (Allison, 2015). The Arab Spring: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the wave of protests and uprisings that swept across the Middle East and North Africa (Sadiki, 2014). It could examine how different
political actors, such as governments, opposition groups, and international powers, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted history. The fall of the Berlin Wall: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War. It could
examine how political actors, such as the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome. The Glorious Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different power structures and political actors influenced the Glorious Revolution (Schwoerer, 1992). It could
examine how the struggle for power between King James II and his opponents, such as the Parliament and the aristocracy, shaped the course of events. A political lens can help us understand how different political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have influenced history. An economic lens can help us understand how
different economic systems and policies have impacted history and how they have influenced the actions and decisions of people. It can also help us understand how economic factors affect the distribution of power and resources within societies and how they shape social relations. Here are some examples of how historical developments might be
explained through an economic lens: The globalization of the world economy: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the globalization of the world economy and the integration of countries and regions into a single global market. It could examine how economic policies and
systems, such as free trade and protectionism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Great Depression: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors influenced the economic downturn of the 1930s. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as laissez-faire capitalism
and the gold standard, shaped the course of events (Garraty, 1986). The Renaissance: An economic lens could examine how the growth of trade networks and the development of new technologies, such as the printing press, impacted the economy and shaped the course of events; how the growth of cities and the rise of wealthy merchant classes
contributed to the development of the Renaissance; and how the exploitation of resources, such as gold and spices, impacted the economy of the period. The rise of China as an economic superpower: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the rise of China as an economic
superpower. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as state socialism and market capitalism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. By using an economic lens, we can gain a better understanding of how different economic factors have shaped and influenced the world we live in today.
Historical lenses are frameworks that help historians to understand and interpret the past. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Either of these can be useful in a myriad of contexts. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of the past.
Allison, R. J. (2015). The American Revolution: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Desan, S., Hunt, L., & Nelson, W. M. (2013). The French Revolution in Global Perspective. Cornell University Press. Foster, J. (1982). Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution [sound Recording]: Early Industrial Capitalism in Three English Towns.
Peterborough : Ontario Audio Library Service. Garraty, J. A. (1986). The Great Depression: An Inquiry Into the Causes, Course, and Consequences of the Worldwide Depression of the Nineteen-thirties, as Seen by Contemporaries and in the Light of History. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Ridley, R. T. (2019). Akhenaten: A Historian’s View. American
University in Cairo Press. Sadiki, L. (2014). Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethinking Democratization. Routledge. Schwoerer, L. G. (1992). The Revolution of 1688-89: Changing Perspectives. Cambridge University Press. on April 19, 2022Geography The six historical lenses we examined include historical significance, evidence and
interpretation, continuity and change, cause and effect, historical perspective, and ethical judgment. By applying these six historical lenses to a specific event, we can understand it better. What are the 4 historical lenses? The six historical lenses we studied included Historical Significance, Evidence and Interpretation, Continuity and Change, Cause
and Consequence, Historical Perspective, and Ethical Judgment. What are three historical lenses? There are many different types of historical lenses, but there are three fundamental categories: social, economic, and political. What is a lens of history? We use our experiences from an earlier, presumably similar, situation to give us a sense of
understanding in the new situation. The use of analogies based on the past is one meaning of “lens of history”-we use past experience to make sense of present dilemmas. What is a historical cultural lens? History: A historical lens places information in the context of the time period in which it was created. This lens analyzes the information in visual
media through examination of the circumstances that produced the media, such as cultural movements, political ideologies, and intellectual trends of the time. What are historical lenses and history’s value? Historical lenses are useful for studying history in a more precise way. By using lenses, you can narrow in on the topic or information you’re most
interested in, rather than wading through countless articles that don’t have anything to do with your focus. The Lenses Identified. The humanities are “disciplines [that] concern the study of distinctively human actions and works; for example history, philology (language, literature, linguistics), philosophy, theology and studies of Antiquity” (Cosgrove,
2009, para. 3). What is the history lens in liberal arts? The historical lens studies past events. What area helps us identify similarities and differences between cultures around the world? Humanities allows us to identify similarities and differences around the world by studying and comparing different cultures. What are the social sciences lenses? The
social science lens looks at how humans act in their social environment. While the humanities also studies human action, social sciences more specifically look at our social relations, our relationships and our societies. What are liberal arts lenses? The Lenses Identified. The humanities are “disciplines [that] concern the study of distinctively human
actions and works; for example history, philology (language, literature, linguistics), philosophy, theology and studies of Antiquity” (Cosgrove, 2009, para. 3). What are the 4 lenses of wellness? The lenses are: (1) What drives healthy behavior? (2) What is equitable? (3) What is sustainable? and (4) What enhances employee morale? How are the 4
lenses of Liberal Arts similar? The four lenses of liberal arts are historical, humanities, social science and natural science. Each lens has key characteristics to them, take social science for example. The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence
derived from a range of sources. The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry. What are the 7 characteristics of history? Gustavson’s 7 Characteristics of Historical Thinking A Historian’s Perspective. Five: Process of Change. Six: Spirit of Humility and Lack of Bias. Four:
Past is Still at Work. Two: Gravitating Towards the Past. September 11, 2001. Three: Shapes and Contours Dynamic in Society. Seven: Each Event is Unique. What are types of history? There are 6 types of history, and they are: Political history. Diplomatic history. Cultural history. Social history. Economic history. Intellectual history. What is a political
historical lens? Political Lens: Not focusing solely on politicians and governments, the political lens looks at the relationship of those who have power and those who do not. Historians using a “political lens” seek answers about the ways in which legislation and law influence the lives of individuals. Three Historical Lenses Political lens- The look into
how the U.S. Constitution will help make out government stronger. Racial Lens- The look at how the founding fathers were mostly white. Economic lens- The look at how the changes will affect the U.S. Constitution. What is the social lens of the drafting of the Constitution? Lenses. This lens focuses on the government and different business strategies.
Political lens is the relationship between those who have power and those who do not. Social lens focuses on people and their interactions and behaviors with others. Why did the framers of the Constitution chose federalism? The framers of the Constitution chose this system because they believed that although a strong federal government is
necessary for certain purposes, they also were committed to strong state governments, which could more effectively address problems of a local nature. James Madison James Madison, America’s fourth President (1809-1817), made a major contribution to the ratification of the Constitution by writing The Federalist Papers, along with Alexander
Hamilton and John Jay. In later years, he was referred to as the “Father of the Constitution.” Who wrote the first Constitution? James Madison At the Constitutional Convention on September 17th, 1787, James Madison, known as the Founding Father formatted and wrote what we know as the US Constitution. All fifty-six delegates signed it, giving
their unyielding approval. Who really wrote the Constitution? James Madison is known as the Father of the Constitution because of his pivotal role in the document’s drafting as well as its ratification. Madison also drafted the first 10 amendments — the Bill of Rights. Thomas Jefferson, a spokesman for democracy, was an American Founding Father,
the principal author of the Declaration of Independence (1776), and the third President of the United States (1801-1809). Who was the 7 President? Andrew Jackson was the seventh President of the United States from 1829 to 1837, seeking to act as the direct representative of the common man. More nearly than any of his predecessors, Andrew
Jackson was elected by popular vote; as President he sought to act as the direct representative of the common man. What presidents have gotten assassinated? American Presidential Assassinations Abraham Lincoln. Shot: April 14, 1865. Died: April 15, 1865. Where: Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C. ... James Garfield. Shot: July 2, 1881. Died:
September 19, 1881. ... William McKinley. Shot: September 6, 1901. Died: September 14, 1901. ... John F. Kennedy. Shot: November 22, 1963. 100%(3)100% found this document useful (3 votes)13K viewsThis document outlines 5 historical lenses - cultural, economic, government, technology, and geography - and provides a brief description of each
lens. The cultural lens examines traditions,...Al-enhanced title and descriptionSaveSave types-of-historical-lenses For Later100%100% found this document useful, undefined100%(3)100% found this document useful (3 votes)13K viewsThis document outlines 5 historical lenses - cultural, economic, government, technology, and geography - and
provides a brief description of each lens. The cultural lens examines traditions,...Al-enhanced title and description Historical lenses are ways of understanding and interpreting the past. They are frameworks that help us understand how different social, political, and economic factors have shaped and influenced history. There are three main types of
historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Here is a brief overview of each: Social lens: A social lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other and society as a
whole. Political lens: A political lens looks at how political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different political systems and ideologies have impacted the course of history. Economic lens: An economic lens looks at how
economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, have shaped and influenced events and developments in history. This lens helps us to understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted the course of history. By using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the past
and how social, political, and economic factors have shaped the world. A historical lens is a way of understanding and interpreting the past. It is a framework that helps us understand how different factors shape and influence history. There are several historical lenses, including social, political, and economic lenses. Each of these lenses focuses on
specific factors that have shaped history. For example, a historian might use a social lens to examine how class, race, and gender have shaped history. They might look at how different social groups have interacted with each other and society and how these interactions have impacted history. Similarly, a historian might use a political lens to examine
how governments, laws, and power structures have shaped history. They might look at how different political systems and ideologies change history and how political actors have influenced the course of events. Finally, a historian might use an economic lens to examine how trade, industry, and wealth have shaped history. They might look at how
different economic systems and policies change the world and how economic factors have influenced the actions and decisions of actors. A social lens looks at how social factors, such as class, race, gender, and ethnicity, have shaped and influenced events. This lens helps us understand how different groups of people have interacted with each other.
Here are some examples of how events and developments can be examined through a social lens: Akhenaten’s Rule: A social lens might consider how the pharaoh’s religious reforms, which involved the promotion of the sun god Aten and the suppression of other gods (Ridley, 2019, pp. 13-15), impacted different social groups. It could examine how
these reforms shaped social relations and cultural practices and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Civil Rights movement in the United States: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the Civil Rights movement and the struggles for civil rights and equality. It could examine how different social groups,
such as African Americans, women, and LGBTQ+ individuals, were impacted by discrimination and segregation and how they organized and fought for their rights. The French Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class, race, and gender influenced the French Revolution and the overthrow of the monarchy (Desan et al., 2013). It could examine
how different social groups, such as the aristocracy, the middle class, and the working class, were impacted by the Revolution and how they participated in and shaped its outcome. The Industrial Revolution: A social lens might focus on how class and wealth influenced the Industrial Revolution and the rise of industrial societies (Foster, 1982). It could
examine how different social classes, such as the working class, the middle class, and the upper class, were impacted by the transformation from an agricultural to an industrial economy and how this changed social relations and mobility. A social lens can help us to understand how different social factors, such as class, race, and gender, have
influenced events and developments in history. Historians can analyze the past through a political lens by examining how different political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have shaped and influenced events and developments. To do this, historians might look at a variety of sources, such as political documents, laws, and
speeches, to understand how different political actors have interacted and influenced each other over time. Here are some examples of how events and developments in history might be explained through a political lens: The American Revolution: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the American
Revolution and the formation of the United States. It could examine how political actors, such as the colonial leaders and the British government, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome (Allison, 2015). The Arab Spring: A political lens might focus on how different governments and power structures
influenced the wave of protests and uprisings that swept across the Middle East and North Africa (Sadiki, 2014). It could examine how different political actors, such as governments, opposition groups, and international powers, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted history. The fall of the Berlin Wall: A political
lens might focus on how different governments and power structures influenced the fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War. It could examine how political actors, such as the leaders of the Soviet Union and the United States, shaped the course of events and how their actions and decisions impacted the outcome. The Glorious Revolution: A
political lens might focus on how different power structures and political actors influenced the Glorious Revolution (Schwoerer, 1992). It could examine how the struggle for power between King James II and his opponents, such as the Parliament and the aristocracy, shaped the course of events. A political lens can help us understand how different
political factors, such as governments, laws, and power structures, have influenced history. An economic lens can help us understand how different economic systems and policies have impacted history and how they have influenced the actions and decisions of people. It can also help us understand how economic factors affect the distribution of
power and resources within societies and how they shape social relations. Here are some examples of how historical developments might be explained through an economic lens: The globalization of the world economy: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the globalization of
the world economy and the integration of countries and regions into a single global market. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as free trade and protectionism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. The Great Depression: An economic lens might focus on how different economic factors
influenced the economic downturn of the 1930s. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as laissez-faire capitalism and the gold standard, shaped the course of events (Garraty, 1986). The Renaissance: An economic lens could examine how the growth of trade networks and the development of new technologies, such as the printing
press, impacted the economy and shaped the course of events; how the growth of cities and the rise of wealthy merchant classes contributed to the development of the Renaissance; and how the exploitation of resources, such as gold and spices, impacted the economy of the period. The rise of China as an economic superpower: An economic lens
might focus on how different economic factors, such as trade, industry, and wealth, influenced the rise of China as an economic superpower. It could examine how economic policies and systems, such as state socialism and market capitalism, shaped the course of events and how they impacted the lives of ordinary people. By using an economic lens,
we can gain a better understanding of how different economic factors have shaped and influenced the world we live in today. Historical lenses are frameworks that help historians to understand and interpret the past. There are three main types of historical lenses: social, political, and economic. Either of these can be useful in a myriad of contexts. By
using these different historical lenses, we can gain a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of the past. Allison, R. J. (2015). The American Revolution: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. Desan, S., Hunt, L., & Nelson, W. M. (2013). The French Revolution in Global Perspective. Cornell University Press. Foster, J.
(1982). Class Struggle and the Industrial Revolution [sound Recording]: Early Industrial Capitalism in Three English Towns. Peterborough : Ontario Audio Library Service. Garraty, J. A. (1986). The Great Depression: An Inquiry Into the Causes, Course, and Consequences of the Worldwide Depression of the Nineteen-thirties, as Seen by
Contemporaries and in the Light of History. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. Ridley, R. T. (2019). Akhenaten: A Historian’s View. American University in Cairo Press. Sadiki, L. (2014). Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring: Rethinking Democratization. Routledge. Schwoerer, L. G. (1992). The Revolution of 1688-89: Changing Perspectives. Cambridge
University Press. In this tutorial, we will examine the varied ways in which historians interpret the past. History can be a complex and multisided phenomenon, requiring multiple ways of viewing people, events, and places that have existed. This is especially true of American history. We will explore the various lenses that historians might apply when
interpreting or narrating the past, particularly the lenses of race, class, and gender. We will use the example of the history of slavery in America to illuminate these lenses. Our discussion will break down like this: There is no single correct way to view and interpret the past. In a similar vein, there is no single correct way to view and interpret the
history of the United States. When historians approach a broad topic, like that of the history of the United States, they often find themselves asking questions like the following: Who (or what) should I focus on? What are the most important events in U.S. history? What caused them? Why are certain events, people, or places emphasized more than
others? How are certain events, people, or places connected? These questions are often quite difficult for anyone studying history to answer and can lead historical inquiry down a variety of paths. For this reason, it is often helpful to think of the historian trying to capture the past as a photographer with a camera. The historian can use and apply a
variety of lenses, like a photographer, that change or influence the picture of the past that is being created. There are a multitude of lenses that a historian can use when studying history. A political lens when exploring topics such as influence of legislation and law, a technical lens when exploring inventions and advancements, an environmental lens
when exploring topics such as the impact of agriculture on soil and landscape. Think about all the lenses you can imagine that a historian would use when studying the past. We will discuss a few lenses in more detail in this lesson. Another way to think about the historical lens is to imagine a multisided geometric shape similar to a diamond or a
tetrahedron much like the image above. In the middle of this shape is the historical document, event, person, or place that the historian is studying. The interpretation of that document, event, person, or place will change, however, depending on which side of the tetrahedron you are on. Historical Lens Analytical approach that a historian may take
when interpreting and creating narratives about the past. It is important to note that even though your interpretation of the past may shift depending upon the lens you use to understand it, all lenses are interconnected and part of the same geometric pattern that is history. It is also important to note that there is no set number of perspectives to
consider. In fact, the more lenses you consider, the fuller your understanding of the past becomes. Historians constantly develop new questions, approaches, and methods to interpret past events. All of these techniques expand the size and breadth of historical lenses. There are more lenses than we can talk about in this lesson but let us take a quick
look at three of them that historians have used to approach U.S. history. We will accomplish this by highlighting the ways that historians have applied the lenses of class, race, and gender to the history of slavery in the United States. 2. Class and Slavery One way to approach the history of slavery in America is to think about and analyze it through the
lens of class. Class refers to the structuring of human society in terms of economic position and status. In other words, to view American history through the historical lens of class, you would examine the economic systems that defined not only the experiences of enslaved people but also the ways that slavery defined American history. Class The
structuring of human society in terms of economic position and status. Karl Marx Karl Marx was probably the biggest advocate for using class as a tool to understand history. In 1846, he described American slavery by writing: Direct slavery is just as much the pivot of bourgeois industry as machinery, credits, etc. Without slavery you have no cotton;
without cotton you have no modern industry. It is slavery that has given the [European] colonies their value; it is the colonies that have created world trade, and it is world trade that is the precondition of large-scale industry. Thus slavery is an economic category of the greatest importance (as cited by Marx, 1955). In other words, Marx interpreted
slavery as an economic system that exploited forced labor for the benefit of the upper classes (i.e., “bourgeois industry”). A class view of slavery means to emphasize the economic conditions in which enslaved individuals worked. The image above is of an 1856 auction of enslaved individuals in Charleston, South Carolina. This is an example of the type
of space where enslaved men and women were bought and sold in the United States. Many historians would analyze a photograph like this through the lens of economics or class. They would explain that these auctions took place in a marketplace where money exchanged hands between merchants and plantation owners. Historians could conclude
that enslaved persons were forced into economic conditions by enslavers who profited from their labor. Historians could continue to use a class-based narrative and argue that enslaved labor created an elite class of enslavers who gained significant political influence in the United States. These people most likely supported secession and later the
Confederacy during the Civil War. In this way, focusing on class sheds light not only on the types of marketplace interactions that occurred in American systems of slavery but also explains how slavery influenced the entire American political system and American history as a whole, as Marx suggested. 3. Race and Slavery Viewing slavery in America
in terms of class represents only one lens to interpret the past. Historians have also turned to the lens of race as a way to better understand U.S. history and American slavery, in particular. The term “race” is commonly used today, but it was not always the case. Race is a concept that has shifted over time and has changed meaning since slavery was
legal in the United States. Race The classification of humans into groups based on skin color or other physical characteristics and features. The practice of using forced labor for profit or trade existed prior to the formation of the United States. The image above depicts traders of enslaved people in North Africa. This form of slavery was used for
hundreds of years before the first market for the trade of enslaved persons was created in North America. In the pre-North-American trade of enslaved persons, enslaved Africans were most likely transported to other regions of Northern Africa and possibly even Europe. Contemporary observers and subsequent historians have argued that a new form
of human bondage evolved in the Americas following Christopher Columbus’ voyage in 1492. This form of enslavement gave rise to a system characterized by race or the viewing of Africans as part of a different race from that of White European masters. Because of this racialized form of slavery, the American system of slavery took on characteristics
defined by race. For example, during the early 19th century, enslavers in the Southern states argued that the people they enslaved were members of the “Negroid” races and, therefore, completely different from their White counterparts. This led to a series of attributes that were identified in each of the “races.” These attributes ultimately served to
reinforce the social and economic system of slavery. Viewing American slavery in this way has also allowed historians to argue that race and class were both part of the same history. Discussions of race and the slave economy feed off of one another and deepen our understanding of U.S. history. 4. Gender and Slavery Another lens that historians have
used in their approaches to understanding the past is that of gender. This term generally refers to the social and cultural ideas about what it means to be male or female. Historians have used this analytical tool to consider how gender was used to help create the sense of racial difference between White European enslavers and the Black men and
women they enslaved. The contrast between the gender roles of White Europeans and Black Africans was used to support the development of the race-based system of slavery. Gender The social and/or cultural vision of what it means to be male or female. When Europeans settled in North America in the 16th and 17th centuries, they brought with
them ideas about gender and the proper roles of men and women. These roles differed from those of various African groups. As the system of race-based slavery was taking hold in the New World, Europeans increasingly began to justify their enslavement of Africans through a process of social differentiation. This process of differentiation was
accomplished, in part, by comparing African women to European women. For example, historians have found that representations of African women in travel narratives published by European mariners and traders in the late 1500s and early 1600s helped reinforce the perception of racial distinctions. These travel narratives, which were widely read,
depicted African women as culturally coarse, highly sexual, and accustomed to hard agricultural labor. This contrasted with the European ideal of women who were supposed to be refined, modest, and responsible for the home. These travel narratives helped fortify the sense that Africans were different in crucial ways from Europeans. In this way,
ideas about gender helped European slaveholders justify their enslavement of Africans. This is just one example of the way in which historians have been able to show how race, gender, and class interacted in the history of slavery in the U.S. Can you think of three major events of American history that you could apply the lenses of class, race, and
gender to? This tutorial has painted a picture of the historian’s practice as one that occurs under the analytical tool of multiple lenses. There are varied and unique ways to approach the past, and these approaches are almost always interconnected. To make this case, we gave a brief overview of how historians have interpreted the history of slavery in
the United States using the lenses of class, race, and gender. We have only scratched the surface of these historical lenses. This tutorial has shown that when historians apply historical lenses to their subjects, our understanding of the past becomes far richer and more complex. When reading future tutorials, think about race, class, gender, and other
historical lenses that historians have applied. How do these lenses influence our interpretation of American history?






