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Jessie	ChangNov	26,	20215	min	readUpdated:	Apr	28,	2023UNITY	AND	HARMONY	are	considered	two	of	the	most	important	principles	of	design,	since	they’re	two	of	the	most	ever	present	principles	that	will	make	or	break	your	entire	piece.	This	concept	can	actually	be	somewhat	difficult	to	get	the	hang	of,	so	let’s	start	by	defining	what	unity	and
harmony	are!Are	your	students	not	fans	of	reading?	Don’t	worry.	We	have	a	short	and	sweet	video	all	about	unity	and	harmony	that	gives	them	a	fun	and	quick	rundown	of	the	principle,	suitable	for	grades	5	-	12!Unity	and	harmony	are	fairly	similar	in	terms	of	how	they’re	used	within	art,	so	it’s	much	simpler	to	group	them	together.	Unity	is	the
principle	that	controls	the	overall	cohesiveness	of	your	artwork.	It	helps	take	all	of	the	elements	of	art	and	make	them	feel	whole.	However,	while	making	everything	exactly	the	same	creates	unity,	it	can	make	your	art	feel	very	boring.This	is	when	harmony	comes	into	play	--	harmony	is	all	about	using	the	elements	of	art	to	point	out	the	similarities
within	different	subjects.	Harmony	could	be	as	technical	as	creating	a	cohesive	art	style,	or	as	simple	as	using	the	colour	red	within	every	object	you	add.	But	before	I	get	too	ahead	of	myself,	let’s	talk	about	how	to	use	unity	and	harmony!Boy	With	a	Pipe	by	Pablo	PicassoIt’s	incredibly	easy	to	create	unity	with	your	colour	--	all	you	need	to	do	is	work
with	the	same	colour	across	the	board.	However,	only	using	that	single	colour	can	get	fairly	boring,	so	harmony	steps	in	with	colour	schemes	and	palettes.	In	very	concise	terms,	a	colour	scheme	is	a	group	of	2	or	more	colours	that	look	good	together	according	to	the	colour	wheel.	The	addition	of	more	colours	adds	variety,	another	principle	of	design,
which	makes	your	art	look	much	more	interesting.A	Boy	With	A	Pipe	by	Pablo	Picasso	is	a	great	example	of	unity	and	harmony	being	used	within	a	historical	piece	of	art.	This	was	painted	during	Picasso’s	rose	period,	which	is	when	he	mostly	used	warmer	colours.	You	can	actually	see	that	he	used	an	orange	underpainting,	which	is	a	layer	of	paint	you
add	to	your	canvas	before	you	actually	start	painting	your	subject	matter.	So	even	though	this	entire	palette	is	complementary	(two	colours	across	from	each	other	on	the	colour	wheel),	it	still	feels	very	warm	overall.Similar	or	the	same	textures	that	are	used	within	a	piece	will	create	a	sense	of	unity.	For	instance,	if	the	majority	of	the	piece	has
rougher	textures	or	smoother	textures,	that	creates	unity.	Sometimes,	it	can	be	as	simple	as	the	texture	of	a	canvas	or	paper!	It	doesn’t	even	have	to	be	literal	texture	--	some	digital	artists	add	a	faux	paper	texture	to	their	artwork	to	create	that	sense	of	unity	through	implied	texture.	However,	just	like	colour,	we	still	want	a	variety	of	textures	in	there
in	order	to	create	visual	interest.Carved	Detail	from	the	Oseberg	Waggon	(c.	800)Within	more	ancient	artwork,	pieces	such	as	Carved	Detail	from	the	Oseberg	Waggon	from	the	viking	ages	show	a	striking	use	of	textural	unity	by	the	whole	piece	being	carved	out	of	wood.	Material	such	as	wood	or	marble	can	create	unity	within	sculpture,	since	it
creates	an	overarching	texture	within	the	entire	piece.	While	being	very	literal	and	unified,	the	natural	differences	within	the	wood	create	that	sense	of	harmony	--	while	it’s	all	wood,	it’s	not	all	exactly	the	same.The	Aztec	Sun	Stone	(c.	1502	-	1520)Just	like	the	previous	two,	using	similar	or	the	same	shapes	and	forms	within	an	art	piece	creates	unity.
But	that	doesn’t	mean	that	you	should	only	use	spheres	or	cubes	to	create	an	entire	piece	--	instead,	make	sure	that	all	the	different	shapes	are	drawn	similarly	to	create	harmony.	For	instance,	maybe	all	of	your	forms	have	rounded	edges,	or	have	super	sharp	and	defined	edges.The	Aztec	Sun	Stone	(Calendar	Stone),	a	piece	of	historical,	ancient	Aztec
art,	is	a	great	example	of	unity	through	these	shapes	and	forms.	Aztec	artwork	as	a	whole	has	a	very	distinct	style	--	the	majority,	if	not	all	of	their	shapes	are	very	geometric,	and	they	use	very	precise,	sharp	edges.	However,	these	forms	aren’t	all	the	same,	they	just	use	very	similar	techniques	in	order	to	be	drawn.	Because	of	their	similar	but	not
exactly	the	same	look,	they	create	harmony!Line	tends	to	be	the	simplest	to	work	with	in	terms	of	all	of	the	elements,	and	it’s	no	different	here	with	unity	and	harmony.	Actual	line	or	implied	line	can	be	used	to	create	unity,	whether	you’re	working	in	a	specific	line	art	style	for	your	drawing,	or	if	everything	is	going	in	the	same	direction,	creating
leading	lines.	When	working	with	actual	line,	harmony	is	created	through	line	weighting	or	line	colouration,	though	line	weighting	is	far	more	common.Actual	lines	are	the	more	common	way	of	creating	unity	and	harmony	throughout	your	artwork,	and	the	manga	Bibliomania	illustrated	by	Macchiro	is	an	excellent	example	of	this.	They	work	with	very
strong,	intricate	linework	--	if	you	zoom	in,	you	can	see	that	it’s	actually	broken	up	in	some	areas,	but	that	remains	consistent	throughout	the	entire	manga.	That	creates	unity!	However,	while	the	lines	are	crisp	and	consistent,	they	also	have	some	line	weighting	and	variety	to	them,	adding	that	extra	sense	of	harmony	to	the	entire	manga.Bibliomania
(illust.	Macchiro)Unity	and	harmony	are	things	you	probably	already	use	all	the	time,	but	now,	you’re	aware	of	it!	Sometimes	it	can	be	tough	to	understand	how	to	add	those	principles	into	your	artwork,	but	remember	that	unity	and	harmony	should	move	throughout	your	entire	piece	in	order	to	create	something	truly	cohesive!If	you’d	like	to	learn
more	about	the	principles	of	design	or	the	elements	of	art,	be	sure	to	tune	into	our	YouTube	playlist	that	has	concise	videos	all	about	the	elements	of	art	and	the	principles	of	design!	More	classroom	resources	like	this	one	can	be	found	on	our	art	resources	for	teachers	page,	where	we’ve	covered	all	of	the	elements	of	art.	If	you’re	a	teacher,	here	are
some	related	resources	for	your	classroom!	Any	teacher	now	can	facilitate	world-class	visual	art	lessons	—	even	with	no	art	experience!	Get	our	art	courses	designed	for	classrooms,	complete	with	step	by	step	video	lessons,	assessment	tools	and	handouts	you	can	use	every	year.	Tags:for	teachersart	educationPrinciples	of	DesignLive,	interactive	art
lessons	from	the	safety	of	home.	Flexible	enrollment.	Join	in	anytime!This	is	an	art	program	specifically	for	students	who	know	what	they'd	like	to	learn,	or	those	seeking	one-on-one	style	lessons.Doesn't	matter	what	grade	you	teach,	you	can	use	our	free	teaching	resources	to	help	you	educate	the	next	generation	of	artists.	Harmony	in	art	refers	to	a
well-balanced	arrangement	of	elements	that	creates	an	aesthetically	pleasing	composition.	It	relies	on	the	balance	between	different	visual	elements,	such	as	color,	line,	and	shape.	Harmony	in	graphic	design	is	the	process	of	creating	an	overall	aesthetic	that	is	pleasing	and	engaging	to	the	viewer.	Visual	harmony,	the	art	of	achieving	a	pleasing	and
balanced	composition,	plays	a	crucial	role	in	creating	effective	designs.In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	principles	of	visual	harmony	and	how	they	can	be	applied	to	various	elements	of	design,	including	lines,	shapes,	forms,	space,	colors,	values,	and	textures.	By	mastering	the	art	of	composition,	you	can	use	shapes	to	create	harmony	in	your
design.The	harmony	principle	of	design	involves	using	the	concepts	of	balance,	alignment,	unity,	and	relationship	to	make	design	components	work	seamlessly	together.	Harmony	is	the	most	important	principle	of	design,	referring	to	the	unity	achieved	through	consistent	selection	and	arrangement	of	objects	and	ideas.	To	create	harmony	with	shapes,
start	by	choosing	shapes	that	complement	your	message	and	use	them	strategically	throughout	your	design.	Graphic	design	can	create	a	sense	of	harmony	by	using	elements	like	color,	shape,	and	layout	in	a	balanced	and	pleasing	way.As	a	philosophy	of	design,	harmony	has	been	used	to	explain	aesthetic	beauty,	ethical	actions,	just	political	systems,
flourishing	teams,	and	sustainable	design.	Visual	harmony	refers	to	the	pleasing	arrangement	of	elements	within	a	design	to	create	a	sense	of	balance,	proportion,	and	unity.	Principles	of	Design	Part	07	HarmonyThe	focus	of	this	video	is	the	principle	of	harmony.	Find	printable	sketchbook	pages	at	…	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What'S	The
Difference	Between	Harmony	And	Unity?Unity	in	design	is	the	harmonious	fitting	of	each	element	into	the	overall	conception	of	the	artwork,	reflecting	how	these	elements	contribute	to	the	whole.	Conversely,	harmony	pertains	to	the	relationships	among	the	individual	elements	themselves.	While	both	terms	are	often	discussed	together	in	artistic
contexts,	they	denote	separate	compositional	principles.	Unity	signifies	a	state	of	oneness	or	cohesion,	wherein	all	components	align	towards	a	shared	objective.	In	contrast,	harmony	enhances	unity	by	utilizing	various	artistic	elements—such	as	color,	line,	shape,	form,	value,	space,	and	texture—to	foster	a	pleasing	aesthetic.The	distinction	between
the	two	can	be	summarized	as	follows:	harmony	relates	to	the	pleasing	combination	of	different	elements,	while	unity	conveys	a	state	of	collective	integration.	Harmony	emphasizes	a	more	appealing	arrangement,	whereas	unity	focuses	on	the	interconnectedness	of	these	elements.	Furthermore,	unity	imparts	a	sense	of	completeness,	wherein	the
design	appears	whole	and	requires	no	additional	alterations.	Harmony,	then,	enables	acknowledgment	of	diverse	elements	and	encourages	a	respectful	coexistence	within	the	composition.Ultimately,	while	unity	can	be	strengthened	through	harmony,	an	art	piece	may	exhibit	unity	even	in	the	absence	of	complete	harmony.	Therefore,	we	can	consider
harmony	as	a	kind	of	unity—allowing	a	balance	of	differences	that	ultimately	contributes	to	overall	cohesiveness.	In	artistic	practice,	understanding	the	interrelations	between	unity	and	harmony	is	essential	for	creating	compelling	and	effective	compositions.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	The	Golden	Rule	Of	Harmony?The	golden	ratio,
denoted	by	the	Greek	letter	φ	(phi),	is	a	mathematical	constant	approximately	equal	to	1.	61803398874989482045.	It	has	captivated	artists	for	centuries	as	a	guide	for	achieving	beauty	and	harmony	in	their	works.	Alongside	this,	the	Golden	Rule,	which	asserts	"treat	others	as	you	wish	to	be	treated,"	serves	as	a	vital	ethical	principle	aimed	at
nurturing	compassion,	kindness,	and	mutual	respect.	While	the	Golden	Mean	and	the	Golden	Rule	differ	in	focus,	both	share	the	goal	of	nurturing	virtuous	behavior	and	moral	decision-making.The	Golden	Rule,	often	termed	the	law	of	reciprocity,	emphasizes	understanding	others'	feelings,	needs,	and	well-being,	propelling	social	harmony	and	ethical
integrity.	Successful	interactions	hinge	upon	treating	others	how	they	desire	to	be	treated,	and	this	principle	resonates	across	various	cultures	and	religious	teachings.	Its	universal	simplicity	makes	it	one	of	the	most	celebrated	moral	ideals	throughout	history.Read	also:		What	Percentage	Of	Scientists	Believe	In	Intelligent	Design?Additionally,	the
golden	ratio	symbolizes	balance	and	divine	proportion	within	the	universe,	reflecting	harmony	that	extends	beyond	art	into	nature	and	human	relationships.	Both	the	golden	ratio	and	the	Golden	Rule	emphasize	the	importance	of	moderation	and	balance;	even	desirable	pursuits,	if	taken	to	excess,	can	lead	to	suffering.	Thus,	embracing	the	Golden
Rule	can	forge	positive	connections	and	a	more	compassionate	world.In	essence,	the	golden	ratio	and	the	Golden	Rule	exemplify	principles	of	beauty	and	ethical	living	that	enrich	our	lives	and	foster	a	greater	appreciation	for	harmony	in	both	art	and	interpersonal	relationships.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Are	The	3	Parts	Of	Harmony?
Understanding	three	basic	concepts—chord	tones	and	extensions,	triads,	and	tritones—is	vital	for	writing	effective	harmony	lines.	Harmony	serves	to	support	the	melody,	which	typically	resides	in	the	middle	part	of	a	three-part	harmony	structure.	It's	crucial	for	each	harmony	part	to	maintain	its	distinct	identity	rather	than	simply	selecting	favorite
notes.	Before	composing,	one	must	identify	the	song's	key	and	its	major	or	minor	tonality.In	barbershop	quartets,	harmony	is	structured	in	four	parts,	including	a	lead	melody	and	three	accompanying	harmonies.	Basic	vocal	harmonies	usually	employ	intervals	of	an	octave,	a	major	or	minor	third,	or	a	perfect	fifth	to	complement	the	lead.	The
foundation	of	chords	follows	a	"one,	three,	five"	pattern,	where	the	intervals	are	defined	as	major	or	minor	thirds,	which	are	critical	for	harmony	construction.For	creating	three-part	harmony,	it’s	essential	to	grasp	both	the	standalone	melody	and	how	different	harmony	parts	interact.	Each	voice	should	ideally	sing	different	notes—typically	organized
a	third	above	or	below	the	melody—as	they	contribute	to	a	cohesive	musical	texture.	Music	theory	allows	for	composition	in	various	part	structures,	but	traditional	three-part	harmony	primarily	relies	on	the	first,	third,	and	fifth	notes	of	a	scale,	exemplifying	the	vertical	and	horizontal	dimensions	of	harmony	in	musical	composition.	(Image	Source:
Pixabay.com)	What	Is	Visual	Harmony	In	Design?Visual	Harmony	denotes	the	pleasing	arrangement	of	design	elements,	essential	for	achieving	balance,	proportion,	and	unity.	This	concept,	fundamental	in	both	art	and	graphic	design,	emphasizes	the	strategic	use	of	color,	shape,	space,	and	texture	to	ensure	that	all	components	blend	smoothly	into	a
cohesive	composition.	The	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	is	central	to	creative	composition,	guiding	the	arrangement	of	elements	to	instill	balance	and	coherence,	resulting	in	an	aesthetically	appealing	piece.	Harmony	manifests	through	the	thoughtful	combination	of	various	elements	that	contribute	to	a	unified	whole,	ultimately	fostering	a	visually
satisfying	effect.Visual	harmony	is	pivotal	in	crafting	effective	designs	across	different	mediums,	whether	graphic,	web,	or	interior	design.	The	satisfaction	derived	from	harmonious	arrangements	depends	on	the	careful	selection	and	placement	of	visual	components.	While	harmony	contributes	to	unity,	it	is	essential	to	balance	it	with	contrast,	as	an
excess	of	harmony	can	diminish	interest.	Visual	harmony	can	be	enhanced	by	employing	tools	such	as	shapes	and	colors,	which	serve	as	building	blocks	for	cohesive	designs.Furthermore,	design	hierarchy	plays	a	critical	role	in	establishing	visual	order,	while	principles	like	visual	echo	promote	unity	through	repetition.	Insights	derived	from	Gestalt
theory	affirm	that	our	minds	naturally	seek	coherence	and	completeness	in	visual	arrangements.	In	this	exploration	of	visual	harmony,	the	aim	is	to	master	the	art	of	creating	aesthetically	pleasing	and	interconnected	designs	that	resonate	with	viewers.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	How	Do	You	Know	If	An	Artwork	Has	Unity	Or	Harmony?UNITY	in
art	refers	to	the	way	separate	parts	collaborate	in	a	composition	to	evoke	a	feeling	of	wholeness	and	harmony.	By	incorporating	similar	elements	and	arranging	them	thoughtfully,	artists	can	create	a	sense	of	"oneness."	In	contrast,	VARIETY	introduces	contrast	and	interest	through	the	juxtaposition	of	diverse	elements.	While	the	concepts	of	unity	and
harmony	are	often	intertwined	in	discussions	of	art,	they	denote	different	principles.	Unity	encapsulates	the	overall	coherence	of	a	composition,	while	harmony	highlights	the	relationships	between	the	individual	components.Artists	achieve	unity	by	organizing	elements	to	establish	cohesion	and	balance.	Techniques	such	as	simplicity,	which	limits
variations,	and	proximity,	which	minimizes	negative	spacing	between	shapes,	promote	harmony	in	art.	Unity	works	toward	this	holistic	quality,	enhanced	by	harmony	among	similar	shapes	and	colors.	In	practice,	unity	gives	artworks	a	complete	and	aesthetically	pleasing	appearance,	evoking	a	sense	of	stability	and	satisfaction.On	the	other	hand,
harmony	focuses	on	the	visual	satisfaction	derived	from	the	effective	combination	of	related	elements.	A	harmonious	piece	generally	exhibits	unity,	yet	a	work	can	showcase	unity	without	fully	embodying	harmony.	Ultimately,	when	viewers	perceive	coherence	and	a	smooth	flow	in	an	artwork,	they	recognize	that	compositional	unity	has	been
achieved.	An	artwork	that	radiates	unity	will	appear	complete	and	visually	appealing,	enhancing	the	overall	experience	and	interpretation	of	the	piece.	Understanding	how	unity	and	harmony	interplay	in	artworks	allows	artists	and	audiences	to	appreciate	the	deeper	principles	of	composition	in	visual	and	performing	arts.Read	also:		What	Is	Artificial
Lighting	In	Interior	Design?	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	The	Harmony	Principle?The	harmony	principles	serve	as	frameworks	for	understanding	and	applying	harmony	in	practice,	drawing	from	values	that	stem	from	these	concepts.	Education	centered	on	harmony	is	meaningful	and	coherent,	centered	on	the	idea	of	wholeness.	The	Harmony
Principle	of	Design	is	fundamental	in	creative	composition,	guiding	the	arrangement	of	elements	to	create	balance	and	unity.	In	art,	harmony	denotes	the	pleasing	arrangement	of	visual	components,	where	every	element	contributes	to	a	cohesive	whole.	It	deals	with	how	well	elements	work	together,	focusing	on	the	similarities	of	distinct	but	related
parts,	distinct	from	unity,	although	it	enhances	it.The	five	key	concepts	of	design—Balance	(Alignment),	Rhythm	(Repetition),	Proportion	(Proximity),	Dominance	(Emphasis),	and	Unity—highlight	the	significance	of	unity	and	harmony	in	any	piece	of	art.	Harmony	instills	a	visually	satisfying	effect	through	the	combination	of	similar	or	related	elements,
such	as	adjacent	colors	or	similar	shapes.	This	principle	fosters	cohesiveness,	allowing	viewers	to	feel	a	sense	of	pleasure	and	understanding	when	experiencing	a	piece.Moreover,	harmony	involves	maintaining	balance	and	promoting	the	well-being	of	natural	systems,	illustrating	dynamic	interrelationships.	Ultimately,	harmony	in	art	is	achieved	when
elements	converge	in	a	unified	manner,	resulting	in	comfort	and	integration—an	emblem	of	fairness,	balance,	and	‘rightness,’	making	it	the	most	important	principle	of	design.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	An	Example	Of	Harmony	In	Visual	Art?The	Starry	Night	by	Vincent	Van	Gogh	showcases	harmony	in	art	through	a	balanced	arrangement
of	colors	and	elements.	The	strong	blue	of	the	sky	resonates	with	the	land,	while	the	light	from	the	stars	permeates	the	wind	and	houses.	This	cohesive	use	of	color	establishes	an	aesthetically	pleasing	composition,	where	each	visual	element	contributes	to	a	unified	whole.	Harmony	in	art	is	characterized	by	the	combination	of	similar	or	related
elements	like	line,	shape,	color,	and	texture,	creating	a	sense	of	balance,	coherence,	and	unity.	It	evokes	a	visually	satisfying	effect	that	delights	viewers,	demonstrating	how	various	elements	work	together	harmoniously.Color	harmony	involves	achieving	a	beautiful	balance	between	unified	colors	alongside	vibrant	contrasts,	which	can	elevate	the
artwork.	For	instance,	in	Monet’s	water	lilies	series,	the	multitude	of	water	lilies	illustrates	seamless	harmony.	Artists	may	employ	analogous	color	schemes	to	achieve	similar	effects,	utilizing	adjacent	colors	or	related	shapes	to	enhance	visual	appeal.Ultimately,	harmony	encapsulates	the	essence	of	art,	inviting	viewers	to	experience	pleasure	from	a
well-structured	arrangement	of	elements.	When	elements	such	as	colors	and	textures	are	logically	and	pleasingly	combined,	the	artwork	comes	alive,	generating	an	engaging	experience.	In	summary,	harmony	in	art	represents	the	principle	of	coherence	that	artists	strive	to	achieve,	resulting	in	captivating	and	impactful	compositions	that	resonate
with	the	audience.	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	What	Is	An	Example	Of	Harmony?Harmony	is	a	fundamental	element	of	music	characterized	by	the	simultaneous	combination	of	different	musical	notes,	creating	a	pleasing	sound.	For	instance,	two	flutes	playing	the	same	melody	using	distinct	notes	exemplifies	harmony,	as	does	two	singers
harmonizing	while	performing	the	same	lyrics	in	different	pitches.	This	article	aims	to	showcase	30	identifiable	examples	of	harmony,	encompassing	both	natural	and	human-made	phenomena.	Harmony	can	connect	various	aspects	of	music,	such	as	melody,	chords,	and	individual	voices,	to	produce	a	cohesive	auditory	experience.In	the	realm	of	music
theory,	harmony	generally	refers	to	chords	and	chord	progressions,	distinguishing	itself	from	melody,	which	focuses	on	sequences	of	single	notes.	Consonant	harmony	comprises	notes	that	work	in	unison	to	produce	agreeable	sounds,	while	dissonant	harmony	introduces	tension,	contributing	to	the	overall	complexity.	Examples	of	harmony	in
renowned	music	include	Beethoven's	"Symphony	No.	9,"	noted	for	its	harmonic	tension,	and	barbershop	quartets,	which	feature	four-part	arrangements	that	blend	a	melody	line	with	three	harmony	parts.Harmony	can	also	be	illustrated	through	common	musical	practices,	such	as	choirs	singing	harmoniously,	where	multiple	voices	converge	to	enrich
the	sound.	Delivering	harmony	in	music	involves	composing	chords,	which	consist	of	two	or	more	notes.	The	essence	of	harmony	lies	in	its	ability	to	craft	layered	sounds	that	produce	unique	auditory	experiences,	thereby	enhancing	the	overall	musical	composition.From	orchestrated	performances,	where	different	instruments	contribute	to	a
harmonious	whole,	to	simple	vocal	arrangements,	the	application	of	harmony	remains	a	crucial	aspect	of	music	across	various	genres,	ensuring	that	what	the	audience	perceives	is	engaging	and	pleasing	to	the	ear.	UNITY	AND	HARMONY	The	Principles	of	Design	EXPLAINED!Art	Demo	&	Livestream	Highlights	Unity	and	Harmony!	What	is	unity	and
what	is	harmony	in	art?	Why	have	we	grouped	them	…	Have	you	ever	walked	in	a	home	where	each	room	had	its	own	color	scheme	or	style?	It	can	feel	a	bit	overwhelming	and	disjointed.	Many	of	my	clients	may	not	have	a	clear	vision	of	what	they	want	their	space	to	look	like	they	always	tell	me	they	want	it	to	feel	cohesive	and	inviting.	With	the
direction	in	new	construction	over	the	last	10	years	leaning	towards	large	open	spaces	versus	the	separate,	clearly	defined	rooms	of	the	past,	unity	and	harmony	are	move	important	than	ever.	UNITY	&	HARMONY	Unity	in	design	occurs	when	the	elements	in	a	space	work	together	in	such	a	way	that	the	resulting	look	is	balanced	and	harmonious.	It	is
difficult	to	achieve	unity	without	harmony.		Harmony	is	accomplished	by	the	repetition	of	a	particular	design	element,	such	as	color,	shape,	texture,	etc…	that	harmony	is	what	creates	the	sense	of	unity.	DIY’ers	beware,	too	much	unity	in	a	room	can	lack	personality	and	interest.	So	what	do	unity	&	harmony	look	like	in	interior	design?	Designed	by
Srote	&	Co	Using	the	same	color	in	different	intensities	and	items	in	a	similar	scale	give	this	room	a	restful	feel	with	visual	interest.	Make	sure	to	visit	SroteCo.com	to	see	how	we	incorporate	unity	and	harmony	everyday	into	our	own	projects.	Unity	in	design	means	creating	a	sense	of	visual	similarity	between	different	elements	in	a	composition.	It
unites	all	the	elements	used	in	a	composition	and	balances	them	with	each	other	to	create	a	sense	of	visual	similarity.	In	this	article,	we’ll	be	talking	about	unity	and	its	example	with	some	infographics	to	better	understand	the	topic.	Let’s	dive	into	it	straight	away.	Essentially,	unity	refers	to	the	merging	of	all	things	that	come	together	while	ignoring
their	distinctions.	In	design	and	art,	unity	equals	harmony	and	balance	between	the	elements	used	in	a	composition.	It	provides	a	constant	sense	of	visual	familiarity	to	the	users.	A	basic	example	of	unity	in	design	can	be	seen	in	Ugmonk’s	site.	Ugmonk’s	homepage	has	an	image	of	t-shirts	on	a	wardrobe.	The	background	and	all	other	supporting
elements	create	a	sense	of	unison	as	if	it	really	is	a	real-world	wardrobe.	Unity	in	design	with	help	of	all	supporting	elements.	Unity	is	best	applied	to	create	consistency	in	design.	Let’s	assume	we’re	working	on	a	new	project	and	we	need	to	choose	our	brand	colors.	Instead	of	using	random	colors,	we	might	want	to	use	an	analogous	color	scheme	to
give	the	final	design	a	feeling	of	consistency	and	cohesion.	Lack	of	unity	in	design	would	make	the	composition	disarranged	and	disorganized,	further	proving	it	to	be	an	important	aspect	in	design.	For	me	personally,	designers	who	are	just	getting	started	should	invest	and	focus	on	achieving	unity	in	their	designs	first.	Only	then	would	it	be	easy	for
designers	to	get	more	into	advanced	implementations	like	variety.	It	is	the	one	area	that	can	visibly	differentiate	a	good	designer	from	the	rest	of	the	crowd.		Unity	is	an	important	aspect	in	design	and	its	importance	is	needed	to	achieve	the	completeness	of	a	product.	Some	of	its	importance	are	listed	as:		It	emphasizes	your	concept	and	theme	and
helps	communicate	your	message	to	your	reader.It	brings	wholeness	to	the	entire	design	to	bring	balance	and	visual	comfort	to	your	users.It	leads	to	order	and	organization	between	the	design	elements	and	lets	the	designers	offer	creativity	to	their	work.It	guides	the	designer	on	how	to	use	all	the	other	principles	to	achieve	visually	pleasing
compositions.	To	create	unity	in	a	design,	each	element	is	created	to	support	the	other.	We	use	different	design	principles	to	achieve	unity	in	design:	Repetition:	Repetition	is	the	use	of	similar	or	connected	elements.	It	works	with	patterns	to	make	the	artwork	active	and	give	a	sense	of	familiarity	to	the	users.	It	is	because	repeating	similar
components	will	make	them	look	related	to	each	other.Balance	and	alignment:	Elements	that	follow	a	common	axis	and	bring	equilibrium	to	the	composition	creates	unity.	Design	with	balanced	visual	weight	on	either	side	of	the	imaginary	axis	will	make	it	related	to	each	other.Proximity:	Elements	that	are	closer	to	each	other	are	most	likely	to	be
perceived	as	elements	with	common	properties.	It	goes	hand	in	hand	with	repetition.	Explore	more	on	this	with	the	article	“Gestalt’s	design	principles:	Proximity”.Contrast:	Contrast	can	be	used	in	interesting	ways	to	add	more	dynamics	to	a	unified	design.	It	can	be	applied	using	color,	typography,	alignment,	or	some	other	combination.	In	order	to
establish	unity	in	your	design,	the	best	way	is	to	continuously	take	a	step	back	along	the	process	and	analyze	whether	or	not	its	core	is	unified.	If	you’re	a	designer,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	have	your	friends	or	coworkers	review	your	work	from	a	unity	standpoint	before	making	a	striking	change.	The	next	step	to	get	further	into	unity	and	how	it	can	be
achieved	with	the	other	principles	of	design	would	be	to	understand	‘variety’.	Visit	my	article	on	“Variety-	Principles	of	Design”	where	I	explain	how	unity	can	be	achieved	through	variety	here.	Also,	check	out	my	article	on	the	11	design	principles	which	explains	the	guidelines	on	how	to	use	visual	elements	to	create	a	composition.	I	would	also
suggest	you	read	up	on	the	Variety	principle	of	design	to	better	understand	how	these	two	principles	are	interconnected.	As	a	design	principle,	unity	is	unique.		It	doesn’t	come	with	strict	rules	or	defined	guidelines.	Rather,	it	unites	all	the	other	design	principles	within	a	composition	to	create	a	cohesive	whole.		But	backing	up	for	a	second	here,	why
should	you	care?		Well,	if	you	need	to	design	your	own	business	communications,	understanding	unity	and	the	principles	it	encompasses	can	be	a	big	help.	With	a	basic	grasp	of	the	unity	design	principle,	you	can	take	your	documents	from	underwhelming	to	over	the	top	impressive.		And	rest	assured,	you	don’t	need	to	be	a	graphic	designer	to	grasp
this	concept.	I’ll	explain	it	in	plain,	practical	English	with	lots	of	examples	and	tips	to	help	you	kick	your	communications	up	a	notch.	Here	it	goes!			Unity	is	all	about	creating	harmony	in	your	designs.	It	involves	using	harmonious	colors,	shapes	and	textures,	balancing	positive	and	negative	space,	and	playing	with	repetition,	proximity	and	alignment.	
All	of	these	principles	come	together	like	puzzle	pieces	to	form	a	beautiful	picture.		CREATE	THIS	SOCIAL	MEDIA	TEMPLATE		It’s	worth	noting,	unity	or	harmony	doesn’t	mean	a	design	is	perfectly	balanced	(read:	boring).	An	asymmetrical	or	seemingly	random	design	can	still	feel	harmonious,	provided	the	elements	you	choose	complement	each
other.	You	can	also	pair	variety	with	repetition	to	achieve	unity	in	a	design.	If	you’re	scratching	your	head	right	about	now,	don’t	worry	—	I’ll	dig	into	all	of	these	concepts	in	more	depth	a	little	later	on!		But	to	give	you	a	quick	taste	of	what	unity	looks	like,	here’s	an	example	of	a	professionally	designed	Venngage	template:		CREATE	THIS
INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		As	you	can	see,	there	are	many	elements	in	this	design	—	a	header,	images,	colors,	icons,	motifs,	text	and	a	patterned	background	to	boot.	Yet	all	of	these	elements	come	together	harmoniously.		How?	For	starters,	each	element	adheres	to	a	key	theme	and	message.	You	could	say	this	infographic	achieves	both	conceptual
and	visual	unity…	Return	to	Table	of	Contents	Simply	put,	conceptual	unity	has	to	do	with	content	elements,	while	visual	unity	relates	to	design	elements	(i.e.	it’s	the	principle	discussed	in	this	article!).	The	term	“conceptual	unity”	applies	more	to	user	experience	design	—	it	involves	thinking	about	how	to	present	content	in	a	logical	and	streamlined
way	to	users.	That	said,	the	premise	here	can	apply	to	visual	design	too.		For	instance,	if	you’re	making	an	infographic,	you’ll	want	to	think	through	how	to	present	the	information	in	the	most	logical	and	cohesive	way	possible.	In	other	words,	in	a	conceptually	unified	manner.		Here’s	an	example	of	an	infographic	with	minimal	content	and	a	clear
message:		CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		Notice	how	the	content	lines	up	with	the	visual	elements	in	this	design.	Clearly,	the	designer	considered	both	conceptual	and	visual	unity.	The	end	result	is	a	cohesive,	easy-to-understand	infographic.		You	can	also	achieve	unity	in	more	complex	designs,	like	the	example	below.	Despite	the	mix	of
real-life	images	and	illustrative	graphics,	this	infographic	is	cohesive	since	the	key	elements	are	all	on	theme.		CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		Are	you	starting	to	see	how	design	elements	can	work	together	to	create	a	sense	of	oneness?	No	worries,	either	way…	I’m	not	done	yet!		Here’s	another	example	of	a	unified	design.	In	this	instance,
the	designer	used	similar	shapes,	colors	and	textures,	and	placed	each	element	with	care	to	create	a	visually	pleasing,	harmonious	composition:		CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		Pro-tip:	if	you’re	struggling	to	achieve	a	cohesive	feel	in	your	designs,	Venngage	can	help.	Whether	you’re	making	an	infographic,	presentation,	business	plan	or
any	other	form	of	visual	communication,	get	a	head	start	with	a	Venngage	template.		Between	a	user-friendly,	drag-and-drop	interface	and	a	vast	selection	of	professionally	designed	templates,	you’ll	be	creating	unified	designs	in	no	time.	Just	so	you	know,	some	of	our	templates	are	free	to	use	and	some	require	a	small	monthly	fee.	Sign	up	is	always
free,	as	is	access	to	Venngage’s	online	drag-and-drop	editor.	Return	to	Table	of	Contents	So,	now	you	know	what	unity	is	in	graphic	design.	But	maybe	you’re	wondering	why	unity	is	effective	in	design.	Here	are	a	few	reasons:		Unity	is	pleasing	to	the	eye.	It	can	help	you	catch	and	hold	a	viewer’s	attention.	When	all	the	elements	in	a	design	work
together	to	create	a	unified	look,	the	end	product	is	sure	to	delight	and	engage	your	audience.		Unity	can	aid	comprehension.	Remember,	to	achieve	unity,	a	design	must	follow	other	principles,	like	repetition,	proximity	and	visual	hierarchy.	All	of	these	principles	aid	comprehension.	Repetition	helps	a	viewer	identify	elements	with	ease.	Proximity
indicates	which	elements	relate	to	each	other.	Hierarchy	tells	the	viewer	what’s	most	important.	And	so	on.	It	follows	that	when	you	combine	all	these	elements	in	a	unified	design,	the	resulting	visual	is	easy	to	understand	at	a	glance.		Unity	can	highlight	a	key	message.	If	a	design	is	cohesive,	any	contrasting	elements	will	stand	out	even	better.	This
makes	it	easier	to	place	emphasis	on	an	important	message.	A	viewer	won’t	be	distracted	by	discordant	elements	or	confused	by	lots	of	contrast.	You	can	draw	their	eye	to	one	key	element,	whether	that’s	through	contrast	or	some	other	method	of	emphasis.		Unity	creates	balance.	What	came	first,	unity	or	the	design	principle	balance?	An	argument
can	be	made	either	way	but	the	result	is	the	same:	an	effective	design.	When	elements	in	a	design	are	evenly	distributed,	the	eye	will	flow	from	section	to	section	in	a	logical	manner,	making	the	message	even	easier	to	understand.		Unity	promotes	creativity.	If	you	follow	all	the	basic	design	principles	—	and	thus	achieve	unity	—	you	can	do	all	sorts	of
things	with	a	design.	You	can	get	creative	and	combine	colors,	shapes	and	textures	in	new	and	interesting	ways.	This	can	lead	to	even	more	eye-catching	designs	that	promote	information	consumption	and	retention.		Did	you	notice	all	these	benefits	have	something	in	common?	They	contribute	to	effective	communication.	By	creating	unified	designs,
you	can	help	your	audience	better	understand	your	message.		For	example,	the	template	below	presents	a	lot	of	information,	but	it	does	so	effectively	by	using	just	two	colors,	two	typefaces	and	one	illustration	style.	Because	of	these	unifying	elements,	the	information	is	cohesive	and	easily	consumable.	CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE	
Here’s	another	example	of	unity	in	action.	Notice	how	similar	shapes,	icons	and	color	groupings	create	a	cohesive	look	that	makes	it	easy	for	a	viewer	to	read	through	the	infographic	and	grasp	its	key	points.		CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		Return	to	Table	of	Contents	In	many	ways!	You	can	apply	unity	to	your	designs	by…		Choosing
harmonious	colors	is	the	most	straightforward	way	to	achieve	unity.	When	all	the	colors	in	a	design	work	together,	it	creates	a	natural	sense	of	cohesion.	Not	to	mention,	an	appealing	aesthetic.	If	you’re	not	sure	how	to	put	together	a	harmonious	palette,	read	up	on	picking	colors	here.		Just	like	with	color,	when	all	the	shapes	in	a	design	jive,	it
creates	a	sense	of	unity.	Take	the	template	below.	The	squares	and	circles	unify	the	design	and	make	it	easy	for	the	audience	to	scan	and	digest	the	message.	Note,	the	design	principle	at	work	here	is	repetition!	CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		In	graphic	design,	texture	refers	to	the	perceived	finish	or	feel	of	a	surface.	You	can	use	images
or	patterns	to	evoke	the	feeling	of	texture	in	your	designs.	For	example,	an	image	of	a	bumpy	oil	painting	can	create	the	illusion	of	texture	in	a	two	dimensional	design.		Again,	when	all	the	textures	in	your	design	work	together,	this	contributes	to	unity.	For	instance,	in	the	template	below,	the	foreground	elements	are	plain	and	smooth	to	balance	out
the	texture	of	the	patterned	background.	The	patterned	background	also	ensures	the	white	space	in	this	design	isn’t	overwhelming.	CREATE	THIS	SOCIAL	MEDIA	TEMPLATE		There	are	several	design	principles	related	to	placement,	including	proximity,	repetition	and	alignment.	Of	course,	all	of	these	principles	contribute	to	unity.		Real	quick,
proximity	is	(you	guessed	it!)	how	near	or	far	elements	are	from	each	other.	Repetition	refers	to	reusing	elements	strategically	throughout	a	design.	And	alignment	is	all	about	how	elements	relate	to	each	other	(i.e.	how	they	align).		Positive	and	negative	space	are	also	a	factor	when	it	comes	to	placing	elements.	Negative	or	white	space	is	the
breathing	room	around	elements,	while	positive	space	is	visually	full.	By	balancing	these	two	factors,	you	can	ensure	your	composition	isn’t	too	sparse,	or	on	the	flip	side,	too	busy.	Here’s	an	example	of	a	balanced	composition:	the	hierarchy	of	information	is	clear,	the	elements	are	in	logical	groups,	repetition	makes	the	data	easy	to	digest,	the
alignment	is	on	point	and	the	four	leaf	clovers	ensure	there	isn’t	too	much	white	space	at	the	top	of	the	design.	The	end	result?	Unity.	CREATE	THIS	CHART	TEMPLATE		As	you	can	see,	unity	is	closely	tied	to	every	design	principle	in	the	book!	For	more	insights,	be	sure	to	check	out	our	complete	breakdown	on	the	principles	of	design.		Return	to
Table	of	Contents	Basics,	check!	Now,	let’s	dig	a	little	deeper	into	how	to	apply	unity	in	design.	Here	are	some	more	specific	graphic	design	tips	to	help	you	get	started:		First	thing’s	first,	to	achieve	unity,	you	need	to	be	clear	on	the	purpose	of	your	design.	Before	committing	anything	to	screen	or	paper,	make	sure	you	figure	out	the	key	message
you’re	trying	to	convey.	Otherwise,	you	risk	sending	mixed	messages	about	the	importance	of	different	pieces	of	information.		I	recommend	creating	an	outline	before	getting	started	on	a	design.	Just	like	with	an	article	or	report,	an	outline	helps	clarify	all	your	key	points	and	keeps	you	focused	on	what	matters.	In	other	words,	this	step	can	help	with
conceptual	unity,	in	addition	to	visual	unity.	As	mentioned,	proximity	refers	to	the	distance	between	elements,	which	tells	us	a	lot	about	their	relationship.	When	you	group	visual	elements	together,	the	mind	automatically	sees	them	as	related.	So	by	using	proximity,	you	can	guide	the	viewer	to	certain	conclusions.		Take	this	simple	mind	map	template,
for	example.	The	relationship	between	topics	is	easy	to	take	in	at	a	glance	because	of	the	proximity	between	each	branch	and	sub-branch:	CREATE	THIS	MIND	MAP	TEMPLATE		In	addition	to	proximity,	alignment	helps	establish	relationships	between	parts	of	your	design.	For	instance,	if	two	separate	paragraphs	align	on	an	axis,	it	implies	those
words	belong	to	a	single	section.	If	another	paragraph	aligns	on	a	different	axis,	that	information	represents	a	different	thought.	Alignment	also	ensures	your	final	design	is	neat	and	tidy.	You	can	also	go	for	a	more	carefree	aesthetic	by	not	aligning	elements.	Just	make	sure	you’re	consistent	in	your	choices	to	achieve	unity	at	the	end	of	the	day!
Repetition	refers	to	reusing	elements	strategically	throughout	a	design.	(See	what	I	did	there?)		This	principle	is	especially	useful	for	large-scale	or	multi-page	designs.	Repetitive	elements	(i.e.	shapes	and	symbols	that	appear	across	different	pages	or	parts	of	a	visual)	can	tie	separate	sections	together.		Repetition	signals	to	the	viewer	that	each	page
or	section	is	a	part	of	the	whole…	which,	of	course,	supports	unity!		There	are	many	more	design	principles	you	can	experiment	with	to	achieve	unity,	like	rhythm,	movement	and	balance.		Rhythm	and	movement	go	hand	in	hand	—	these	techniques	create	visual	energy	by	suggesting	action.	For	instance,	you	might	alternate	between	colors	to	create	a
rhythm,	or	use	a	dotted	line	to	move	the	eye	through	a	design.	When	it	comes	to	balance,	you	might	use	symmetry	for	more	formal	communications.	Or,	you	might	opt	for	an	asymmetrical	balance	to	increase	visual	interest.		Just	remember,	every	piece	of	your	design	should	support	your	main	message.	So	don’t	add	elements	just	for	the	sake	of	adding
them.	Use	each	element	and	principle	with	purpose,	and	you’ll	end	up	with	a	unified	design,	like	this	one:		CREATE	THIS	INFOGRAPHIC	TEMPLATE		Return	to	Table	of	Contents	The	seven	most	common	principles	of	design	are:	unity	(harmony),	hierarchy,	repetition,	emphasis,	alignment,	contrast	and	balance.	There	are	many	more	design	principles
to	explore	as	well,	like	rhythm,	movement	and	white	space.	The	seven	elements	of	design	are	shape,	color,	space,	form,	line,	value,	and	texture.	These	are	the	building	blocks	of	any	design.		A	principle	in	design	is	a	practice	to	follow	in	order	to	create	a	harmonious,	unified	design.	On	the	other	hand,	an	element	is	a	piece	of	a	design	that	forms	the
basis	of	a	composition	or	image.		Return	to	Table	of	Contents	Without	unity,	your	designs	may	feel	just	a	little	off.	Your	business	communications	may	be	just	a	little	confusing.	Or,	your	data	visualizations	may	be	just	a	little	hard	to	understand.		So	it’s	worth	getting	familiar	with	this	unifying	principle	of	design,	and	how	you	can	use	it	to	get	your	next
project	just	right.	And	hey,	whatever	that	project	may	be,	you	don’t	have	to	start	from	scratch!	With	Venngage’s	selection	of	professionally	designed	templates,	you	can	create	visuals	that	are	perfectly	unified,	every	time.				Home	»	Havenly	Posts	»	Design	101	»	Harmony	and	Unity	Are	the	Foundation	of	Good	Design—Here’s	How	to	Master	Them
Harmony	isn’t	just	important	in	music—it’s	also	a	key	element	of	great	design.	But	when	we	talk	about	harmony	in	a	physical	sense,	what	exactly	do	we	mean?	In	a	nutshell,	harmony	is	the	sense	that	one	thing	belongs	with	another—a	pleasing	combination	of	elements	that	work	together	to	create	a	successful	design.		Along	with	balance,	rhythm,
emphasis,	scale	and	proportion,	contrast,	and	detail,	harmony	and	unity	complete	the	seven	principles	of	interior	design—or	the	fundamental	elements	that	create	beautiful,	functional	interiors.	You	can	think	of	them	as	an	interior	designer’s	guiding	forces.	Though	trends	may	come	and	go	and	decor	styles	may	change,	these	seven	principles	are
everlasting.	Of	these	principles,	harmony	and	unity	allow	your	home’s	style	to	truly	shine.	Together,	they	act	as	the	foundation	of	a	room,	giving	a	space	that	ineffable	sense	of	calm	and	flow	that	puts	you	at	ease.	Without	further	ado,	put	on	your	designer	hat	for	a	moment	and	let’s	dive	in	to	the	Havenly	crash	course	on	unity	and	harmony	design
principles.		Harmony	is	how	all	pieces	of	furniture,	decor,	and	color	work	together,	whether	along	a	theme,	style,	aesthetic,	or	mood.	Think	of	your	room	as	a	song—all	of	the	notes	must	go	together	to	create	a	flowing	symphony.		That	said,	harmony	doesn’t	mean	everything	must	be	matchy-matchy,	it	just	means	everything	should	feel	like	it	belongs.
There	must	be	a	place	for	everything,	and	everything	in	its	place.	You	know	the	feeling	you	get	when	you	walk	into	a	room	and	it	feels	right?	That’s	harmony	at	work.	Unity	goes	hand-in-hand	with	harmony—think	of	it	as	harmony’s	necessary	complement.	It	pulls	the	look	of	a	space	together.	Whether	it’s	through	a	repetition	of	colors,	shapes,
materials,	textures,	or	other	elements,	unity	creates	a	sense	of	cohesion	about	the	room.	As	humans,	our	minds	are	constantly	at	work	trying	to	gather	information	and	make	sense	of	our	surroundings.	In	order	to	sort	through	the	chaos,	we	often	subconsciously	lock	onto	patterns	and	elements	that	seem	to	go	together.	When	we	can	easily	get	a	sense
of	the	space	through	a	sense	of	unity,	we’re	able	to	feel	calm	and	at	home	in	it,	rather	than	overwhelmed	by	colliding	details.	Harmony	and	unity	act	as	the	foundation	for	the	rest	of	your	interior	design	space.	They	create	the	base	to	build	upon—from	there,	you	can	add	personal	accents,	seasonal	decor,	or	other	elements	that	make	your	space	feel
more	you.	While	both	harmony	and	unity	can	be	intuitive—a	sense	that	things	are	just	right—there	are	a	few	design	rules	of	thumb	you	can	follow	to	master	these	principles	in	your	space.	Let’s	break	it	down!	Sticking	with	a	color	palette	is	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to	unite	a	space	and	create	harmony	among	all	the	different	elements.	Identify	three	to
five	hues	you	want	to	weave	in	your	space,	and	repeat	them	throughout.	The	key	to	making	it	look	natural—and	not	like	a	wedding	color	scheme—is	varying	your	tones.	Remember,	the	point	is	not	to	be	matchy-matchy!	Once	you’ve	landed	on	a	cohesive	color	palette,	weave	in	a	variety	of	textures	that	complement	each	other.	This	will	do	a	lot	to	create
dimension	in	your	space,	and	prevent	your	room	from	looking	too	much	like	a	poorly	designed	hotel.	For	instance,	in	this	space,	relaxed	linens	create	harmony	with	other	natural	materials	like	stone,	cane,	and	sheepskin.	There’s	enough	repetition	in	the	room	(the	stone	coffee	table	with	the	side	tables,	the	cane	chair	with	the	wicker	pouf,	the	two
linen	sofas)	to	create	a	sense	of	cohesion,	but	enough	unique	textures	to	pull	in	plenty	of	contrast.	When	different	patterns	work	well,	you	get	harmony.	In	this	case,	classic	stripes	on	the	ottoman	pair	seamlessly	with	the	vintage	rug,	while	the	plaid	throw	balances	out	the	watercolor-print	pillows.	Nothing	matches	perfectly,	but	that’s	the	whole	point
—no	one	pattern	overwhelms	the	other,	and	their	shared	color	palette	creates	a	sense	of	unity.		Too	much	repetition	can	make	your	space	look	a	little	too	cookie-cutter—but	your	space	should	reflect	your	own	styles	and	taste.	Designing	your	space	with	harmony	and	unity	in	mind	will	help	you	to	create	the	perfect	foundation,	on	which	you	can	add	a
more	personal	touch.	Bringing	in	distinctive	elements,	like	an	eye-catching	artwork,	throws,	or	a	piece	of	statement	furniture,	will	help	to	make	the	space	pop.	Designing	a	space	is	a	process—and	one	that	is	often	ongoing.	To	get	a	good	sense	of	the	harmony	in	your	space,	take	a	step	back	to	take	in	the	room	as	a	whole.	How	does	it	make	you	feel?
Sometimes	all	it	takes	is	a	different	perspective	to	see	it	all	coming	together—or	notice	what	might	be	lacking.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	switch	things	up	until	everything	feels	right	to	you!	Looking	for	a	way	to	overcome	your	unique	home	dilemmas?	Work	one-on-one	with	our	expert	interior	designers	for	just	$129	per	room.	Get	started	today	with	our	style
quiz.	Unity	is	a	measure	of	how	well	each	element	of	your	design	works	together.	It	describes	the	overall	design,	and	whether	it’s	components	work	together	in	harmony	to	communicate	a	single	idea.	Unity	is	the	most	important	Principle	of	Design	because	it	brings	your	design	together	as	one	cohesive	unit.			Introduction	to	Unity	Each	of	the	design
principles	in	this	course	relate	to	“parts”	of	your	overall	design.	Unity	refers	to	the	sum	of	those	parts.	Unity	is	the	end	goal	of	UI	design,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	you	should	save	it	for	the	last	thing	to	consider.	In	order	to	achieve	a	sense	of	unity	with	your	design,	you’ll	need	to	plan	ahead	and	decide	the	overall	message	you	want	to	communicate.	By
beginning	this	course	with	unity,	we	will	approach	design	from	a	big	picture	perspective,	ensuring	that	unity	remains	the	focus	at	all	times.	Thinking	Like	a	Designer	Unity	can	be	difficult	to	master	because	we	often	jump	straight	into	designing	the	details	without	first	considering	how	those	details	fit	into	the	big	picture.	If	you	fail	to	look	at	the	big
picture	first,	it’s	likely	that	all	of	your	hard	work	and	effort	will	result	in	a	poor	design.	To	illustrate,	we’ll	start	with	a	simple	scenario	that	is	often	overlooked:	Grocery	Shopping.	The	Grocery	List	Example	Creating	a	list	for	groceries	is	a	simple	task	-	You	find	the	recipes	you	want	to	make	for	the	week,	then	write	down	all	the	ingredients	you	need	to
buy.	This	is	the	the	first	step	in	your	overall	“grocery	shopping	experience.”	For	many,	this	step	is	somewhat	removed	from	the	steps	that	follow.	As	a	result,	we	end	up	with	grocery	lists	that	look	something	like	this:	At	first	glance,	you	might	think	there	is	nothing	wrong	with	this	list.	It	serves	its	purpose	in	communicating	the	ingredients	you	need	to
buy.	However,	let’s	take	a	look	at	it	from	a	design	perspective	and	spot	the	issue.		The	Principles	of	Design	This	simple	list	appears	to	have	all	the	right	parts	to	effectively	communicate	which	groceries	you	need	to	pick	up	from	the	store.	We	can	even	see	how	all	of	the	Principles	of	Design	are	demonstrated	in	this	one	simple	example.	Balance		-	Visual
weight	distributed	evenly	down	the	page.	Alignment		-	A	list	format	that’s	easy	to	scan.	Hierarchy	-		A	heading	with	list	items	below.	Emphasis	-	Larger	font	size	on	the	heading.	Proportion	-	Smaller	font	side	on	the	list	items.	White	Space	-	Space	around	and	between	the	text.	Repetition	-	The	size	and	color	of	each	list	item.	Movement	-	The	eye	moves
top	to	bottom	as	intended.	Contrast	-	Dark	text	on	the	white	background.	But	what	about	Unity?	One	could	argue	that	the	design	of	this	list	is	unified	because	it	demonstrates	all	of	the	other	Principles	of	Design.	Each	list	item	shares	a	common	thread:	they	are	all	groceries.	However,	if	we	examine	the	relationships	between	each	of	these	list	items,	we
might	stop	and	ask	“what	do	cucumbers	and	milk	have	in	common?”	A	Closer	Look	Unity	is	a	measure	of	how	well	each	element	of	your	design	works	together.	This	would	suggest	that	a	design	can	be	very	unified,	somewhat	unified,	or	not	unified	at	all.	Our	grocery	list	example	above	is	somewhat	unified.	It	gets	the	job	done,	but	it’s	still	not	the	most
effective	design.	Despite	having	all	of	the	Principles	in	Design	demonstrated	in	our	grocery	list,	the	end	result	is	a	poor	design	because	we	didn’t	consider	the	big	picture	first.	The	Big	Picture	Before	we	head	out	to	buy	our	groceries,	we	might	stop	and	ask	ourselves	a	few	questions:	What	role	does	this	grocery	list	play	in	my	overall	shopping
experience?	What	kind	of	shopping	experience	would	I	like	to	have?	How	can	I	better	communicate	this	information	to	myself?	By	thinking	in	these	broader	terms,	we’re	able	to	achieve	unity	from	the	very	beginning.	You’re	no	longer	designing	a	simple	grocery	list,	you’re	using	design	to	improve	your	entire	shopping	experience.	From	the	big	picture
perspective,	you	can	consider	the	store’s	layout,	which	isles	you’ll	need	to	visit,	and	the	order	those	isles	appear.	With	this	new	information,	you	can	redesign	your	grocery	list	to	look	something	like	this:	The	result	is	a	greater	sense	of	unity	and	an	improved	shopping	experience.	By	taking	a	little	bit	more	of	time	and	effort	to	“design”	your	grocery	list
in	this	way,	you	save	much	more	time	an	effort	in	the	end	as	you	get	in	and	out	of	the	grocery	store	more	efficiently.	Big	picture	thinking	is	where	good	design	begins.	Unity	in	UI	Design	In	the	previous	example	we	looked	at	the	trivial	task	of	creating	a	grocery	list	from	a	big	picture	perspective.	This	same	approach	should	be	taken	with	UI	Design.	If
you	are	designing	a	brand	new	product	from	scratch,	the	type	of	questions	you’ll	want	to	ask	yourself,	include:	What	problem	does	my	product	solve?	Who	am	I	solving	this	product	for?	What’s	the	overall	message	that	will	resonate	with	this	audience?	How	can	I	break	my	overall	product	down	into	smaller	pieces	and	organize	them?	It’s	important	to
answer	these	types	of	questions	before	you	begin	designing.	The	more	information	you	can	gather,	the	easier	it	is	to	organize	and	achieve	a	sense	of	unity	in	the	end.	Create	a	Brand	Style	Guide		Your	brand	includes	design	elements	that	should	be	carried	throughout	your	product	consistently.	These	elements	include	the	name	of	your	product,	logo,
color	scheme,	and	font	styles.	Branding	can	also	include	subtleties,	such	as	hover	effects,	the	tone	of	voice	in	your	copy,	and	phrases	that	are	repeated	often.	One	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	ensure	you	achieve	unity	with	your	design	is	to	create	a	brand	style	guide,	such	as	this	one	from	Shopify.	Brand	style	guides	act	as	a	go-to	resource	to
encourage	a	consistent	look	and	feel	throughout	your	entire	product.	They	can	cover	everything	from	colors	that	you	can	or	cannot	use	together	to	how	sound	should	be	implemented	across	your	website.	Unity	in	Communication	What’s	the	overall	message	that	you	want	to	resonate	with	your	audience?	There	are	three	important	things	that	this
message	should	do:	Communicate	who	you	are	Communicate	what	problem	you	can	solve	Communicate	who	you	can	solve	this	problem	for	Optimizely	does	this	very	effectively	on	their	homepage.	Their	overall	message	is:	“Out-experiment.	Outperform.	Optimizely	is	the	world’s	leading	experimentation	platform,	empowering	marketing	and	product
teams	to	test,	learn	and	deploy	winning	digital	experiences,	everytime.”	In	the	same	way	that	chapters	carry	a	theme	throughout	an	entire	book,	to	establish	unity	in	your	communication,	everything	should	revolve	around	this	central	message.	Each	additional	section	of	Optimizely’s	homepage	contributes	to	this	overall	message.	And	further	down…
And	once	again…	All	additional	communication	throughout	the	design	of	their	homepage	helps	to	reinforce	the	overall	message,	promoting	a	sense	of	unity.	Thinking	Beyond	Your	Product	Big	picture	thinking	doesn’t	stop	at	your	product.	Your	users	will	arrive	with	certain	expectations	already	in	place.	How	might	you	ensure	that	your	product	aligns
with	those	expectations?	Web	standards,	conventions,	and	best	practices	allow	you	to	not	only	achieve	unity	within	your	design,	but	also	promote	unity	outside	of	it.	Your	product	is	one	of	many	that	your	user	will	experience	throughout	their	day.	You	can	meet	their	expectations	upon	arrival	by	taking	a	few	extra	things	into	consideration	when
designing.	Benchmarking	is	a	great	way	to	understand	what	type	of	design	expectations	your	users	might	have.	You	can	do	this	by	comparing	websites	that	your	users	visit	and	watching	for	design	patterns	to	emerge.	For	example	if	you’re	designing	for	an	online	store	that	specializes	in	bedding,	you	might	consider	what	the	bedding	shopping
experience	is	like	on	competing	products	before	you	begin.	In	the	example	above,	we	have	product	listings	from	5	major	retailers	that	sell	bedding.	There	are	a	few	some	interesting	observations	we	can	make:	Product	images	are	always	above	the	product	details.	Heart	icons	are	always	used	to	add	products	to	your	wish	list.	Product	information
always	includes	the	product	title,	rating,	and	price.	Color	or	pattern	options	are	often	available	on	the	product	listing.	Free	shipping	is	often	stated	with	the	product	information.	A	‘More	Options’	button	is	often	used	with	the	product	information.	With	these	types	of	observations,	you	can	begin	anticipating	your	user’s	expectations	and	design	around
them.	By	thinking	about	how	your	product	fits	within	the	big	picture	of	the	internet,	you	can	begin	working	toward	a	sense	of	unity	on	a	global	scale.	Conclusion	Unity	is	the	end	goal	of	UI	design.	To	establish	a	sense	of	unity	throughout	your	design	you’ll	need	to	“think	big”	before	you	even	begin	designing	elements	on	the	page.	Answer	the	big
questions	before	jumping	into	the	details.	The	exercises	in	this	lesson	will	help	you	start	thinking	about	how	to	achieve	a	sense	from	the	very	start.	In	the	following	lessons,	we’ll	see	how	other	Principles	of	Design	work	together	to	help	establish	sense	of	unity	within	your	design.	Next	Lesson	Principles	of	Design:	Balance	In	the	vast	world	of	the
Harmony	principle	of	design,	there	exists	a	guiding	principle	that	acts	as	the	cornerstone	of	creating	emotionally	resonant	compositions:	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design.	In	the	realm	of	design,	harmony	is	key.	Whether	in	colors,	shapes,	or	layouts,	harmony	brings	everything	together	seamlessly.	In	this	blog,	we'll	explore	the	essence	of	the	harmony
principle,	its	importance,	and	how	to	apply	it	effectively.	What	is	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design?	The	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	stands	as	a	cornerstone	in	the	realm	of	creative	composition,	guiding	the	arrangement	of	elements	to	evoke	a	sense	of	balance,	coherence,	and	unity	within	a	design.	At	its	essence,	this	principle	revolves	around	the
harmonious	integration	of	various	visual	components	to	create	a	visually	pleasing	and	emotionally	resonant	whole.	In	essence,	harmony	in	design	entails	the	skillful	orchestration	of	elements	such	as	colors,	shapes,	textures,	and	space	to	ensure	they	complement	each	other	harmoniously.	The	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	is	like	creating	a	perfect
balance	in	a	picture.	It's	all	about	making	sure	that	everything	in	a	design	works	together	smoothly	and	looks	pleasing	to	the	eye.	Imagine	you're	painting	a	picture.	You	want	to	pick	colors	that	go	well	together,	arrange	shapes	in	a	way	that	feels	right,	and	make	sure	everything	feels	balanced.	That's	what	the	Harmony	Principle	is	all	about.	It's	like
being	the	conductor	of	an	orchestra,	making	sure	that	every	instrument	plays	in	tune	and	at	the	right	time.	In	design,	it	means	bringing	together	different	elements	like	colors,	shapes,	and	textures	so	they	all	work	together	nicely.	When	a	design	has	harmony,	it	feels	calm	and	organized,	like	everything	is	in	its	right	place.	But	if	something	is	off,	it	can
make	the	design	feel	messy	or	chaotic,	like	a	song	with	the	wrong	notes.	Designers	use	tricks	like	picking	the	right	colors	that	go	well	together,	arranging	things	in	a	balanced	way,	and	making	sure	nothing	clashes.	This	helps	them	create	designs	that	catch	people's	attention	and	make	them	feel	good	when	they	look	at	them.	So,	in	simple	terms,	the
Harmony	Principle	of	Design	is	all	about	making	sure	everything	in	a	design	works	well	together,	creating	something	that's	both	visually	pleasing	and	easy	to	understand.	In	summary,	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	emphasizes	the	importance	of	cohesion,	balance,	and	unity	in	creative	composition,	guiding	designers	in	the	art	of	creating	visually
compelling	and	emotionally	resonant	works.	Significance	of	the	Principle	of	Harmony	The	Principle	of	Harmony	holds	immense	significance	in	design,	extending	far	beyond	mere	aesthetics.	At	its	core,	harmony	fosters	cohesion,	balance,	and	unity	within	a	composition,	ensuring	that	every	element	works	together	seamlessly	to	convey	a	specific
message	or	evoke	particular	emotions.	One	of	the	paramount	aspects	of	harmony's	significance	lies	in	its	ability	to	establish	a	profound	connection	between	the	viewer	and	the	design.	When	a	composition	lacks	harmony,	it	risks	feeling	disjointed	or	chaotic,	failing	to	engage	the	viewer	effectively.	However,	harmoniously	integrating	elements	create	a
cohesive	whole	that	captivates	the	viewer's	attention	and	fosters	a	deeper	connection.	Moreover,	harmony	enables	designers	to	effectively	communicate	ideas,	emotions,	and	narratives	through	their	creations.	Additionally,	harmony	plays	a	crucial	role	in	enhancing	the	overall	user	experience.	Whether	it's	a	website	layout,	a	product	design,	or	an
architectural	space,	harmony	ensures	that	the	design	is	not	only	visually	appealing	but	also	functional	and	intuitive	to	navigate.	In	essence,	the	Principle	of	Harmony	is	instrumental	in	creating	visually	compelling,	emotionally	resonant,	and	functionally	effective	designs	that	engage	viewers,	communicate	ideas,	and	enhance	user	experiences,	thus
emphasizing	its	profound	significance	in	the	realm	of	design.	Case	Studies:	Harmonious	Design	in	Action	Understanding	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	is	one	thing,	but	seeing	it	in	action	is	where	it's	true	power	shines.	Let's	delve	into	some	real-world	examples	to	see	how	designers	have	effectively	applied	this	principle	to	create	visually	appealing
and	cohesive	designs.	Example	1:	The	Mona	Lisa	Leonardo	Da	Vinci,	often	revered	as	one	of	the	greatest	artists	ever	to	live,	never	got	to	finish	his	magnum	opus,	the	Mona	Lisa.	The	skills	that	Da	Vinci	poured	into	this	painting	are	still	very	clearly	visible	and	his	mastery	of	different	techniques	like	perspective	and	sfumato	has	inspired	many	to	invest
in	their	artistic	side.	The	subtle	coloring,	the	depth	of	perspective,	and	the	captivating	aura	of	this	painting	creates	a	visual	harmony	that	people	can	easily	get	lost	in.	Example	2:	The	Starry	Night	A	splash	of	vivid	blue,	a	dash	of	dreamy	yellow,	and	a	sprinkle	of	ripe	orange	are	the	shades	used	to	make	one	of,	if	not	the	most	captivating	painting	in
human	history,	the	Starry	Night.	Drawn	by	Van	Gogh,	the	painting	harmonizes	many	stark	colors	with	the	idea	of	transporting	the	onlooker	into	the	perspective	of	the	artist.	Created	in	1889,	The	Starry	Night	is	still	considered	by	many	to	be	Van	Gogh’s	best	work	and	moving	forwards	will	continue	to	inspire	the	next	generations	of	artists.	In	each	of
these	case	studies,	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	is	evident	in	the	careful	arrangement	of	elements	to	create	a	sense	of	unity,	coherence,	and	balance.	By	studying	these	examples,	designers	can	gain	valuable	insights	into	how	to	apply	this	principle	effectively	in	their	work,	whether	they're	creating	digital	interfaces,	branding	materials,	or
architectural	masterpieces.	Conclusion	In	the	world	of	design,	the	Harmony	Principle	is	like	the	conductor	of	a	symphony,	ensuring	everything	works	together	smoothly.	It's	all	about	creating	balance,	unity,	and	a	pleasing	look.	Think	of	it	this	way:	when	you	see	a	beautifully	designed	product	or	building,	that's	harmony	in	action.	It's	like	all	the	pieces
of	a	puzzle	fitting	perfectly	together.	Take	Apple's	sleek	products,	Coca-Cola's	recognizable	branding,	or	the	iconic	Sydney	Opera	House—they	all	showcase	harmony	in	design.	So,	the	Harmony	Principle	of	Design	isn't	just	about	making	things	look	pretty;	it's	about	making	them	work	well	together.	And	when	it's	done	right,	it	can	turn	a	good	design
into	something	truly	exceptional.India,	with	its	diverse	and	vibrant	culture,	boasts	a	rich	mosaics	of	art	forms	that	have	evolved	over	centuries.	From	the	classical	music	of	Hindustani	and	Carnatic	traditions	to	the	intricate	dance	forms	like	Bharatnatyam	and	Kathak.	The	rich	painting	styles	like	Madhubani	and	Warli,	Indian	art	and	culture	offers	a
glimpse	into	the	country's	rich	heritage.	Despite	this,	many	remain	unaware	of	the	depth	and	beauty	of	Indian	art	and	culture.	Our	art	and	culture	is	as	diverse	as	the	country	itself,	with	each	region	contributing	its	unique	traditions	and	practices.	The	art	forms	of	India	are	not	just	a	means	of	expression	but	also	a	reflection	of	the	country's	rich	history
and	cultural	heritage.	However,	there	is	a	need	to	bridge	the	gap	between	the	rich	heritage	and	the	modern	world,	as	many	are	still	disconnected	from	the	depth	of	our	cultural	wealth.	By	exploring	and	understanding	Indian	art	and	culture,	we	can	gain	a	deeper	appreciation	for	the	traditions	that	have	shaped	our	identity	as	a	nation.	Let’s	explore	the
nuances	and	the	beauty	of	each	art	form.	#	**Indian	Classical	Music**	Indian	classical	music	is	not	merely	a	form	of	entertainment	but	a	profound	art	form	that	delves	deep	into	the	spiritual	and	emotional	realms.	Rooted	in	ancient	scriptures	and	passed	down	through	generations,	it	embodies	a	unique	blend	of	melody,	rhythm	and	emotion.	This	music
is	not	just	a	performance	but	a	spiritual	journey,	with	each	note	and	rhythm	pattern	carrying	a	unique	significance.	It	is	a	form	of	meditation,	a	way	to	connect	with	the	divine	and	a	means	to	explore	the	depths	of	human	emotion.	The	two	main	styles	of	Indian	classical	music,	Hindustani	and	Carnatic,	have	distinct	characteristics	that	set	them	apart.
Hindustani	music,	with	its	roots	in	North	India,	is	characterized	by	its	emotive	and	expressive	nature.	It	is	known	for	its	use	of	ragas	(melodic	modes)	and	talas	(rhythmic	cycles)	to	create	intricate	and	elaborate	compositions.	Carnatic	music,	on	the	other	hand,	originated	in	South	India	and	is	known	for	its	rigorous	adherence	to	rules	and	structures.	It
is	characterized	by	its	complex	melodic	patterns	and	rhythmic	precision.	These	two	styles	of	Indian	classical	music	have	evolved	over	centuries,	each	contributing	to	the	rich	tapestry	of	Indian	musical	heritage.	They	are	not	just	musical	genres	but	living	traditions	that	continue	to	inspire	and	captivate	audiences	around	the	world.	##	**Hindustani
Classical	Music:**	Hindustani	classical	music	encompasses	a	range	of	styles,	including	Dhrupad,	Khayal,	Thumri,	Ghazal,	and	Tappa.	**Dhrupad:**	Dhrupad	is	the	oldest	form	of	Indian	classical	music,	dating	back	to	the	15th	century.	It	is	characterized	by	its	slow	tempo	and	emphasis	on	a	rich,	deep	sound.	The	form	emphasizes	the	spiritual	aspect	of
music	and	is	known	for	its	devotional	lyrics.	**Khayal:**	Khayal,	meaning	"imagination"	in	Persian,	is	a	more	popular	form	known	for	its	elaborate	ornamentation	and	improvisational	nature.	It	evolved	from	the	older	Dhrupad	style	and	is	characterized	by	its	intricate	melodic	patterns	and	rhythmic	structures.	**Thumri:**	Thumri	is	a	lighter	form	of
classical	music,	often	focusing	on	themes	of	love	and	devotion.	It	is	characterized	by	its	emotive	lyrics	and	graceful	melodies,	making	it	popular	among	both	classical	music	connoisseurs	and	the	general	audience.	**Ghazal:**	Ghazal	is	a	form	of	poetry	set	to	music,	known	for	its	lyrical	beauty	and	emotional	depth.	It	originated	in	Persia	but	gained
popularity	in	India	during	the	Mughal	era.	Ghazals	often	explore	themes	of	love,	loss,	and	longing,	and	are	characterized	by	their	intricate	rhyme	schemes	and	melodic	patterns.	**Tappa:**	Tappa	is	a	fast-paced	form	of	semi-classical	music	that	originated	in	the	Punjab	region.	It	is	known	for	its	lively	rhythms	and	playful	melodies,	making	it	a	popular
choice	for	light	classical	music	performances.	**Carnatic	Classical	Music:**	Carnatic	music	is	the	classical	music	of	Southern	India,	with	a	rich	history	and	tradition.	It	is	known	for	its	intricate	melodies	and	rhythmic	patterns,	as	well	as	its	emphasis	on	improvisation	and	virtuosity.	###	**Indian	Classical	Dance	Forms**	Indian	dance	forms	are	a
vibrant	expression	of	India's	cultural	diversity,	each	steeped	in	rich	history	and	tradition.	From	the	graceful	movements	of	Bharatnatyam	to	the	energetic	footwork	of	Kathak,	Indian	dance	forms	are	a	visual	treat	that	reflects	the	country's	cultural	tapestry.	These	dances	are	not	just	art	forms	but	also	a	way	of	life,	with	each	step	and	gesture	carrying
deep	meaning	and	symbolism.	They	are	a	testament	to	India's	artistic	excellence	and	a	celebration	of	its	cultural	heritage.	Indian	dance	forms	can	be	broadly	categorized	into	classical	and	folk	dances,	each	with	its	unique	style	and	significance.	Classical	dances	like	Bharatnatyam,	Kathak,	and	Odissi	are	deeply	rooted	in	ancient	scriptures	and	are
known	for	their	intricate	movements	and	expressive	storytelling.	Folk	dances,	on	the	other	hand,	are	a	reflection	of	the	everyday	lives	and	traditions	of	the	people,	often	performed	during	festivals	and	celebrations.	Together,	these	dance	forms	showcase	the	diversity	and	richness	of	India's	cultural	heritage,	captivating	audiences	with	their	beauty	and
grace.	Kathak:	Kathak	is	one	of	the	eight	major	forms	of	Indian	classical	dance,	known	for	its	intricate	footwork	and	expressive	storytelling.	It	originated	in	North	India	and	is	characterized	by	its	dynamic	movements	and	rhythmic	patterns.	**Bharatnatyam:**	Bharatnatyam	is	a	classical	dance	form	originating	from	Tamil	Nadu,	known	for	its	grace	and
precision.	It	is	characterized	by	its	complex	footwork,	intricate	hand	gestures,	and	expressive	facial	expressions.	**Folk	Dances:**	India	is	home	to	a	myriad	of	folk	dances,	each	reflecting	the	culture	and	traditions	of	its	region.	From	the	energetic	Bhangra	of	Punjab	to	the	graceful	Garba	of	Gujarat,	folk	dances	are	an	integral	part	of	Indian	culture.
**Bollywood	Dance:**	Bollywood	dance	is	a	fusion	of	various	Indian	dance	styles,	characterized	by	its	energetic	movements	and	vibrant	costumes.	It	is	heavily	influenced	by	classical	and	folk	dance	forms,	as	well	as	Western	dance	styles.	**Kathakali,	Kuchipudi,	Mohiniattam:**	These	are	other	classical	dance	forms	that	have	their	roots	in	the	rich
cultural	heritage	of	India,	each	with	its	own	distinct	style	and	tradition.	###	**Indian	Painting	Styles**	Indian	painting	styles	are	as	diverse	as	the	country's	landscapes,	with	each	region	boasting	its	unique	style	and	technique.	**Madhubani	Paintings:**	Originating	from	the	Mithila	region	of	Bihar,	Madhubani	paintings	are	known	for	their	intricate
patterns	and	vibrant	colors.	They	often	depict	scenes	from	Hindu	mythology	and	everyday	life.	**Warli	Paintings:**	Warli	paintings	are	a	form	of	tribal	art	from	Maharashtra,	known	for	their	simple,	yet	striking,	geometric	patterns.	They	often	depict	scenes	from	nature	and	daily	life.	**Kalighat	Painting:	**	Kalighat	paintings	originated	in	West	Bengal



and	are	known	for	their	bold	lines	and	vibrant	colors.	They	often	depict	scenes	from	Hindu	mythology	and	everyday	life.	Phad,	Kalamkari,	Miniature	Painting,	Gond	Painting,	Kerala	Murals,	Patachitra,	Pichwai:	These	are	other	painting	styles	that	have	evolved	over	the	centuries,	each	with	its	unique	style	and	technique.	####	**Legendary	Artists	in
All	Categories**	Indian	art	and	culture	have	produced	many	renowned	artists	who	have	made	a	significant	impact	on	their	respective	fields.	Some	of	the	established	artists	in	Indian	classical	music,	dance,	and	painting	include:	**Pandit	Ravi	Shankar:**	Pandit	Ravi	Shankar	(1920-2012)	was	a	virtuoso	sitar	player	and	composer	whose	innovative
approach	to	Indian	classical	music	earned	him	worldwide	acclaim.	Born	in	Varanasi,	India,	Shankar's	musical	journey	began	at	a	young	age	under	the	guidance	of	renowned	musicians.	He	went	on	to	revolutionize	the	sitar,	showcasing	its	melodic	and	rhythmic	complexities	to	global	audiences.	Shankar's	collaborations	with	Western	artists,	most
notably	with	the	Beatles'	George	Harrison,	brought	Indian	classical	music	to	the	forefront	of	the	Western	music	scene.	His	compositions,	such	as	the	iconic	"Raga	Jog"	and	"Raga	Piloo,"	continue	to	inspire	musicians	around	the	world,	leaving	a	lasting	impact	on	the	world	of	music.	**Ustad	Bismillah	Khan:**	Ustad	Bismillah	Khan	(1916-2006)	was	a
legendary	shehnai	maestro	from	India,	renowned	for	his	mesmerizing	performances	and	profound	contributions	to	Indian	classical	music.	Hailing	from	a	family	of	musicians	in	Bihar,	Khan's	mastery	over	the	shehnai	brought	him	global	recognition.	His	soulful	renditions	and	intricate	improvisations	captivated	audiences,	earning	him	accolades
including	the	Bharat	Ratna,	India's	highest	civilian	award.	Khan's	music	transcended	cultural	barriers,	embodying	the	essence	of	Indian	classical	music	and	touching	the	hearts	of	millions	worldwide.	**Birju	Maharaj:**	Birju	Maharaj	(born	1938)	is	a	legendary	Kathak	dancer	and	choreographer	who	has	redefined	the	art	of	Kathak	with	his	unparalleled
artistry	and	creativity.	Born	into	a	family	of	Kathak	dancers	in	India,	Maharaj	received	training	in	the	traditional	Lucknow	gharana	style	of	Kathak.	He	has	since	become	synonymous	with	Kathak,	known	for	his	graceful	movements,	intricate	footwork,	and	expressive	storytelling.	Maharaj's	contributions	to	Kathak	have	earned	him	numerous	accolades,
including	the	Padma	Vibhushan,	India's	second-highest	civilian	award.	His	performances	continue	to	mesmerize	audiences	around	the	world,	keeping	the	tradition	of	Kathak	alive	and	thriving.	**M.F.	Hussain:**	Maqbool	Fida	Hussain	(1915-2011),	popularly	known	as	M.F.	Hussain	was	one	of	India's	most	celebrated	and	controversial	painters.	Born	in
Maharashtra,	India,	Hussain	began	his	career	as	a	Bollywood	poster	painter	before	transitioning	to	fine	art.	His	distinctive	style,	characterized	by	bold	colors	and	fluid	lines,	captured	the	vibrancy	of	Indian	culture	and	mythology.	Hussain's	works	often	depicted	themes	from	Indian	epics	like	the	Mahabharata	and	Ramayana,	earning	him	international
acclaim.	Despite	facing	criticism	and	controversy	in	his	later	years,	Hussain	remained	a	prolific	artist	until	his	death,	leaving	behind	a	legacy	that	continues	to	inspire	generations	of	artists.	**Conclusion**	In	conclusion,	Indian	art	and	culture	are	a	treasure	trove	of	creativity,	diversity,	and	richness,	reflecting	the	country's	vibrant	heritage.	From
classical	music	and	dance	forms	to	traditional	painting	styles	and	renowned	artists,	India's	cultural	diversity	is	a	source	of	pride	and	inspiration	for	millions	around	the	world.	It	is	essential	to	preserve	and	promote	these	art	forms,	ensuring	that	they	continue	to	thrive	and	enrich	our	lives	for	generations	to	come.	As	Indians,	we	can	play	a	crucial	role
in	keeping	our	art	and	cultural	heritage	alive.	Firstly,	by	actively	participating	in	and	supporting	traditional	art	forms,	whether	it's	learning	classical	music	or	dance,	or	patronizing	local	artists	and	craftsmen.	Secondly,	by	educating	the	younger	generation	about	the	importance	of	our	cultural	heritage,	instilling	in	them	a	sense	of	pride	and
appreciation	for	our	artistic	traditions.	Thirdly,	by	supporting	initiatives	and	organizations	that	work	towards	the	preservation	and	promotion	of	Indian	art	and	culture.	By	taking	these	steps,	we	can	ensure	that	India's	rich	cultural	heritage	remains	vibrant	and	alive,	serving	as	a	beacon	of	inspiration	for	future	generations.	Indian	painting	styles	are	a
reflection	of	India's	rich	cultural	heritage	and	artistic	legacy,	showcasing	the	country's	deep-rooted	traditions	and	diverse	cultural	influences.	Each	style,	whether	it	be	the	intricate	patterns	of	Madhubani	or	the	bold	lines	of	Warli,	tells	a	story	of	its	own,	reflecting	the	unique	history	and	beliefs	of	the	region	from	which	it	originates.	The	history	of
Indian	painting	styles	dates	back	centuries,	with	evidence	of	cave	paintings	dating	back	to	prehistoric	times.	These	ancient	paintings	provide	insights	into	the	lives	and	cultures	of	early	Indian	civilizations,	showcasing	their	artistic	skills	and	storytelling	abilities.	As	civilization	progressed,	so	did	the	art	of	painting	in	India,	with	each	region	developing
its	own	distinct	style.	One	of	the	most	intriguing	aspects	of	Indian	painting	styles	is	their	connection	to	spirituality.	Many	paintings	depict	scenes	from	Hindu	mythology,	showcasing	gods,	goddesses,	and	epic	tales	that	hold	deep	religious	significance	for	millions	of	Indians.	These	paintings	are	not	just	works	of	art	but	also	serve	as	a	means	of	spiritual
expression,	conveying	complex	philosophical	ideas	and	moral	lessons.	Furthermore,	Indian	painting	styles	are	deeply	rooted	in	nature,	with	many	artists	drawing	inspiration	from	the	flora,	fauna,	and	landscapes	of	their	surroundings.	This	close	connection	to	nature	is	evident	in	the	vibrant	colors	and	organic	motifs	that	characterize	many	Indian
paintings,	reflecting	the	country's	rich	biodiversity	and	natural	beauty.	Overall,	Indian	painting	styles	are	a	reflection	of	the	country's	cultural	richness	and	artistic	prowess,	showcasing	the	creativity	and	ingenuity	of	Indian	artists	throughout	history.	In	this	article,	we	will	delve	deeper	into	3	authentic	Indian	painting	styles	that	originate	from	North
India.	###	**Madhubani	Paintings**	Madhubani	paintings,	also	known	as	Mithila	art,	are	a	traditional	art	form	originating	from	the	Mithila	region	of	Bihar,	India.	These	paintings	are	characterized	by	their	intricate	patterns,	vibrant	colors,	and	mythological	themes,	making	them	a	unique	and	beautiful	representation	of	Indian	culture	and	heritage.
The	origins	of	Madhubani	paintings	can	be	traced	back	to	the	ancient	times	when	women	in	the	region	would	decorate	the	walls	of	their	homes	with	these	intricate	designs	on	auspicious	occasions	such	as	weddings	and	festivals.	Over	time,	Madhubani	paintings	evolved	into	a	highly	respected	art	form,	with	artists	using	natural	dyes	and	pigments	to
create	stunning	works	of	art	on	paper	and	cloth.	One	of	the	most	fascinating	aspects	of	Madhubani	paintings	is	their	connection	to	folklore	and	mythology.	Many	paintings	depict	scenes	from	Hindu	spirituality	and	religion,	such	as	the	Ramayana	and	Mahabharata,	as	well	as	local	folklore	and	stories.	These	paintings	not	only	serve	as	a	form	of	artistic
expression	but	also	as	a	means	of	preserving	and	passing	on	traditional	stories	and	cultural	heritage	to	future	generations.	Madhubani	paintings	are	also	deeply	rooted	in	the	daily	lives	and	rituals	of	the	people	of	Mithila.	Many	paintings	depict	scenes	from	rural	life,	such	as	farming,	animal	husbandry,	and	festivals,	capturing	the	essence	of	daily	life
in	the	region.	This	connection	to	everyday	life	gives	Madhubani	paintings	a	sense	of	authenticity	and	relatability,	making	them	a	cherished	art	form	in	India	and	beyond.	###	**Phad	Paintings**	Phad	paintings	are	a	traditional	style	of	folk	art	from	Rajasthan,	India,	known	for	their	vibrant	colors,	bold	lines,	and	intricate	details.	These	paintings	are
created	on	a	long	piece	of	cloth	called	"phad,"	which	is	used	as	a	backdrop	for	storytelling	performances,	particularly	of	the	epic	tales	of	Pabuji	and	Devnarayan.	The	origins	of	Phad	paintings	can	be	traced	back	to	the	12th	century,	when	they	were	created	by	the	Joshi	families	of	Shahpura	in	Bhilwara	district.	These	families	were	traditionally	the
keepers	of	the	Pabuji	ki	Phad,	a	10-by-5-foot	cloth	painting	that	depicts	the	life	and	heroic	deeds	of	the	folk	hero	Pabuji.	One	of	the	most	unique	aspects	of	Phad	paintings	is	their	narrative	style.	The	paintings	are	divided	into	sections,	each	depicting	a	different	episode	from	the	story	being	narrated.	The	central	figures	are	often	larger	than	life,	with
bold,	exaggerated	features	that	add	to	the	dramatic	effect	of	the	painting.	Phad	paintings	are	created	using	natural	colors	derived	from	plants,	minerals,	and	vegetables,	giving	them	their	distinctive	earthy	tones.	The	process	of	creating	a	Phad	painting	is	labor-intensive	and	time-consuming,	with	each	painting	taking	several	weeks	to	complete.	In
addition	to	their	aesthetic	appeal,	Phad	paintings	also	serve	a	cultural	and	religious	purpose.	They	are	used	as	a	form	of	storytelling,	particularly	during	the	Phad	performances,	where	the	painted	cloth	is	unfurled	and	narrated	along	with	songs	and	music.	###	**Pichwai	Paintings**	Pichwai	paintings	are	a	traditional	form	of	art	that	originated	in	the
town	of	Nathdwara	near	Udaipur,	Rajasthan.	These	paintings	are	intricately	detailed	and	are	known	for	their	vibrant	colors	and	depiction	of	Lord	Krishna,	particularly	in	his	deity	form	known	as	Shrinathji.	The	word	"Pichwai"	translates	to	"at	the	back"	in	Hindi,	referring	to	the	large	cloth	paintings	that	are	hung	behind	the	idol	of	Shrinathji	in
temples.	These	paintings	serve	as	a	backdrop	for	the	deity	and	are	changed	daily	to	reflect	the	various	seasons,	festivals,	and	moods	associated	with	Lord	Krishna.	Pichwai	paintings	are	typically	created	on	cloth	using	natural	dyes	and	feature	themes	from	the	life	of	Lord	Krishna,	such	as	his	childhood	antics,	his	dalliances	with	the	gopis	(cowherd
girls),	and	his	divine	exploits.	The	paintings	are	characterized	by	their	intricate	detailing,	with	fine	brushwork	and	elaborate	motifs	that	add	depth	and	dimension	to	the	compositions.	One	of	the	most	fascinating	aspects	of	Pichwai	paintings	is	their	religious	significance.	These	paintings	are	not	just	works	of	art	but	are	considered	sacred	and	are	used
in	the	worship	of	Lord	Krishna.	They	are	created	with	great	devotion	and	are	believed	to	bring	blessings	and	prosperity	to	the	devotees	who	view	them.	**Conclusion**	Indian	painting	styles	serve	as	a	vibrant	tapestry	of	the	country's	cultural	heritage	and	artistic	traditions,	each	thread	intricately	woven	with	stories,	beliefs,	and	artistic	expressions.
These	styles,	ranging	from	the	intricate	patterns	of	Madhubani	to	the	bold	lines	of	Warli,	offer	not	just	a	visual	treat	but	also	a	profound	insight	into	the	diverse	cultural	landscape	of	India.	Through	the	exploration	of	these	authentic	Indian	painting	styles,	one	can	embark	on	a	journey	through	time,	unraveling	the	rich	tapestry	of	stories,	traditions,	and
beliefs	that	have	shaped	Indian	culture	for	centuries.	These	paintings	are	not	just	mere	artworks	but	living	embodiments	of	the	artistic	genius	and	cultural	depth	of	Indian	civilization.	By	delving	into	the	nuances	of	Indian	painting	styles,	we	can	gain	a	deeper	appreciation	for	the	creativity,	craftsmanship,	and	cultural	significance	that	define	these	art
forms.	They	serve	as	a	reminder	of	the	rich	artistic	heritage	that	continues	to	inspire	and	influence	artists	and	art	lovers	around	the	world.	As	we	celebrate	and	preserve	these	painting	styles,	we	contribute	to	the	preservation	and	promotion	of	India's	rich	cultural	heritage	for	future	generations	to	cherish	and	admire.	Have	you	ever	stopped	to	truly
appreciate	the	richness	and	depth	of	Indian	art	and	culture?	While	many	of	us	are	familiar	with	Bollywood	hits	or	the	soulful	tunes	of	devotional	music,	the	vast	and	magnificent	ocean	of	Indian	music	often	remains	unexplored.	With	this	article	we	intend	to	dive	in	on	a	captivating	journey	through	the	diverse	and	timeless	landscape	of	Indian	music.	#
**The	Two	Prominent	Branches	Of	Indian	Classical	Music:**	**Dhrupad:**	Often	referred	to	as	the	"Father	of	Indian	Classical	Music,"	Dhrupad	is	characterized	by	its	slow	tempo,	profound	emotional	depth	and	emphasis	on	intricate	rhythmic	patterns.	It	is	one	of	the	oldest	forms	of	Indian	classical	music,	dating	back	to	the	medieval	period.	Dhrupad	is
traditionally	performed	by	a	male	singer	accompanied	by	a	tanpura	and	a	pakhawaj.	The	lyrical	content	of	Dhrupad	compositions	often	includes	themes	of	devotion	and	spirituality,	reflecting	the	music's	roots	in	ancient	Hindu	traditions.The	performance	of	Dhrupad	is	marked	by	its	adherence	to	strict	rules	of	melody	and	rhythm,	with	a	focus	on	purity
of	tone	and	expression.	Its	austere	beauty	and	focus	on	improvisation	have	captivated	audiences	for	centuries.	**Khayal:**	Evolving	from	Dhrupad,	Khayal	offers	a	more	expressive	and	lyrical	experience.	It	allows	for	greater	freedom	in	improvisation,	enabling	the	artist	to	explore	the	emotional	nuances	of	a	raga	(melodic	framework)	and	create	a
unique	blend	of	melody	and	emotion.	Khayal	emerged	as	a	distinct	form	in	the	18th	century	and	is	now	the	most	popular	form	of	classical	vocal	music	in	North	India.	It	is	characterized	by	its	elaborate	melodic	and	rhythmic	improvisations,	often	accompanied	by	tabla	and	harmonium.	The	compositions	in	this	music	style	are	typically	devotional	or
romantic	in	nature,	with	themes	ranging	from	love	and	longing	to	the	beauty	of	nature	and	the	divine.	The	performance	of	Khayal	involves	ornamentations,	rhythmic	patterns	and	expressions,	making	it	a	beautiful	form	of	music.	##	**Beyond	The	Classical	Realm**	Indian	music	thrives	in	a	vibrant	mosaic	of	different	genres,	each	reflecting	the	cultural
and	artistic	essence	of	specific	regions	and	communities.	Let's	explore	some	of	these	captivating	styles	in	more	detail:	**Thumri:**	"Music	is	the	language	of	the	heart,"	aptly	describes	a	semi-classical	vocal	form	known	for	its	romantic	and	devotional	lyrics	that	originated	in	the	temples	of	North	India.	Thumri	is	often	performed	in	a	light	classical
style,	with	a	focus	on	expressive	singing	and	melodic	embellishments.The	themes	of	Thumri	often	revolve	around	love,	longing	and	the	beauty	of	nature,	making	it	a	popular	form	of	music	among	audiences	of	all	ages.The	performance	of	Thumri	involves	a	high	degree	of	improvisation,	with	singers	adding	their	own	personal	touch	to	the	compositions,
making	each	performance	unique	and	enchanting.	**Ghazal:**	This	poetic	genre,	characterized	by	love	poems	set	to	music,	originated	in	Persia	and	found	a	unique	home	in	India.	Ghazals	are	known	for	their	melancholic	beauty	and	sophisticated	use	of	Urdu	poetry,	creating	a	deeply	moving	experience	for	listeners.	Often	sung	in	a	classical	style,	this
Indian	classical	music	is	usually	accompanied	by	tabla	and	harmonium.	Ghazals	are	love	poems,	expressing	the	pain	and	longing	of	unrequited	love	or	the	joy	and	ecstasy	of	union.	The	performance	of	Ghazal	requires	a	deep	understanding	of	poetry	and	music,	as	singers	must	convey	the	meaning	and	emotion	of	the	lyrics	through	their	voice	and
expression.	They	are	known	for	their	haunting	melodies	and	soul-stirring	lyrics,	making	them	a	timeless	and	beloved	form	of	music.	**Tappa:**	Tappa	is	a	style	of	classical	vocal	music	known	for	its	fast	and	rhythmic	compositions.	It	originated	in	Punjab	and	is	characterized	by	its	lively	and	energetic	melodies.	Tappa	is	often	performed	in	a	fast	tempo,
with	intricate	melodic	patterns	and	rhythmic	variations.	The	lyrics	of	Tappa	are	typically	light-hearted	and	humorous,	often	depicting	scenes	from	everyday	life	or	conveying	messages	of	love	and	joy.The	performance	of	Tappa	requires	a	high	level	of	skill	and	dexterity,	as	singers	must	maintain	a	rapid	pace	while	delivering	melodic	phrases	and
rhythmic	patterns.Tappa	is	a	popular	form	of	music	in	Punjab	and	has	gained	popularity	in	other	parts	of	India	as	well,	thanks	to	its	lively	and	engaging	nature.	Modern	Expressions:	A	Fusion	of	Tradition	and	Innovation	**Bollywood	Music:**	Bollywood	music,	also	known	as	filmy	music,	is	the	popular	music	of	Indian	films.	It	is	a	fusion	of	various
styles,	including	classical,	folk	and	Western	music	and	is	known	for	its	catchy	tunes	and	expressive	lyrics.	Bollywood	music	plays	a	significant	role	in	Indian	culture,	shaping	the	musical	tastes	and	preferences	of	millions	of	people.	The	lyrics	of	Bollywood	songs	often	reflect	the	themes	and	emotions	portrayed	in	the	films,	ranging	from	romance	and
celebration	to	sorrow	and	longing.	Bollywood	music	has	a	wide	appeal,	transcending	linguistic	and	cultural	barriers	to	reach	audiences	around	the	world.	It's	a	lively	and	dynamic	genre	of	music	that	constantly	evolves	and	innovates,	mirroring	the	shifting	tastes	and	trends	of	Indian	society.	**Natyasangeet:**	Natyasangeet	is	the	music	used	in	Indian
classical	dance	dramas.	It	is	known	for	its	dramatic	and	emotive	compositions,	often	based	on	classical	ragas	and	talas.	Natyasangeet	plays	a	crucial	role	in	enhancing	the	narrative	and	emotional	impact	of	dance	dramas,	providing	a	musical	backdrop	that	complements	the	movements	and	expressions	of	the	dancers.	The	compositions	of	Natyasangeet
are	ranging	from	devotional	songs	to	romantic	ballads,	each	serving	to	enhance	the	storytelling	and	thematic	elements	of	the	dance	drama.	Natyasangeet	is	performed	live	during	dance	dramas,	with	musicians	playing	traditional	instruments	like	the	tabla,	harmonium	and	flute	to	create	a	rich	and	immersive	musical	experience	for	the	audience.	**Folk
Music:**	India's	rich	culture	of	folk	music	includes	various	styles,	each	reflecting	the	cultural	heritage	of	its	region.	From	the	soulful	Baul	music	of	Bengal	to	the	energetic	Lavani	music	of	Maharashtra,	folk	music	plays	a	crucial	role	in	preserving	India's	cultural	diversity.	Folk	music	is	often	passed	down	orally	from	generation	to	generation,	with	each
community	adding	its	unique	flavor	and	style	to	the	music.	Folk	songs	are	typically	based	on	themes	of	everyday	life,	including	love,	nature	and	social	issues,	making	them	relatable	and	accessible	to	people	from	all	walks	of	life.	Folk	music	is	often	accompanied	by	traditional	instruments	like	the	dholak,	harmonium,	and	ektara,	creating	a	lively	and
vibrant	sound	that	is	both	captivating	and	soul-stirring.	**Conclusion**	In	the	contemporary	world,	Indian	music	continues	to	evolve,	embracing	new	influences	and	creating	captivating	soundscapes.The	ever-popular	Bollywood	music,	while	incorporating	Western	musical	elements,	often	retains	the	essence	of	traditional	melodies	and	instruments.
From	the	ancient	chants	of	the	Vedas	to	the	contemporary	melodies	of	Bollywood,	Indian	music	has	transcended	time	and	space	to	captivate	audiences	around	the	world.	It	is	a	colloquy	to	the	creativity,	diversity	and	resilience	of	the	Indian	people,	reminding	us	of	our	rich	cultural	heritage	and	the	need	to	preserve	it	for	future	generations.	As	we
continue	on	this	musical	journey,	let	us	celebrate	the	beauty	and	richness	of	Indian	music,	embracing	its	timeless	melodies	and	eternal	rhythms.


