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Our	Work	Resources	Events	Accreditation	Get	Involved	About	Us	Search	Second	Term	Age	4	Civic	Education	Lesson	Plan	and	Note	Nursery	2.	Peace	Education,	kinship,	social	institutions,	naming	ceremonies.						WEEKS							TOPICS	SOCIAL	INSTITUTIONS		NAMING	CEREMONIES	KINSHIP	CHIEFTANCY	RELIGIOUS	INSTITUTION-	TYPES
DIFFERENT	PLACES	OF	WORSHIP	PEACE	EDUCATION		/	MID-TERM	BREAK	/	OPEN	DAY	/	MID	TERM	TEST		RIGHTS		RESPONSIBILITY	REVISION	REVISION	EXAMINATION	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	1	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,
pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	of	social	institution	2)Give	some	examples	of	social	institutions	in	the	locality	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Song	books,	picture	books	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES
PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	song	on	social	institutionsPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	social	institutions	are	public	places	that	renders	specific	services	like	justice,	hospitality.	She	mentions	some	social	institutions	in	the
locality	such	as	family,	law.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	uses	picture	books	and	songs	to	enlighten	them	morePupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board		NOTE	Social	institutions	are	public	places	that	renders	specific	services	like
justice,	hospitality,	religion.	Some	examples/types	of	social	institutions	are:	family,	community,	religion,	economy,	education,	government	EVALUATION:	1)	____	are	public	places	that	renders	services	like	hospitality,	justice.	(social	services,	dull	services)	2)An	example	of	social	services	is	_____.	(family,	toilet)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation
CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	2	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	and	importance	of	naming	ceremony	2)Mention	some	items	used	for	naming
ceremony	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Toys,	video,	clothes	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story
on	naming	ceremonyPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	naming	ceremony	is	a	stage	where	a	person	is	given	a	name.	She	tells	them	it	is	important	because	it	gives	the	child	an	identity	by	allowing	us	know	the	name	of	the	newly	born	baby.	She	mentions	that	some	items	used	in	naming	ceremony	are:	poem/reading,	recognition
of	siblings.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	uses	toys	to	show	what	happens	during	a	naming	ceremony.	She	also	shows	them	videos	of	naming	ceremoniesPupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	the	note	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board	NOTE	Naming	ceremony	is
the	stage	where	newly	born	babies	are	given	their	names.	Naming	ceremonies	are	very	important	because	they	help	us	know	the	names	of	the	newly	born	baby	and	also	serves	to	preserve	our	cultural	heritage.	Poem	reading,	recognition	of	siblings,	naming	of	the	baby,	parents	promises,	are	all	items	of	the	naming	ceremony.	EVALUATION:	1)____	is
the	stage	of	naming	a	newly	born	baby.	(naming	ceremony,	banking)	2)Naming	ceremony	makes	us	know	the	name	of	the	baby.	Yes/No	3)	One	of	the	items	in	naming	a	baby	is	___.	(parentspromises,	playing)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	3	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:4	years
DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	TOPIC:	Kinship	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	of	kinship	2)	Give	importance	of	kins	in	the	family	3)	Mention	some	examples	of	kins	in	the	family	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,
demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	video,	picture	book	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	song	on	kinshipPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	kinship	is	the	relationship	between	members
of	the	family.	She	tells	the	pupils	some	importance	of	kinship	such	as:	It	maintains	unity,	harmony	and	cooperation	among	relationships.pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	uses	picture	book	and	videos	to	show	the	pupils	examples	of	kinsPupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	note	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy
the	note.The	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board		NOTE	Kinship	is	the	relationship	that	exists	among	members	of	the	family.	It	describes	the	roles	of	each	member	of	the	family.	Kinship	is	very	important	because	it	maintains	harmony,	unity	and	cooperation	among	relationships	EVALUATION:	1)	____	is	the	relationship	between	members	of	the	family.
(kinship,	landship)	2)Kinship	leads	to	____	and	____.	(unity	and	harmony,	wickedness	and	anger)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	4	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,
pupils	should	be	able	to	Give	simple	meaning	of	chieftaincy	Mention	some	chieftaincy	titles	and	chieftaincy	holders	in	the	community	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Picture/posters	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES
PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	chieftaincyPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	chieftaincy	is	the	position	or	period	of	rule	of	a	chief.She	tells	the	pupils	some	examples	of	chieftaincy	titles	and	their	holders	such	as	Ndi	Ozo
or	Ndi	Nze	for	the	igbos,	Alaafin	and	Alake	of	Egbaland	for	the	yorubas,	Waziriand	Madawaki	for	the	hausas.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	shows	them	pictures/charts	of	chieftaincy	holders	in	the	localityPupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	the	note	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy
the	note	from	the	board	NOTE	Chieftaincy	is	the	position	or	period	of	rule	of	a	chief.	Some	chieftaincy	rulers	and	their	titles	are:		NdiOzo	for	the		igbos,	Alaafin	for	the	yorubas,		Waziri	for	the	hausas.	EVALUATION:	1)_____	is	the	position	of	rule	of	a	chief.	(chieftaincy,	marketing)	2)NdiOzo	is	a	chieftaincy	for	the	igbos.	Yes/No	3)Waziri	is	the
chieftaincy	for	the	yorubas.	Yes/No	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	5	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	of	religion
2)Mention	and	explain	the	different	types	of	religion	in	the	locality	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Pictures/	charts	of	different	items	showing/differentiating	different	religions	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES
PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	different	types	of	religious	institutionsPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	religion	as		whatever	we	the	human	beings		believe	about	our	relationship	with	God.	She	then	tells	them	the	different
types	of	religion	which	are:	Christianity,	Judaism,	Buddhism,	Islam.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	uses	pictures/posters	to	show	the	pupils	different	types	of	religionPupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	note	on	the	board	while	the	children	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board	NOTE	Religion	is
what	we	believe	about	human	beings’	relationship	to	a	higher	power	(God).	The	different	types	of	religion	are	Judaism,	Islam,	Christianity,	Hinduism,	Buddhism.	Christianity:	Christianity	is	the	religion	that	believes	Jesus	was	the	son	of	God	and	he	came	to	earth	to	show	Gods	love.	Christians	follow	Christ	teachings	and	those	of	the	Christian	churches
that	grew	up	after	his	death.	2)	Islam:	This	is	the	religion	that	teaches	people	that	there	is	no	God	but	Allah	and	Muhammad	the	prophet	of	Allah.	3)	Judaism:	This	is	the	religion	that	believes	there	is	only	one	God.	They	believe	they	have	a	covenant	with	God.	Jews	promise	to	obey	God’s	laws	to	say	thank	you	to	him	for	looking	after	them.											
EVALUATION:	1)___	is	what	we	believe	about	man’s	relationship	with	God.	(religion,	school)	2)___,	_____,	and	___are	different	types	of	religion.	(Christianity,	Islam,	Judaism)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	6	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:
SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	Mention	different	places	of	worship	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	picture	books,	cultural	costumes	INSTRUCTIONAL
PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	different	places	of	worshipPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	mentions	different	places	of	worshiping	such	as	mosque,	church,	synagoguePupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe
shows	the	pupils	pictures	of	different	places	of	worship	and	the	things		worn	there.Pupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	notes	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board		NOTE	There	are	different	places	where	people	go	to	worship,	such	as:	church,	mosque,	synagogue,	temple,
monastery	EVALUATION:	Give	three	examples	of	places	of	worship	that	you	know.																																				,																																			and																																			CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	7	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic
Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	of	peace	2)	Perform	acts	like	sharing	of	toys	that	promotes	peace	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Toys,	caps,	shoes,	clothes,
tapes	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	peacePupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	to	the	pupils	that	peace	is	showing	love	to	one	another.	She	then	tell	the	pupils	to	perform	acts	like	sharing	of
toys	to	promote	peace.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	joins	the	pupils	in	sharing	toys,	shoes	in	order	to	promote	peace.	She	also	plays	tapes	where	peaceful	acts	were	demonstrated	in.Pupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	note	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board
NOTE	Peace	is	showing	love	to	one	another.	It	means	having	gratitude,	love,	and	gentleness.	It	can	be	maintained	by	sharing	things	like	toys,	clothes,	food,	caps.	EVALUATION:	1)	___	is	the	act	of	showing	love	to	one	another.	(peace,	war)	2)	We	promote	peace	by	sharing___.	(toys,	sand)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends
the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	8	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes	DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	1)Give	simple	meaning	of	rights	and	their	examples	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,
questions	and	answers,	demonstration	INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Tapes/cassettes,	newspaper	cut	out	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	rightsPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	rights
are	those	privileges	that	we	enjoy	for	being	a	member	of	a	family,	community	or	state.	She	mentions	some	examples	of	rights	such	as:	right	to	education,	right	to	a	family	lifePupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	shows	the	pupils	tapes/cassettes	that	shows	their	rightsPupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	on	the	board
while	the	pupils	copy	noteThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board	NOTE	Rights	are	those	privileges	we	enjoy	for	being	a	member	of	a	family,	community	or	state.	They	help	make	our	communication	better.	They	are	protected	by	laws.	Some	example	of	rights	are:	right	to	education,	right	to	a	family	life,	right	to	healthy	living,	right	to	an	identity
EVALUATION:	1)___	are	privileges	enjoyed	for	belonging	to	a	particular	family	or	community.	(rights,	responsibilities)	2_____	is	a	type	of	right.		(right	to	education,	right	to	sleep)	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	TERM:	2nd	Term	WEEK:	9	CLASS:	Nursery	2	AGE:	4	years	DURATION:	40	minutes
DATE:	SUBJECT:	Civic	Education	TOPIC:	Responsibility	SPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to	Give	simple	meaning	of	responsibilities	Mention	some	responsibilities	of	pupils	at	school	and	at	home	INSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstration
INSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:		videos,	picture	books	INSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURES	PRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1	Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	responsibilityPupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2	ExplanationShe	explains	that	responsibilities	means	being	dependable,	making
good	choices,	learning	to	take	credit	for	one’s	actions	whether	good	or	bad.	She	tells	them	some	of	their	responsibilities	are:	doing	homework,	cleaning	your	room.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3	DemonstrationShe	uses	videos	or	pictures	to	show	the	pupils	different	responsibilities	being	done.Pupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4	NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes
the	note	on	the	board	while	pupils	copyThe	pupils	copy	the	note	from	the	board		NOTE	Responsibilities	means	being	dependable,	making	good	choices,	being	trusted,	and	learning	to	take	credit	for	one’s	actions	whether	good	or	bad.	Some	responsibilities	of	children	are:	doing	homework,	cleaning	your	rooms,	doing	some	house	chores	like	sweeping,
washing	plates.	EVALUATION:	1)____	means	making	good	choices.	(responsibilities,	right)	2)	Washing	plates	at	home	is	our	responsibility.	Yes/No	CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluation	CONCLUSION:	She	commends	the	pupils	positively	While	you’re	setting	up	your	classroom	for	the	new	school	year,	you’ll	be	planning	lessons	for	language,	math,	history,
and	geography.	But	one	thing	we	sometimes	forget	to	plan	for	is	peace	education.	Promoting	peace	was	a	large	part	of	Dr.	Montessori’s	career	–	one	of	her	most	famous	quotes	is	“Averting	war	is	the	work	of	politicians;	establishing	peace	is	the	work	of	education.”	She	thought	it	was	extremely	important	in	her	day;	today	it	may	be	more	important
than	ever.	Here	are	10	ways	to	include	peace	in	your	curriculum:	1.	Start	by	defining	the	word	“peace”	with	your	students.	You	can	ask	children	what	they	think	it	means;	their	answers	will	probably	be	very	enlightening.	They	are	often	surprised	to	realize	that	peace	can	be	found	many	places.	It	doesn’t	just	refer	to	“world	peace”.	They	can	have	a
hand	in	creating	a	peaceful	environment	wherever	they	are.	Peace	may	look	a	little	different	to	everyone.	To	me,	it	doesn’t	mean	the	absence	of	conflict.	That	would	be	an	idealized	world	in	which	none	of	us	live.	Rather,	it’s	learning	how	to	deal	with	conflict	in	a	way	that	doesn’t	put	the	rights,	wants,	or	needs	of	one	person	over	the	other.	It’s	learning
conflict	resolution	skills	that	stress	respect	for	the	individual	and	the	group.	2.	Declare	your	classroom	a	“peace	zone”.	Do	not	tolerate	any	kind	of	bullying.	Lay	down	ground	rules	at	the	beginning	of	the	year	that	are	posted	for	everyone	to	see.	Have	all	the	children	agree	to	the	ground	rules	(even	signing	the	list	of	rules)	and	hold	them	accountable.	3.
Teach	conflict	resolution	skills.	One	way	(that	children	enjoy	very	much)	is	through	role-playing.	Choose	a	time	when	everyone	is	together	and	there	are	no	unresolved	conflicts.	Role-play	different	situations	that	you	notice	amongst	the	children.	Talk	about	peaceful	ways	to	resolve	the	conflict.	You	can	define	and	discuss	compromise,	taking	turns,	and
listening	skills.	One	conflict	resolution	technique	that	children	love	is	to	have	one	object	in	the	classroom	or	home	that	is	always	used	when	children	are	resolving	conflict.	Children	face	each	other	(or	sit	in	a	circle)	and	whoever	is	holding	the	object	gets	to	talk.	No	one	can	interrupt,	and	once	the	object	is	passed	on,	the	next	person	gets	to	talk
exclusively.	I	have	seen	this	work	wonders	in	tension-filled	situations.	4.	If	you	have	an	annual	event,	like	a	poetry	recitation,	a	musical,	or	other	performance,	choose	“Peace”	as	the	theme	every	so	often.	Challenge	the	children	to	find	stories,	poems,	and	songs	about	peace.	They	may	also	want	to	draw	or	paint	pictures	of	“peace”	and	what	it	means	to
them.	Again,	much	insight	can	be	gained	by	looking	into	their	responses.	5.	Peace	education	can	vary	by	age;	older	children	will	naturally	be	able	to	get	into	the	history	of	peace	and	conflict	by	studying	different	countries	and	cultures.	They	can	participate	at	a	higher	level	by	researching	and	writing	about	peace	and	peace	education.	6.	Have	children
participate	in	the	care	of	their	environment,	showing	respect	for	the	materials,	pets,	plants,	and	other	children.	7.	When	studying	geography,	history,	and	other	cultures,	emphasize	respect	for	the	diversity	of	traditions	and	customs	found	around	the	world.	8.	Consider	having	your	school	named	an	international	peace	site.	The	World	Citizen
organization	heads	up	that	project,	and	they	have	information	about	peace	education	as	well.	9.	Be	a	good	example.	Don’t	argue	with	parents,	your	spouse,	or	other	teachers	in	front	of	the	children.	Speak	respectfully	about	other	people.	Don’t	gossip.	Show	kindness.	It	can	be	easy	to	forget	that	children	are	watching	your	every	move,	and	learn	more
from	what	you	do	than	what	you	say.	10.	Establish	special	holidays	and	rituals	for	your	school	or	home.	These	can	include	joyful	celebrations	as	well	as	sad	occasions	(like	the	loss	of	a	pet).	Everyone	can	share	in	the	planning,	decorating,	and	celebrating.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even
commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but
not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the
license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or
moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Peace	Education	is	a	fundamental	component	of	the	Montessori	philosophy,	reflecting	Dr.	Maria	Montessori’s	belief	in	education	as	a	powerful	tool	for	creating	a	more	peaceful	world.	This	aspect	of	the	curriculum	aims	to	teach	children	about	peace,	conflict	resolution,	and	respect	for	all	living	things,
thereby	fostering	empathy,	understanding,	and	social	responsibility	from	a	young	age.	Through	stories,	discussions,	and	practical	activities,	children	learn	about	different	cultures,	the	value	of	diversity,	and	the	importance	of	kindness	and	cooperation.	Peace	Education	in	Montessori	settings	often	involves	teaching	children	how	to	express	their
feelings	and	needs	peacefully,	listen	actively	to	others,	and	resolve	conflicts	constructively.	The	classroom	itself	is	designed	as	a	community	where	respect	and	care	for	the	environment	and	each	other	are	paramount.	Children	participate	in	peace	ceremonies,	engage	with	peace	symbols	such	as	the	peace	rose,	and	learn	about	global	peace	heroes,
embedding	the	principles	of	nonviolence	and	compassion	in	their	daily	lives.	This	approach	not	only	prepares	children	to	be	thoughtful	and	responsible	global	citizens	but	also	promotes	a	classroom	culture	of	harmony	and	respect,	reflecting	Montessori’s	vision	of	education	as	a	means	to	achieve	lasting	peace.	Bar-Tal,	D.	(2002).	The	elusive	nature	of
peace	education.	In	G.	Salomon	&	B.	Nevo	(Eds.),	Peace	education:	The	concept,	principles	and	practice	in	the	world.	(pp.27-36).	Mahwah,	NJ:	Lawrence	Erlbaum.Final	DraftThe	Elusive	Nature	of	Peace	EducationDaniel	Bar-TalSchool	of	EducationTel-Aviv	UniversityChapter	to	appear	in	G.	Salomon	&	B.	Nevo	(Eds.),	Peace	education:	The	concept,
principles	and	practice	around	the	world.	Mahwah:	NJ:	Lawrence	Erlbaum	The	chapter	was	written	while	the	author	was	at	the	Netherlands	Institute	for	Advanced	Study	in	the	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences11	Peace	together	with	freedom,	equality	and	justice	is	one	of	the	most	desirable	values	in	almost	every	society.	It	has	become	universal
symbol	-	a	master	concept	that	connotes	a	general	positive	state	including	all	the	positive	qualities	that	are	valued,	cherished,	and	aspired	by	all	human	beings.	This	meaning	becomes	evident	in	our	times	when	we	look	at	the	volumes	of	documents	on	peace	produced	by	international	institutions	and	organizations	including	the	UN	and	UNESCO.	It	is,
thus,	not	surprising	that	many	societies	decide	to	educate	new	generations	in	the	light	of	this	symbol.	The	educational	system	realizes	this	mission	for	societies	through	the	school	system,	which	has	the	authority,	the	legitimacy,	the	means	and	the	conditions	to	carry	it	out.	Schools	are	often	the	only	institution	that	society	can	formally,	intentionally
and	extensively	use	to	achieve	this	mission.	In	other	words,	through	its	agencies	(e.g.	Ministry	of	Education)	a	society	can	set	the	objectives	for	peace	education,	prepare	the	curriculum,	delineate	the	contents	of	the	textbooks	and	instructional	materials,	outline	guidelines	for	organizing	the	school	climate,	put	on	extracurricular	programs,	train
teachers,	instruct	schools	to	carry	out	initiatives	and	oblige	students	to	participate	in	this	learning	(see	Bar-Tal,	in	press).	However,	peace	education	is	very	different	to	most	subjects	given	in	schools.	In	comparison	to	other	domains	of	education,	peace	education	is	by	nature	elusive,	since	groups	and	individuals	project	onto	the	concept	“peace
education”	their	own	particular	vision	of	a	desirable	society,	the	means	to	achieve	it,	and	the	schools’	role	in	this	mission.	The	consequence	of	this	projection	is	the	multifaceted,	multifarious	and	multiform	state	of	peace	education	we	see	at	the	present	time.	This	chapter	attempts	to	explain	the	reasons	for	this	elusiveness	by	pointing	to	the	unique
nature	of	the	objectives	of	peace	education	and	then	goes	on	to	discuss	its	societal	and	pedagogical	implications.	11The	Unique	Nature	of	Peace	Education’s	Objectives	Different	educational	systems	in	various	states	all	over	the	world	have	provided	peace	education	throughout	the	twentieth	century	up	until	today	(see	reviews	by	Aspeslagh	&	Burns,
1996;	Hermon,	1988).	A	review	of	the	programs	of	education	for	peace	in	different	states	indicates	that	they	differ	considerably	in	terms	of	ideology,	objectives,	emphasis,	curricula,	contents	and	practices	(see	for	example	Bjerstedt,	1988,	1993a;	Haavelsrud,	1974;	Wulf,	1974).	For	example,	in	Australia,	peace	education	focuses	on	challenging
ethnocentrism,	cultural	chauvinism	and	violence	on	the	one	hand,	and	promoting	cultural	diversity,	nuclear	disarmament	and	conflict	resolution,	on	the	other	(Burns,	1985;	Lawson	&	Hutchinson,	1992).	In	Japan,	peace	education	mostly	targets	issues	of	nuclear	disarmament,	militarism	and	the	nature	of	responsibility	for	violent	acts	performed	in	the
past	(Murakami,	1992).	In	South	America,	peace	education	is	preoccupied	with	structural	violence,	human	rights,	and	economic	inequality	(Garcia,	1984;	Rivera,	1978).	In	the	United	States,	peace	education	programs	often	concern	prejudice,	violence	and	environmental	issues	(Harris,	1996;	Stomfay-Stitz,	1992).	11	Within	the	wide	range	of	different
peace	education	programs	a	common	general	objective	can	be	found.	They	all	aim	to	foster	changes,	which	will	make	the	world	a	better,	more	humane	place.	The	goal	is	to	diminish,	or	even	to	eradicate,	a	variety	of	human	ills	ranging	from	war,	violent	conflict,	inequality,	prejudice,	intolerance,	violence,	environmental	destruction,	injustice,	abuse	of
human	rights	and	other	evils	in	order	to	create	a	world	of	peace,	equality,	justice,	tolerance,	human	rights,	environmental	quality	and	other	positive	features	(see	Bjerstedt,	1993b;	Burns	&	Aspeslagh,	1996;	Harris,	1988;	Reardon,	1988).	The	different	outlines	of	the	objectives	reflect	the	degree	of	dissatisfaction	with	the	present	situation.	Therefore,	it
is	possible	to	see	peace	education	as	a	mirror	of	the	political	-	societal	-	economic	agenda	for	a	given	society,	since	peace	objectives	often	contain	a	direct	challenge	to	the	present	state	of	a	society	within	the	suggestions	for	change	(Vriens,	1990).	In	effect,	peace	education	mobilizes	pupils	and	teachers	to	take	part	in	a	campaign	for	change.	They	are
to	carry	the	banner	for	an	alternative	vision	in	society	to	counteract	the	beliefs,	attitudes	and	actions,	which	contradict	the	objectives	of	peace	education.	The	objectives	of	peace	education	can	only	be	achieved	by	imparting	specific	values,	attitudes,	beliefs,	skills,	and	behavioral	tendencies,	which	correspond	with	the	objectives.	Imparting	values	of
peace	is	of	particular	importance	as	these	values	influence	specific	beliefs,	attitudes,	and	behavior.	In	addition,	peace	education	emphasizes	the	acquisition	of	peaceful	behavioral	patterns,	as	changes	in	behavior	ultimately	signal	the	achievement	of	peace	education’s	objectives.	Thus,	peace	education	can	be	seen	as	a	type	of	socialization	process
because	its	objectives	are	concerned	with	the	internalization	of	specific	world-views,	as	defined	by	the	society	in	question.	These	unique	objectives	have	a	number	of	societal	and	pedagogical	implications,	which	amplify	the	elusive	nature	of	peace	education.	These	two	groups	of	implications	will	now	be	discussed.	Societal	Implications	Three	main
societal	implications	will	be	discussed:	the	condition-dependent	nature	of	peace	education,	its	dependence	on	social	agreements,	and	its	function	as	a	society’s	platform11Peace	Education	is	Condition-Dependent11	Peace	education	is	always	related	to	the	particular	conditions	of	the	society,	which	carries	out	this	educational	mission.	These	conditions
produce	the	specific	needs,	goals	and	concerns	of	a	society,	which	are	reflected	in	a	particular	peace	education	program.	Different	conditions	can	affect	various	aspects	of	society.	For	example,	societies	differ	in	terms	of	the	nature	of	inter-group	relationships:	some	are	at	war	or	involved	in	an	intractable	conflict,	while	others	live	in	relative	peace
with	co-operative	inter-group	relationships;	societies	differ	in	structure:	some	are	multi-cultural,	while	others	are	relatively	homogeneous;	societies	differ	in	economic	equality:	some	are	economically	polarized,	while	others	live	in	relative	equality;	societies	differ	in	their	civic	culture:	some	are	democratic,	tolerant	and	open,	while	others	are	relatively
autocratic,	intolerant	and	closed.	The	different	conditions	described	above	pose	particular	needs,	goals	and	concerns,	which	are	expressed	in	the	issues	that	preoccupy	a	specific	society.	Issues	raised	by	the	conditions	in	a	society	may	pertain	to	war,	intractable	conflict,	violence,	intolerance,	prejudice,	inequality,	or	other	problems.	The	nature	of
peace	education	is	dictated	by	the	issues,	which	preoccupy	a	specific	society	because	it	has	to	be	perceived	as	being	relevant	and	functional	to	the	societal	needs,	goals	and	concerns.	This	is	an	important	requirement	for	the	initiation	and	realization	of	peace	education	in	every	society.	Nevertheless,	it	is	inevitable	that	such	a	requirement	contributes
to	the	elusive	nature	of	peace	education,	because	different	societies	strive	to	achieve	a	wide	variety	of	objectives	and	also	because	each	society	views	peace	education	differently.	The	overall	result	is	that	different	societies	have	different	definitions	of	the	nature	of	peace	education	and	its	scope	and	therefore	set	different	objectives,	propose	different
curriculum	and	write	different	texts	(see	for	example	Bjerstedt,	1986,	1988,	1990).	Moreover,	societies	differ	with	regard	to	their	commitment	to	peace	education.	While	some	see	it	as	an	important	mechanism	to	change	the	society	for	the	better,	others	may	avoid	reference	to	controversial	issues	and	restrict	it	to	particular	objectives,	or	even	ban	it
altogether.	It	can	be	seen	that	different	political,	economic	and	societal	conditions	inevitably	influence	whether	and	what	kind	of	peace	education	is	implemented	in	schools	and	how	it	is	carried	out.Peace	Education	is	Based	on	Societal	Agreement	The	objectives	of	peace	education	propose	a	vision	for	the	particular	society.	They	specify	the	desired
direction	that	the	society	should	take	and	sometimes	they	offer	alternatives	to	the	present	state	of	affairs.	This	implies	that,	in	democratic	societies,	society	members	have	to	agree	with	the	objectives	and	contents	of	peace	education.	Without	legitimization,	peace	education	will	be	difficult	to	implement	successfully.	Clearly	it	is	relatively	simple	and
easy	to	develop	peace	education,	when	it	contains	those	values	that	the	society	cherishes,	proposes	goals	that	the	society	embraces,	and	suggests	a	framework	of	solutions	and	courses	of	action	that	the	society	accepts.	However,	in	reality	such	situations	are	rare	and	it	is	more	common	that	certain	sections	of	society	do	not	support	the	objectives	of
peace	education.	The	objectives	may	be	perceived	as	posing	a	threat	to	a	particular	group,	several	groups	or	even	society	as	a	whole	(see	examples	provided	by	Cairns,	1987;	Collinge,	1993).	Some	groups	may	be	afraid	of	losing	power,	status,	privilege,	or	wealth.	Other	groups	may	perceive	the	objectives	of	peace	education	as	negating	their
ideological	beliefs.	Some	groups	may	perceive	that	the	objectives	of	peace	education	threaten	traditional	cultural	values,	or	even	the	order	of	the	societal	system.	11	Thus,	peace	education	is	a	special	challenge.	There	is	a	need	for	societal	agreement	in	order	to	implement	it	successfully	in	schools.	That	is,	at	least	a	significant	part	of	society	members
have	to	accept	the	objectives	propagated	by	peace	education	and	its	principles,	in	order	to	legitimize	its	institution	in	the	educational	system.	Agreement	should	be	achieved	through	public	debate,	which	reflects	societal	negotiation	in	democratic	societies.	The	outcome	of	societal	agreement	is	that	the	objectives	of	peace	education	(curricula,	projects,
and	content)	will	be	the	result	of	compromise,	consideration	and	adaptation	to	the	constraints	of	the	particular	society.	It	can	be	said	that	each	society	develops	a	particular	peace	education,	which	is	responsive	to	its	own	political	dictates.	This	aspect	of	the	development	of	peace	education	is	another	factor	contributing	to	its	elusiveness.Peace
Education	Serves	as	Societal	Platform	The	objectives	of	peace	education	do	not	relate	only	to	pupils	in	schools,	but	concern	the	whole	of	society.	They	suggest	directions	for	all	members	of	society	and	propose	desirable	values,	beliefs,	attitudes	and	patterns	of	behavior.	Therefore,	if	objectives	are	to	be	achieved,	peace	education	cannot	merely	be	an
isolated	venture	in	schools.	A	society	that	sets	peace	education	on	its	agenda	has	to	spread	its	messages	through	other	societal	institutions	and	channels	of	communication,	in	order	to	show	the	pupils	that	they	are	part	of	a	societal	effort	to	change	society.11	Peace	education	in	schools	without	a	wider	societal	campaign	is	fruitless	and	unrelated	to
societal	reality.	Pupils	soon	feel	that	it	is	irrelevant	to	their	life	experience	and	view	it	as	an	insignificant	endeavor.	Thus,	although	the	term	“peace	education”	is	often	restricted	to	educational	practices	in	schools,	there	is	also	peace	education	on	a	wider	scale,	which	applies	to	the	whole	of	society.	Societal	peace	education	is	related	to	society’s	peace
culture	and	is	supposed	to	reach	members	of	society	through	the	channels	of	the	mass	media,	literature,	TV	programs,	films,	etc.	Each	society	has	own	ways	and	means	to	express	the	values	propagated	by	peace	education.	Because	societies	differ	so	greatly	with	regard	to	the	manifestation	of	peace	values	via	institutions	and	the	available	channels	of
communication	this	adds	another	factor	to	the	elusiveness	of	peace	education.Pedagogical	Implications	In	addition	to	societal	there	are	also	pedagogical	implications	that	derive	from	the	unique	characteristics	of	peace	education	objectives,	which	also	contribute	to	its	elusiveness.	The	objectives	of	peace	education	differ	remarkably	from	the
objectives	of	traditional	educational	subjects.	Their	unique	nature	requires	the	development	of	special	methods	to	achieve	them.	An	innovative	and	creative	approach	is	needed	to	carry	out	the	educational	mission	of	peace	education.	The	pedagogical	implications	will	now	be	elaborated.	Peace	Education	is	an	Orientation11	Peace	education	can	be
regarded	neither	as	a	separate	subject	matter	nor	as	a	project,	but	must	be	seen	as	an	educational	orientation,	which	provides	the	objectives	and	the	instructional	framework	for	learning	in	schools.	It	must	be	incorporated	into	the	objectives	and	curricula	of	other	subjects	and	be	interwoven	into	their	instruction	(Harris,	1988).	Peace	education
provides	a	prism	through	which	the	pupils	learn	to	view	and	evaluate	topics	and	issues	raised	in	the	various	subjects	and	through	this	process	they	learn	to	view	and	evaluate	current	issues	in	society.	History,	geography,	social	sciences,	literature	and	languages	are	the	most	salient	examples	of	subjects,	which	should	include	suitable	themes	of	peace
education	(for	example,	the	causes	of	war,	costs	of	war,	types	of	peace,	meaning	of	justice,	importance	of	equality,	peace	making,	cause	of	discrimination,	etc.).	Teaching	these	subjects	using	peace	education	orientations	and	keeping	its	objectives	in	mind	is	the	best	way	to	implement	peace	education	in	schools.	In	addition,	particular	courses	focusing
specifically	on	different	themes	of	peace	education	should	be	developed	and	offered	in	schools	to	complement	the	themes	of	traditional	subjects	(see	suggestions	by	Harris,	1988;	Marryfield	&	Remy,	1995).	It	is	assumed	that	such	an	approach	requires	an	engagement	with	current	concerns	in	society.	However,	this	requirement	means	that	peace
education	is	subject	to	ambiguity.	This	is	because	deciding	how	much	peace	education	should	be	incorporated	into	subjects,	which	special	courses	should	be	developed	and	how	all	these	measures	can	be	accomplished,	are	complex	decisions	determined	by	political	and	pedagogical	constraints.	Peace	Education	has	to	be	Open-minded11	It	is	essential
that	peace	education	be	open-minded	and	should	avoid	becoming	simple	indoctrination.	This	means	that	it	needs	to	remain	open	to	alternative	views,	with	an	emphasis	on	skepticism,	critical	thinking	and	creativity	(Harris,	1988;	Reardon,	1988).	These	characteristics	are	necessary	in	peace	education	in	view	of	the	objectives,	which	are	supposed	to
prepare	the	students	to	function	in	society.	Pupils,	thus,	have	to	learn	to	weigh	and	evaluate	issues,	to	consider	alternatives,	to	voice	criticism,	to	originate	creative	ideas	and	make	rational	decisions.	It	is	the	openness	of	peace	education	that	develops	pupils	psychologically	and	specifically	prepares	them	to	adhere	to	the	values	of	peace	education
while	providing	them	with	tools	for	coping	with	real	life	issues	in	accordance	with	these	values.	It	also	equips	them	to	solve	dilemmas	of	contradicting	values	that	are	encountered	in	real	life	situations,	but	perhaps	most	important	of	all,	it	facilitates	the	internalization	of	peace	values	and	inoculates	against	embracing	non-peaceful	alternatives.	Peace
Education	is	a	fundamental	component	of	the	Montessori	philosophy,	reflecting	Dr.	Maria	Montessori’s	belief	in	education	as	a	powerful	tool	for	creating	a	more	peaceful	world.	This	aspect	of	the	curriculum	aims	to	teach	children	about	peace,	conflict	resolution,	and	respect	for	all	living	things,	thereby	fostering	empathy,	understanding,	and	social
responsibility	from	a	young	age.	Through	stories,	discussions,	and	practical	activities,	children	learn	about	different	cultures,	the	value	of	diversity,	and	the	importance	of	kindness	and	cooperation.	Peace	Education	in	Montessori	settings	often	involves	teaching	children	how	to	express	their	feelings	and	needs	peacefully,	listen	actively	to	others,	and
resolve	conflicts	constructively.	The	classroom	itself	is	designed	as	a	community	where	respect	and	care	for	the	environment	and	each	other	are	paramount.	Children	participate	in	peace	ceremonies,	engage	with	peace	symbols	such	as	the	peace	rose,	and	learn	about	global	peace	heroes,	embedding	the	principles	of	nonviolence	and	compassion	in
their	daily	lives.	This	approach	not	only	prepares	children	to	be	thoughtful	and	responsible	global	citizens	but	also	promotes	a	classroom	culture	of	harmony	and	respect,	reflecting	Montessori’s	vision	of	education	as	a	means	to	achieve	lasting	peace.	Montessori	education,	renowned	for	its	focus	on	holistic	development,	seamlessly	integrates	peace
education	as	a	core	element.	This	article	explores	how	peace	education	aligns	with	the	Montessori	philosophy,	emphasizing	its	significance	in	today’s	world.	Dr.	Maria	Montessori,	a	pioneer	in	child	education,	believed	in	nurturing	the	whole	child.	Her	approach	extends	beyond	academics,	fostering	social,	emotional,	and	moral	development.	In	this
context,	peace	education	is	not	an	adjunct	but	a	fundamental	aspect	of	Montessori	education.	In	today’s	global	landscape,	marked	by	diversity	and	complexity,	the	relevance	of	peace	education	cannot	be	overstated.	It	equips	children	with	skills	to	navigate	interpersonal	and	communal	challenges.	Peace	education	prepares	students	to	become
proactive,	thoughtful	global	citizens	by	instilling	empathy,	respect,	and	understanding.	This	introduction	sets	the	stage	for	discussing	the	integration	of	peace	education	in	Montessori	settings,	underscoring	its	vital	role	in	shaping	a	harmonious	future.	Montessori	Peace	Education	is	a	fundamental	part	of	the	Montessori	philosophy.	It	emphasizes
teaching	children	about	peace,	respect,	empathy,	and	understanding.	The	goal	is	to	develop	their	ability	to	resolve	conflicts,	appreciate	diversity,	and	foster	harmonious	relationships.	This	education	begins	with	self-awareness	and	extends	to	awareness	of	others	and	the	environment.	It	includes	practical	life	skills,	social-emotional	learning,	and	global
citizenship.	Montessori	Peace	Education	aims	to	cultivate	a	peaceful,	respectful	classroom	environment,	laying	a	foundation	for	a	peaceful	society.	The	approach	integrates	daily	activities,	storytelling,	and	cooperative	play	to	teach	these	concepts	effectively.	It’s	not	just	a	subject	but	a	way	of	life	in	Montessori	education.	The	core	principles	of
Montessori	education	are:	Child-Centered	Learning:	Focus	on	individual	learning	paths.	Each	child	directs	their	learning	pace	and	interests.	Prepared	Environment:	Classrooms	designed	for	accessibility	and	stimulation.	Materials	are	age-appropriate	and	encourage	self-directed	learning.	Hands-On	Learning:	Emphasis	on	learning	by	doing.	Children
engage	with	materials,	developing	practical	and	cognitive	skills.	Educator	as	Guide:	Teachers	guide	and	facilitate	rather	than	direct.	They	observe	and	support	each	child’s	learning	journey.	Holistic	Development:	Aim	to	develop	social,	emotional,	physical,	and	cognitive	aspects.	Education	is	about	the	whole	child.	Respect	for	the	Child:	Children	are
treated	with	respect	and	dignity.	Their	opinions	and	actions	are	valued.	Learning	as	an	Active	Process:	Children	actively	participate	in	their	learning.	Exploration	and	discovery	are	encouraged.	Intrinsic	Motivation:	Children	are	encouraged	to	learn	for	the	joy	of	learning,	not	for	rewards.	Mixed	Age	Classrooms:	Children	of	different	ages	learn
together.	This	promotes	socialization,	leadership,	and	cooperation.	Montessori	Peace	Education	originated	from	Dr.	Maria	Montessori’s	philosophy	and	work.	Dr.	Montessori,	an	Italian	physician	and	educator,	developed	this	approach	in	the	early	20th	century.	Her	experiences	during	World	Wars	I	and	II	profoundly	influenced	her.	She	observed	the
impact	of	conflict	on	children	and	society.	This	led	her	to	focus	on	peace	and	understanding	in	education.	Dr.	Montessori	believed	education	was	the	key	to	achieving	lasting	peace.	She	emphasized	respect,	empathy,	and	understanding	in	her	teaching	methods.	Montessori	Peace	Education	reflects	her	belief	that	nurturing	peace	starts	with	children.
Her	work	has	impacted	education	worldwide,	making	Peace	Education	a	cornerstone	of	Montessori	schools.	Maria	Montessori,	an	Italian	physician	and	educator	born	in	1870,	revolutionized	early	childhood	education	by	developing	the	Montessori	method.	Montessori’s	vision	for	peace	education	was	integral	to	her	philosophy.	She	believed	education
should	nurture	respect,	empathy,	and	understanding	in	children.	Her	experiences	during	the	World	Wars	reinforced	her	commitment	to	peace.	She	saw	education	as	a	powerful	tool	to	build	a	more	peaceful	world.	Montessori	argued	that	education	should	go	beyond	academics.	It	should	focus	on	the	child’s	holistic	development,	preparing	them
intellectually,	socially,	and	emotionally.	Her	vision	for	peace	education	was	cultivating	a	peace	culture	from	early	childhood.	She	believed	that	by	teaching	children	about	respect,	empathy,	conflict	resolution,	and	global	citizenship,	they	could	grow	into	adults,	contributing	to	a	more	harmonious	and	peaceful	society.	Montessori’s	vision	continues	to
influence	modern	education,	with	her	methods	promoting	peace	and	understanding	across	cultures.	RELATED:	160	Single	Mom	Quotes	To	Acknowledge	Her	Strength	And	Love	The	evolution	of	Montessori	Peace	Education	features	several	key	milestones:	Early	20th	Century:	Dr.	Maria	Montessori	introduces	her	educational	philosophy.	It	emphasizes
child-centered	learning	and	holistic	development.	1919:	Montessori	held	her	first	international	training	course	in	London.	Here,	her	ideas	on	peace	education	started	gaining	international	attention.	1930s:	Amidst	the	backdrop	of	global	unrest,	Montessori’s	focus	shifts	more	towards	peace	education.	She	begins	to	articulate	the	role	of	education	in
fostering	global	peace.	1947:	Montessori	addresses	UNESCO	on	the	theme	of	education	and	peace,	further	establishing	her	views	on	peace	education.	1949	and	1950:	Montessori	was	nominated	for	the	Nobel	Peace	Prize,	recognizing	her	efforts	in	peace	education.	1952:	Montessori’s	book	“Education	and	Peace”	is	published.	It	outlines	her	vision	of
education	as	a	path	to	world	peace.	Post-1952:	After	Montessori’s	death,	her	methods	and	peace	education	principles	continued	to	spread	worldwide.	Late	20th	Century:	Montessori	education,	including	its	peace	component,	expands	globally,	influencing	numerous	educational	systems.	21st	Century:	Montessori	Peace	Education	evolves	with	new
research	and	practices	but	retains	its	core	principles	of	respect,	empathy,	and	understanding.	Montessori	Peace	Education	comprises	several	key	components:	Respect	for	Self	and	Others:	Teaching	children	to	understand	and	respect	themselves	and	others,	fostering	a	sense	of	empathy	and	compassion.	Conflict	Resolution	Skills:	Equipping	children
with	the	tools	to	resolve	conflicts	peacefully	and	respectfully,	emphasizing	communication	and	understanding.	Cultural	Awareness	and	Appreciation:	Encouraging	children	to	learn	about	and	appreciate	diverse	cultures,	fostering	global	understanding	and	respect	for	differences.	Connection	with	Nature:	Fostering	a	sense	of	responsibility	and	care	for
the	environment,	promoting	a	harmonious	relationship	between	humans	and	nature.	Collaboration	and	Community	Building:	Encouraging	cooperative	learning	and	community	involvement,	teaching	children	to	work	together	and	contribute	positively	to	their	community.	Emotional	Intelligence:	Developing	children’s	ability	to	recognize	and	manage
their	emotions	and	understand	the	emotions	of	others,	enhancing	interpersonal	relationships.	Mindfulness	and	Inner	Peace:	Teaching	mindfulness	practices	to	help	children	develop	inner	peace,	focus,	and	self-regulation.	Modeling	Peaceful	Behavior:	Educators	and	adults	in	the	Montessori	environment	model	peaceful,	respectful	behavior,	providing	a
living	example	for	children	to	emulate.	The	essential	elements	of	Montessori	Peace	Education	include:	Respect	for	the	Individual:	Emphasizing	the	dignity	and	worth	of	each	person,	fostering	a	sense	of	respect	for	oneself	and	others.	Understanding	and	Appreciation	of	Diversity:	Teaching	children	to	value	cultural,	racial,	and	individual	differences,
promoting	inclusivity	and	global	awareness.	Empathy	and	Compassion:	Encouraging	children	to	understand	and	empathize	with	others’	feelings	and	perspectives.	Conflict	Resolution:	Equipping	children	with	skills	to	peacefully	resolve	disagreements,	emphasizing	communication,	negotiation,	and	problem-solving.	Connection	with	Nature:	Fostering	a
relationship	with	the	environment,	promoting	stewardship	and	sustainability.	Community	and	Cooperation:	Encouraging	collaborative	work	and	community	engagement,	teaching	children	the	value	of	working	together	for	common	goals.	Emotional	Intelligence:	Helping	children	recognize	and	manage	their	emotions,	developing	self-awareness	and
self-regulation.	Peaceful	Role	Models:	Providing	children	with	examples	of	peaceful	behavior	from	adults	in	their	environment,	demonstrating	how	to	live	in	harmony	with	others.	Mindfulness	and	Reflection:	Incorporating	practices	that	encourage	mindfulness	and	self-reflection,	aiding	in	developing	inner	peace.	The	Montessori	environment	fosters
peace	and	understanding	through	several	key	aspects:	Prepared	Environment:	The	classroom	is	carefully	organized	to	promote	order,	independence,	and	a	sense	of	calm.	This	setting	naturally	encourages	respectful	behavior	and	peaceful	interactions.	Mixed-Age	Groups:	Children	of	different	ages	learn	together,	allowing	older	children	to	mentor
younger	ones.	This	promotes	empathy,	cooperation,	and	social	understanding.	Respect	for	the	Child:	Teachers	treat	children	with	respect	and	as	capable	individuals,	modeling	behavior	that	fosters	mutual	respect	and	understanding.	Self-Directed	Learning:	Children	choose	their	activities,	promoting	autonomy	and	self-regulation.	This	independence
fosters	a	peaceful	internal	state	and	respect	for	others’	choices.	Peace	Education	Curriculum:	Specific	lessons	on	peace,	cultural	studies,	and	global	awareness	help	children	understand	and	appreciate	the	world’s	diversity,	promoting	a	broader	sense	of	global	community.	Conflict	Resolution	Tools:	Children	learn	practical	skills	to	resolve	conflicts
peacefully	and	respectfully,	such	as	using	a	peace	table	or	engaging	in	mediated	discussions.	Community	Responsibilities:	Tasks	are	shared,	teaching	responsibility,	cooperation,	and	the	importance	of	contributing	to	the	community.	Emphasis	on	Cooperation	Rather	Than	Competition:	The	environment	encourages	collaborative	learning	rather	than
competition,	fostering	a	sense	of	community	and	shared	success.	Mindfulness	and	Reflection	Practices:	Activities	encouraging	mindfulness	and	self-reflection	are	integrated,	helping	children	develop	inner	peace	and	awareness.	In	Montessori	Peace	Education,	teachers	play	a	crucial	role	They	create	and	maintain	a	prepared	environment	conducive	to
peace	and	understanding,	guiding	children	in	their	learning	journey.	Teachers	exemplify	peaceful	behavior,	demonstrating	respect,	patience,	and	empathy.	Their	actions	set	a	standard	for	students	to	emulate.	They	carefully	observe	each	child’s	interactions,	behaviors,	and	development,	intervening	appropriately	to	nurture	peace	and	understanding.
Teachers	help	children	develop	conflict	resolution	skills,	guiding	them	to	resolve	disputes	respectfully	and	constructively.	They	introduce	children	to	diverse	cultures	and	perspectives,	fostering	global	awareness	and	appreciation	for	diversity.	Teachers	support	children	in	understanding	and	managing	their	emotions,	promoting	emotional	intelligence.
They	integrate	peace	education	into	daily	activities	and	lessons,	teaching	concepts	of	empathy,	cooperation,	and	mutual	respect.	Teachers	encourage	community	within	the	classroom,	promoting	collaboration	and	collective	responsibility.	They	remain	committed	to	their	professional	development,	staying	informed	about	best	practices	in	peace
education	and	Montessori	methods.	RELATED:	230	Sick	Child	Words	Of	Encouragement	To	Foster	A	Positive	Mindset	Montessori	schools	handle	conflict	resolution	and	peer	mediation	with	a	distinctive	approach:	Peace	Table	or	Peace	Corner:	A	dedicated	space	for	conflict	resolution.	Children	are	encouraged	to	discuss	their	issues	calmly	and
respectfully	here.	Guided	Dialogue:	Teachers	guide	children	through	expressing	their	feelings	and	listening	to	each	other.	This	fosters	mutual	understanding	and	respect.	Role-Playing:	Children	participate	in	role-playing	exercises	to	practice	empathy	and	see	different	perspectives.	Peer	Mediation:	Older	or	more	experienced	students	are	often	trained
to	help	younger	ones	resolve	conflicts,	fostering	leadership	and	empathy.	Encouraging	Self-Reflection:	Children	are	encouraged	to	reflect	on	their	actions	and	understand	the	impact	of	their	behavior	on	others.	Modeling	Appropriate	Behavior:	Teachers	model	how	to	resolve	conflicts	peacefully,	demonstrating	effective	communication	and	problem-
solving	skills.	Community	Meetings:	Students	discuss	classroom	issues	and	conflicts	and	collectively	find	solutions.	Empathy	Building:	Activities	that	help	children	understand	and	relate	to	the	feelings	of	others	are	integral	to	the	curriculum.	Positive	Reinforcement:	Positive	behaviors	are	reinforced,	encouraging	children	to	gravitate	naturally	towards
peaceful	resolution	methods.	Montessori	Peace	Education	uses	age-specific	strategies	to	cater	to	the	developmental	stages	of	children:	Toddlers	(Ages	1-3)	Simple	language	to	express	feelings	and	needs.	Activities	that	promote	sharing	and	cooperation.	Basic	routines	to	establish	order	and	security.	Storytelling	introduces	concepts	of	kindness	and
empathy.	Preschoolers	(Ages	3-6)	Practical	life	activities	to	develop	respect	for	the	environment	and	others.	Role-playing	to	understand	different	perspectives.	Peace	education	lessons,	like	using	the	peace	table	for	conflict	resolution.	Introduction	to	cultural	diversity	through	stories,	music,	and	art.	Lower	Elementary	(Ages	6-9)	More	complex
discussions	about	peace,	justice,	and	respect.	Group	projects	that	promote	collaboration	and	problem-solving.	Peer	mediation	training	to	help	resolve	conflicts.	Exploring	global	awareness	through	geography	and	cultural	studies.	Upper	Elementary	and	Middle	School	(Ages	9-14)	In-depth	exploration	of	social	justice,	human	rights,	and	ethical	issues.
Leadership	roles	in	community	service	and	peer	mediation.	Research	projects	on	global	peace	initiatives	and	historical	peace	figures.	Debates	and	discussions	to	develop	critical	thinking	and	respect	for	diverse	viewpoints.	Parents	can	support	Montessori	Peace	Education	at	home	in	several	ways:	Model	Peaceful	Behavior:	Exhibit	behaviors	you	wish
to	see	in	your	child,	like	patience,	empathy,	and	effective	communication.	Create	a	Peaceful	Environment:	Establish	a	calm,	organized	home	environment	that	mirrors	the	Montessori	classroom	setting.	Encourage	Emotional	Expression:	Allow	children	to	express	their	feelings	and	help	them	understand	and	manage	their	emotions.	Teach	Conflict
Resolution:	Guide	children	in	resolving	conflicts	peacefully,	emphasizing	listening,	empathy,	and	finding	mutually	agreeable	solutions.	Cultural	Exposure:	Expose	children	to	various	cultures	and	traditions	to	foster	appreciation	and	understanding	of	diversity.	Promote	Collaboration:	Encourage	activities	that	require	cooperation	and	teamwork,
emphasizing	the	value	of	working	together.	Mindfulness	Practices:	Introduce	simple	mindfulness	activities,	like	deep	breathing	or	meditation,	to	help	children	develop	self-awareness	and	inner	peace.	Community	Involvement:	Engage	in	community	service	or	activities	that	promote	a	sense	of	social	responsibility	and	interconnectedness.	Peaceful
Communication:	Use	respectful	and	clear	communication	at	home,	setting	an	example	for	interacting	with	others.	Consistency:	Align	home	routines	and	expectations	with	those	in	the	Montessori	classroom	for	a	consistent	approach	to	learning	and	behavior.	RELATED:	240	Mother-Daughter	Quotes	That	Reflect	Your	Evolving	Bond	Families	can
incorporate	Montessori	methods	to	resolve	conflicts	through	the	following	ways:	Peaceful	Communication:	Encourage	open,	honest,	and	respectful	communication.	Listen	actively	and	speak	calmly	to	understand	each	other’s	perspectives.	Use	of	a	Peace	Table:	Create	a	designated	space	at	home,	similar	to	the	Montessori	peace	table,	where	family
members	can	discuss	and	resolve	conflicts.	Modeling	Conflict	Resolution:	Parents	should	model	effective	conflict	resolution	strategies,	demonstrating	to	children	how	to	resolve	disputes	calmly	and	constructively.	Encouraging	Empathy:	Help	children	understand	different	viewpoints	and	feelings.	Ask	questions	like,	“How	do	you	think	your	sibling	feels
when	this	happens?”	Guiding,	Not	Directing:	Guide	children	to	find	their	solutions	to	conflicts	instead	of	imposing	solutions,	fostering	their	problem-solving	skills.	Positive	Reinforcement:	Recognize	and	praise	peaceful	conflict	resolution	efforts,	reinforcing	the	value	of	these	behaviors.	Teaching	Emotional	Intelligence:	Help	children	name	and	manage
their	emotions,	crucial	for	resolving	conflicts	effectively.	Setting	Clear	Expectations:	Establish	clear,	consistent	rules	and	expectations	for	behavior	that	all	family	members	understand.	Collaborative	Decision-Making:	Involve	children	in	family	decisions	where	appropriate,	teaching	them	about	compromise	and	collective	responsibility.	Reflecting	on
Conflicts:	After	resolving	a	conflict,	discuss	what	each	person	learned	from	the	experience	to	encourage	ongoing	learning	and	growth.	Montessori	Peace	Education	contributes	to	global	peace	in	several	significant	ways:	Fostering	Empathy	and	Understanding:	By	teaching	children	to	understand	and	empathize	with	others,	Montessori	education	helps
break	down	prejudice	and	misunderstanding	barriers	that	often	lead	to	conflict.	Promoting	Respect	for	Diversity:	Children	learn	to	appreciate	and	respect	cultural,	racial,	and	individual	differences,	laying	the	foundation	for	a	more	tolerant	and	inclusive	world.	Developing	Conflict	Resolution	Skills:	Equipping	children	with	peaceful	conflict	resolution
skills	can	reduce	hostility	and	promote	dialogue,	which	is	essential	for	resolving	global	conflicts.	Cultivating	Global	Citizens:	Montessori	education	emphasizes	global	awareness,	preparing	children	to	think	and	act	as	global	community	members	fostering	a	sense	of	responsibility	towards	global	issues.	Nurturing	Emotional	Intelligence:	Emotional
intelligence,	crucial	for	peaceful	interactions,	is	a	critical	focus	in	Montessori	education,	leading	to	adults	who	are	more	aware	and	considerate	of	others’	emotions.	Encouraging	Cooperative	Learning:	The	emphasis	on	collaboration	over	competition	teaches	children	the	value	of	working	together	towards	common	goals,	an	essential	principle	for
global	peace.	Modeling	Peaceful	Behavior:	Educators	and	parents	who	model	peaceful	behavior	set	a	living	example	for	children,	which	they	can	emulate	in	broader	society.	Building	a	Culture	of	Peace:	By	embedding	principles	of	peace	in	early	education,	Montessori	schools	create	a	culture	that	extends	beyond	the	classroom	into	the	wider
community.	Inspiring	Social	Responsibility:	Teaching	children	about	their	role	in	the	community	and	the	world	encourages	a	sense	of	social	responsibility,	prompting	them	to	take	action	for	peace	and	justice.	Creating	a	Ripple	Effect:	The	values	and	skills	learned	in	Montessori	settings	can	influence	families,	communities,	and	larger	societal
structures,	eventually	contributing	to	a	more	peaceful	world.	Yes,	there	are	notable	examples	of	Montessori	alumni	who	have	made	significant	contributions	to	global	peace	and	societal	change	The	co-founders	of	Google,	both	attended	Montessori	schools.	They	credit	their	Montessori	education	for	part	of	their	success.	While	not	directly	in	peace
initiatives,	their	work	has	vastly	influenced	information	accessibility	and	global	connectivity.	Founder	of	Amazon,	also	a	Montessori	student,	he	has	influenced	global	commerce	and	philanthropy,	including	efforts	in	education	and	environmental	sustainability.	Nobel	Prize-winning	novelist	and	a	Montessori	student,	his	works	have	contributed	to
cultural	understanding	and	appreciation,	which	is	essential	for	global	peace.	Her	famous	diary,	written	during	World	War	II,	has	been	a	crucial	educational	tool	in	promoting	peace	and	understanding	the	horrors	of	conflict.	An	actor	and	director	with	a	Montessori	background,	he	has	been	involved	in	numerous	humanitarian	efforts	and	peace
advocacy,	particularly	in	regions	like	Darfur.	A	renowned	pediatrician	and	author,	he	was	a	Montessori	student.	His	work	has	influenced	child-rearing	practices	towards	more	understanding	and	nurturing	approaches.	While	Montessori	Peace	Education	has	many	strengths,	it	also	faces	several	limitations:	Accessibility:	Montessori	schools	can	be
expensive,	limiting	access	primarily	to	families	with	higher	socio-economic	status.	This	restricts	the	reach	of	Montessori	Peace	Education.	Cultural	Adaptability:	Montessori	methods,	developed	in	early	20th-century	Europe,	may	sometimes	align	differently	with	different	cultural	contexts	and	values.	Standardization	and	Assessment:	The	Montessori
approach’s	individualized	nature	can	make	it	challenging	to	assess	and	standardize	across	different	settings,	potentially	affecting	consistency	in	peace	education	quality.	Teacher	Training:	Effective	Montessori	teaching	requires	specialized	training,	which	can	be	intensive	and	costly.	A	need	for	well-trained	Montessori	teachers	can	limit	the



effectiveness	of	the	approach.	Perception	of	Academic	Rigor:	Some	perceive	Montessori	education	as	less	academically	rigorous,	though	evidence	often	contradicts	this.	This	perception	can	affect	the	adoption	of	Montessori	methods,	including	Peace	Education.	Scalability:	Montessori	education’s	individualized	and	resource-intensive	nature	can	make
it	challenging	to	implement	on	a	large	scale,	especially	in	under-resourced	educational	systems.	Integration	with	Traditional	Systems:	Integrating	Montessori	Peace	Education	into	traditional	education	systems	can	be	challenging	due	to	differing	educational	philosophies	and	practices.	Global	Implementation	Variances:	The	implementation	and
interpretation	of	Montessori	Peace	Education	can	vary	considerably	worldwide,	affecting	its	efficacy	and	impact.	Parental	Involvement:	Montessori	education	often	requires	high	parental	involvement,	which	may	only	be	feasible	for	some	families.	Adaptation	to	Technological	Advancements:	It	can	be	challenging	to	incorporate	rapidly	evolving
technology	into	the	Montessori	framework	while	maintaining	its	core	principles.	Montessori	educators	address	these	challenges	through	various	strategies:	Increasing	Accessibility:	Some	Montessori	schools	offer	scholarships,	sliding	scale	fees,	or	public	funding	options	to	make	education	more	accessible	to	diverse	socio-economic	groups.	Cultural
Sensitivity	Training:	Educators	are	increasingly	trained	in	cultural	sensitivity	to	ensure	Montessori	methods	are	adapted	and	relevant	to	diverse	cultural	contexts.	Standardized	Training	and	Certification:	Emphasizing	standardized	training	and	certification	for	Montessori	educators	ensures	consistency	and	quality	in	teaching	methods.	Parent
Education	Programs:	Offering	programs	to	educate	parents	about	Montessori	methods	can	enhance	understanding	and	support	from	home,	bridging	gaps	between	home	and	school	environments.	Curriculum	Adaptation:	Continually	adapting	and	updating	the	curriculum	to	include	more	contemporary	content	and	methods,	including	technology
integration,	while	staying	true	to	Montessori	principles.	Collaboration	and	Networking:	Schools	and	educators	collaborate	and	network	to	share	resources	best	practices,	and	overcome	common	challenges.	Research	and	Evidence-Based	Practice:	Engaging	in	research	to	produce	evidence	of	the	effectiveness	and	challenges	of	Montessori	education,
informing	better	practices	and	adaptations.	Professional	Development:	Ongoing	professional	development	for	teachers	to	keep	up	with	educational	advancements	and	global	changes.	Public	Montessori	Programs:	The	expansion	of	public	Montessori	programs	offers	a	more	affordable	option	and	integrates	Montessori	methods	into	the	traditional
education	system.	Community	Outreach	and	Partnerships:	Working	with	local	communities	and	forming	partnerships	to	increase	understanding	and	support	for	Montessori	methods.	The	future	of	Montessori	Peace	Education	lies	in	its	adaptability	and	growing	relevance.	Current	trends	show	an	increasing	integration	of	technology,	cultural	inclusivity,
and	global	awareness	in	the	curriculum.	The	future	direction	leans	towards	broader	accessibility	and	a	stronger	emphasis	on	global	citizenship.	Educators	and	parents	can	collaborate	by	aligning	educational	strategies	and	fostering	a	home	environment	that	mirrors	Montessori	principles.	Together,	they	can	nurture	children	equipped	for
contemporary	challenges.	Montessori	Peace	Education	sends	a	powerful	message	to	future	generations:	the	tools	for	building	a	more	empathetic,	understanding,	and	peaceful	world	lie	in	the	hands	of	every	individual,	starting	from	the	youngest	among	us.	This	education	is	about	personal	growth	and	shaping	a	future	where	peace	and	understanding
are	foundational	values	in	a	globally	connected	world.	In	a	Montessori	setting,	Peace	Education	is	integral,	not	supplementary.	It	focuses	on	nurturing	empathy,	respect,	and	understanding	from	a	young	age.	Unique	features	include	the	Peace	Table	for	conflict	resolution,	global	cultural	studies,	and	an	environment	encouraging	cooperation	over
competition.	This	holistic	approach	fosters	academic	growth	and	emotional	and	social	development,	which	is	essential	for	peace.	Montessori	Peace	Education	equips	children	with	lifelong	skills	such	as	emotional	intelligence,	conflict	resolution,	and	global	awareness.	These	skills	are	critical	in	navigating	personal	and	professional	relationships	in	an
increasingly	interconnected	world.	Alumni	often	exhibit	strong	leadership,	empathy,	and	the	ability	to	work	collaboratively,	all	highly	valued	in	various	life	contexts.	Yes,	elements	of	Montessori	Peace	Education	can	be	integrated	into	traditional	settings.	Techniques	like	student-led	conflict	resolution,	culturally	diverse	curricula,	and	emphasis	on
emotional	intelligence	can	be	adopted.	However,	full	integration	requires	a	teaching	philosophy	and	environment	shift	to	align	with	Montessori	principles.	Parents	play	a	crucial	role.	They	can	reinforce	Montessori	principles	at	home	by	modeling	peaceful	behavior,	creating	a	respectful	and	nurturing	environment,	and	encouraging	open
communication	and	emotional	expression.	Parental	involvement	and	consistency	between	home	and	school	are	critical	to	the	effectiveness	of	Montessori	Peace	Education.	Conflict	resolution	is	taught	in	Montessori	schools	through	practical	and	empathetic	approaches.	The	Peace	Table	is	a	standard	tool	for	children	to	express	their	feelings	and	listen
to	others,	fostering	mutual	understanding.	Teachers	guide	but	don’t	dictate	resolutions,	allowing	children	to	develop	conflict-resolution	skills.	Role-playing	and	peer	mediation	also	teach	children	how	to	resolve	disputes	respectfully	and	constructively.	Sources:	As	we	navigate	the	complexities	of	today’s	world,	children	are	experiencing	increased	rates
of	anxiety,	depression,	trauma	and	academic	challenges.	Schools	are	asked	to	provide	‘wrap	around’	services,	such	as	counseling,	therapy,	and	physical	health	services	that	are	beyond	their	financial	means.	Educators	also	have	complex	needs,	many	are	in	survival	mode	and	are	facing	high	rates	of	burnout.	How	can	we	create	culturally	affirming
systems	that	support	the	students,	families	and	teachers	of	today	and	into	the	future?Peace	education	is	not	a	new	concept,	it’s	been	around	for	decades,	yet	we	need	just	and	peaceful	strategies	now	more	than	ever.	World	Citizen	Peace		offers	‘Five	Peace	Actions’,	SEEK	peace	within	yourself	and	othersREACH	OUT	in	servicePROTECT	the
environmentRESPECT	diversityBE	a	responsible	citizen	of	the	worldThese	provide	the	basis	for	an	inspiring	and	empowering	framework	for	peace	and	justice	centered	education.	Here	are	ideas	for	taking	peace	action	with	elementary	learners.Seeking	peace	within	yourself	is	crucial	as	it	is	to	the	foundation	for	external	peace	in	the	world.	Provide
learners	a	variety	of	strategies	to	access	peace	when	they	are	feeling	anxious,	dysregulated,	sad,	worn-out	or	upset.		In	Action:Practicing	breathing	strategies	and	meditation	Pause:	counting	or	tapping	gently	using	their	fingersMindful	walking	and	movements	(stretching,	yoga)Mindful	coloring,	artwork	and/or	journalingListening	to	calming	music
and/or	reading	quietlySpending	time	in	a	special	space,	a	class	peace	pad	or	calming	corner	Access	a	comprehensive	lesson	plan,	digital	slides	and	anchor	chart	for	I	Am	Peace:	PBNA	Strategy	(Emotion	Identification	&	Regulation)	by	becoming	a	FREE	‘Seed	Community’	member.	This	is	an	excellent	way	to	frame	building	community	and	expectations
for	classroom	guidelines	and	agreements	at	the	beginning	of	the	school	year	or	as	a	classroom	“reset.”		Guide	students	to	explore	and	embrace	curiosity	and	non-judgement,	especially	when	there	are	differing	beliefs,	ideas,	opinions	and	perspectives.	In	Action:	Peace	CirclesConflict	is	inevitable,	but	responses	of	aggression	and	violence	can	be
prevented.	Actively	including	children	in	the	development	and	learning	of	conflict	resolution	transforms	them	into	skilled	peacemakers.	Get	anytime	access	to	a	free	comprehensive	lesson	plan,	digital	slides	and	anchor	charts	for	implementing	powerful	Peace	Circles	(Communication	&	Conflict	Resolution)	in	our	‘Seed	Community’.	At	the	classroom
and	school	level,	empower	students	and	help	them	find	their	passion.	By	encouraging	students	to	think	about	how	they	can	help	in	their	classroom,	school	and	neighborhood;	there	are	a	lot	of	possibilities	for	students	to	engage	in	reaching	out	in	service.In	Action:	Get	students		involved;	organizing	a	school	“Green	Team,”	volunteering	in	the
community	or	becoming	a	“Peacemaker”	and	supporting	the	resolution	of	conflict	at	recess.	Ask	students	how	they	are	interested	in	helping	others	in	their	classroom,	school,	home	and	community.Protecting	our	environment	means	that	human	life	is	in	balance	and	living	in	harmony	with	nature	and	its	resources,	which	in	return	provides	for
sustainable	life	on	this	planet.	In	Action:	Anchoring	Within	Your	Own	CommunityIt’s	important	for	learners	to	describe	the	habitat(s)	near	their	community	and	explain	why	it	is	important.	They	can	develop	an	appreciation	for	the	interconnectedness	and	importance	of	healthy	environments.	Respecting	diversity	and	culturally	relevant	or	responsive
practices	go	hand	in	hand.	These	practices	include	recognizing	and	incorporating	strengths	and	assets,	as	well	as	making	sure	content	is	relevant.	Though	we	are	all	connected	with	each	other,	people	also	have	differing	identities,	cultures,	backgrounds,	beliefs,	histories	and	philosophies.	In	Action:	Windows,	Mirrors	and	Sliding	Glass	DoorsProvide
for	students	to	learn	from	cultures	and	perspectives	that	are	“windows,	mirrors	and	sliding	glass	doors”.	Professor	Rudine	Sims	Bishop	uses	this	analogy	to	discuss	the	importance	of	diversity	in	books	and	the	authors	who	write	them.	Students	need	to	see	themselves	(mirrors)	in	their	learning.Offer	books	and	media	as	windows	to	other	people,
perspectives	and	culturesSliding	glass	doors	means	that	this	goes	both	ways.It’s	important	for	this	peace	action	to	stand	on	its	own	and	to	guide	learners	in	taking	in	account	a	global	viewpoint.	Peace	education	impacts	the	world	with	small	actions,	and	is	an	elegant	way	to	open	students’	eyes	to	a	greater	world-view.	Empower	students	to	see
themselves	as	changemakers	who	truly	have	a	voice	and	opportunity	to	make	a	positive	change.	In	Action:	Universal	Human	RightsCelebrating	and	centering	people’s	basic	needs	and	universal	human	rights	is	foundational	to	this	peace	action.	A	few	practices	at	varying	developmental	levels:Emerging:	co-create	a	chart	that	demonstrates
understanding	of	the	difference	between	needs,	wants	and	rights	through	concrete	examples.Intermediate:	co-create	a	visual	representation	of	universal	rights	that	form	the	basis	for	justice,	freedom	and	peace	in	our	world.Advanced:	assign	individuals	or	small	groups	to	create	a	presentation	on	one	human	right;	hold	a	human	rights	‘gallery	walk’	or
presentation	day	for	sharing	and	reflecting	on	the	learning	collectively.Start	small!	Be	consistent!		What	are	the	greatest	needs	in	your	classroom,	school,	community?		We	also	invite	you	to	access	more	resources,	offerings	and	get	access	to	our	free	newsletter	at	www.thepeacepad.orgNote:	This	article	is	part	1	of	7	on	a	series	about	peace	education
in	elementary	schools.	Julie	Lillie,	M.S.,	is	an	empowering	peace-centered	educator	and	consultant	with	over	fifteen	years	of	experience	in	diverse	preK-12	settings,	including	as	a	teacher,	instructional	leader,	literacy	specialist,	equity	coach	and	curriculum	developer.	Dr.	Carey	Seeley	Dzierzak,	Ed.D.,	is	a	dedicated	social-justice	centered	educator
involved	in	education	for	over	twenty-five	years	working	in	diverse	settings	as	a	teacher,	coach,	curriculum	director,	assistant	principal	and	principal.The	authors:	Julie	Lillie	&	Dr.	Carey	Seeley	Dzierzak		Copyright	©	2024	Docest.com	TERM:	2nd	TermWEEK:	7CLASS:	Nursery	1AGE:	4	yearsDURATION:	40	minutesDATE:SUBJECT:	Civic
EducationTOPIC:	Peace	EducationSPECIFIC	OBJECTIVES:	At	the	end	of	the	lesson,	pupils	should	be	able	to1)Give	simple	meaning	of	peace2)	Perform	acts	like	sharing	of	toys	that	promotes	peaceINSTRUCTIONAL	TECHNIQUES:	Identification,	explanation,	playway	method,	questions	and	answers,	demonstrationINSTRUCTIONAL	MATERIALS:	Toys,
caps,	shoes,	clothes,	tapesINSTRUCTIONAL	PROCEDURESPRESENTATIONTEACHER’S	ACTIVITYPUPIL’S	ACTIVITYWEEK	1Introduction	of	the	topicThe	teacher	introduces	the	topic	with	a	story	on	peacePupils	pay	attentionWEEK	2ExplanationShe	explains	to	the	pupils	that	peace	is	showing	love	to	one	another.	She	then	tell	the	pupils	to	perform
acts	like	sharing	of	toys	to	promote	peace.Pupils	pay	attentionWEEK	3DemonstrationShe	joins	the	pupils	in	sharing	toys,	shoes	in	order	to	promote	peace.	She	also	plays	tapes	where	peaceful	acts	were	demonstrated	in.Pupils	pay	attentionSTEP	4NOTE	TAKINGThe	teacher	writes	note	on	the	board	while	the	pupils	copy	the	noteThe	pupils	copy	the
note	from	the	boardNOTEPeace	is	showing	love	to	one	another.	It	means	having	gratitude,	love,	and	gentleness.It	can	be	maintained	by	sharing	things	like	toys,	clothes,	food,	caps.EVALUATION:1)	___	is	the	act	of	showing	love	to	one	another.	(peace,	war)2)We	promote	peace	by	sharing___.	(toys,	sand)CLASSWORK:	As	in	evaluationCONCLUSION:
She	commends	the	pupils	positively	Peace	education	is	an	important	part	of	Montessori	education.	On	Monday,	I	linked	to	lots	of	resources	with	Montessori	peace	education	inspiration/philosophy:	Montessori	Inspiration	for	Martin	Luther	King	Day.	Today,	I	want	to	share	links	to	peace	education	activities	that	can	be	used	throughout	the	year	for
peace	education	and	conflict	resolution.	You’ll	find	activities	for	toddlers	through	elementary	level.	Disclosure:	This	post	contains	affiliate	links	(at	no	cost	to	you).	“Educating	for	Peace:	the	Essence	of	Montessori”		10	Ways	to	Promote	Peace	in	Your	Classroom	(blog	post)	from	Montessori	for	Everyone	The	Peaceful	Montessori	Classroom:
Environmental	Design,	Montessori	and	Imagination:	the	Second	Plane	of	Development,	and	Introducing	and	Exploring	The	Five	Great	Lessons	in	Montessori	Elementary	(with	additional	links	within	post)	from	North	American	Montessori	Center	Introducing	and	Cultivating	Peace	in	Our	Homes	and	Classrooms	from	Simply	Montessori	Free	Elementary
Online	Albums	for	Montessori	Great	Lessons	(Helpful	for	a	Peace	Education	Curriculum)	Lesson	ideas	and	links	for	the	Great	Lessons	from	Miss	Barbara	Peace	Shelf,	Tray,	or	Table	Adapt	your	peace	education	area	to	the	space	you	have.	It	can	be	effective	whether	it’s	a	shelf,	tray,	or	table.	Montessori	Peace	Shelf	Montessori	Peace	Shelf	(my	post)
How	to	Prepare	a	Montessori	Peace	Tray	(my	post)	Peace	Table	(Photo	from	Mommy	Moment)	Peace	Table	from	Mommy	Moment	(photo	at	the	top	of	this	post)	Peace	Table	from	Montessori	Mama	Peace	Table	for	100	Acts	of	Kindness	(Photo	from	The	Work	Plan)	Peace	Table	for	100	Acts	of	Kindness	from	The	Work	Plan	Peace	Table	(Image	from
Barefoot	in	Suburbia)	Montessori	Monday	–	Introducing	the	Peace	Table	from	Barefoot	in	Suburbia	Peace	Table	Cards	from	Montessori	Print	Shop	Peace	Table	Cards	(and	more	peace	materials	available	for	purchase)	from	Montessori	Print	Shop	Peaceful	Space	Peaceful	Space	(Photo	from	Counting	Coconuts)	Our	Peaceful	Space	from	Counting
Coconuts	How	to	Prepare	a	Peace	Corner	(my	roundup	post)	Peace	Rug	“What	is	the	Peace	Rug?	Child’s	View	Montessori”	(video)	Peace	Basket	Peace	Basket	(Photo	from	Chasing	Cheerios)	Our	Peace	basket	(photo)	and	A	Peace	Basket	Addition	from	Chasing	Cheerios	Other	Peace	Activities	Free	Peace	Printables	and	Montessori-Inspired	Peace
Activities	Montessori	Peace	Lesson	(Image	from	Montessori	Opportunities)	Activity	of	the	Week	–	Montessori	Education	Week	Peace	Lesson	Petite	Singing	Bowl	from	Montessori	Services	Peace	Activities	(available	for	purchase)	from	Montessori	Services	Peace	Box,	Toddler	Conflict	Resolution,	Peace	Corner,	Affirmation	Cards,		Classroom
Affirmations,	Peaceful	Feet,	Creating	a	Center-PEACE,	Thursday’s	Center-PEACE,	Making	Peace	Mandalas,	Healing	Hugs,	and	Who	Is	Missing?	from	Montessori	Mama	Peace	Bag,	Making	Silence,	Love	Light	Pins,	Our	Peace	Shelf,	The	Peace	Rose,	The	Peace	Rose	Song,	from	My	Montessori	Journey	Enjoy	a	Peaceful	Classroom	With	These	Peace	Art
Projects	by	Andrea	Coventry	at	Bright	Hub	Education	“Light	a	Candle	for	Peace”	UPDATE:	My	Montessori-Inspired	Kindness	post	has	more	ideas	to	promote	love	and	kindness.	Our	Family’s	Activities	Singing	Peace	Around	the	World	Our	peace	table	in	2022	and	on:	We’re	observing	International	Day	of	Peace	a	little	differently	this	year.	I	love	to	have
my	grandkids,	Caleb	(4½),	Zoey	(8½),	and	Sophia	(4½),	sign	and	sing	“Light	a	Candle	for	Peace”	together	to	the	beautiful	music	composed	by	Shelley	Murley	and	sung	by	her	daughter,	Emily	Murley,	at	age	9.⁠⠀⁠⁠	⁠⠀⁠⁠	This	year,	my	grandkids	won’t	be	all	together	at	my	house	until	Saturday,	so	I	have	our	peace	table	and	reading	corner	(peace	corner	now)
available	until	then.	We’ll	do	our	signing	and	singing	on	Saturday.	This	is	a	beautiful	activity	for	any	time	of	year,	so	it	doesn’t	just	have	to	be	for	International	Day	of	Peace.	Peace	Education	is	now	considered	by	many	as	a	viable	curriculum	that	could	be	integrated	into	many	school	programs.	This	paper	identifies	and	clarifies	the	role	that	peace
education	can	play	in	the	creation	of	a	humane,	nonviolent	learning	environment;	highlights	recent	research	on	brain-based	learning	that	holds	significance	for	the	inclusion	of	peace	education	in	the	curriculum,	especially	with	integration	of	the	arts	and	humanities;	and	demonstrates	and	invites	participation	in	workshop	activities	that	enhance	the
quest	for	a	peaceful	school	and	classroom.	The	paper	maintains	that	peace	education	can	enfold	integrated,	brain-based,	multisensory	learning,	and	a	problem-solving	approach.	Integration	of	the	arts	and	humanities	in	peace	education	can	be	a	form	of	art	therapy	for	children	living	in	violent	communities.	The	paper	further	maintains	that	peace
education	ensures	enhanced	citizenship	skills	for	a	new	century.	Appended	to	the	paper	are	lists	of:	resources	for	brain-based	learning;	books	and	curriculum	guides	for	peace	education/conflict	resolution/violence	prevention/human	rights/global	education;	and	online	resources.	(KB)


