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Doctor faustus

He runs off, scared, while Faustus' leg is instantly replaced by magic. Earliest Extant Edition: 1604. The play critiques the Renaissance belief that knowledge can lead to human perfection, suggesting that there are limits to what humans should seek to control.Good vs. Frustrated with the futility of religion, law and science he is desperate for a deeper
understanding of the universe - and for the ... From a general summary to chapter summaries to explanations of famous quotes, the SparkNotes Doctor Faustus Study Guide has everything you need to ace quizzes, tests, and essays. He finally tells them about the deal he has made with Lucifer and they are horrified. Read the annotated edition of the
most famous non-Shakespearean play of the Elizabethan era, about the theologian who sold his soul to the devil. Thinking that Faustus is trying to trick him, the horse-courser rides the horse into a pond. They introduce elements of farce and add levity to the otherwise serious tone of the play.ThemesAmbition and Knowledge: One of the central
themes of Doctor Faustus is the pursuit of knowledge and the dangers of unchecked ambition. Meanwhile, Wagner finds a clown and persuades him to be his servant, promising to teach him some magic in return. The pair uses Faustus' spell-book to summon Mephastophilis in order to scare the vintner away. Mephastophilis calls him a traitor and
threatens to tear his flesh “in piecemeal” (XII, 59) for his disobedience. Version: the ‘A’ (short) text. Doctor Faustus is a tragic play by Christopher Marlowe, written around 1592 and first published in 1604. Faustus is initially confined to his study, which represents his intellectual limits, and his pact with the Devil leads him into fantastical, often
chaotic environments. Faustus does so, to the delight of the Duchess. Faustus asks who made the world, but Mephastophilis refuses to answer, as he does not want to say the name of God. The time frame of the play is also significant. Meanwhile, after some more traveling, Faustus returns to Germany. So, he makes a deal with the devil: if Lucifer will
give him the power of sorcery and the ability to discover the secrets of the universe for a period of 24 years, Faustus will give the devil his soul. Marlowe’s play reflects the intellectual climate of the Renaissance while engaging with timeless themes of sin, redemption, and the moral limits of human endeavour. Mephastophilis gives Faustus books
containing all the knowledge of astronomy and the stars, as well as of all plants and trees. His role is to ensure that Faustus remains steadfast in his pact and does not repent, thus securing his eternal damnation.Wagner: Faustus’ servant, who also seeks knowledge and power through magic. In any case, Faustus continues to impress people with his
magic. However, unlike Everyman, Faustus does not repent, offering a more tragic view of human nature and the consequences of unchecked ambition.Marlowe’s Life and Legacy: Marlowe himself was a controversial figure in his time. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. The angels appear again, and
Faustus says that he wishes to repent. No warranties are given. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. Version: the ‘B’ (long) text. However, his pride and refusal to repent lead to his tragic downfall. His fame as a conjurer has spread far and wide. His portrayal of Faustus as a
tragic hero who rejects God in favour of personal power can be seen as a reflection of Marlowe’s own questioning of religious and moral boundaries.StructureThe Play's Form: Doctor Faustus is a tragic play that follows the classical unities of time, place, and action to some extent, but it also deviates in its structure, especially with the inclusion of
comic scenes. Lucifer entertains Faustus by summoning up personifications of the Seven Deadly Sins, which parade past Faustus for his enjoyment. Faustus rejects the opportunity for salvation, which reflects Marlowe's exploration of the conflict between individual will and divine law.The Influence of Medieval Morality Plays: Doctor Faustus shares
elements with earlier medieval morality plays, particularly Everyman, which depicted a character's struggle between good and evil. Faustus apologizes and assures Lucifer that he will reject God. Alone on stage, Faustus realizes that he has only an hour left to live. Faustus asks him questions about hell and its devils, and then tells Mephastophilis to
bring an offer to Lucifer: he will give his soul to Lucifer, on the condition that he gets 24 years of unlimited power and knowledge, with Mephastophilis as his willing servant. He is often seen as a mirror to Faustus, showing what Faustus could become if he continues on his chosen path. 2. Feeling that he has reached the ends of all traditional studies,
he decides to pursue magic, and has his servant Wagner bring him Valdes ... Doctor Faustus is a tragic play by Christopher Marlowe, written around 1592 and first published in 1604. The Good Angel tries to convince Faustus not to pursue unholy magic, but the Evil Angel encourages him to delve into sorcery. Attribution — You must give appropriate
credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . However, his downfall also critiques the Renaissance hubris of overreaching human ambition.Religious Context: The play was written during a period of religious turbulence in England, with Protestantism and Catholicism in conflict following the English Reformation. This
section explores the play Doctor Faustus by Christopher Marlowe, focusing on: the structure, setting, staging, characters, themes and the historical and cultural context of the play. He begs time to stand still and goes back and forth as to whether he will repent. The Duchess asks for him to make grapes appear (it is the middle of winter and grapes
are unavailable). Genre: Supernatural. Choose between the short (A) and the long (B) text, and explore the history, sources, ... These spectacles would have been designed to impress the audience and heighten the sense of Faustus’ power, but they ultimately serve to underscore his tragic flaw—his inability to grasp the true cost of his
desires.CharactersDoctor Faustus: The protagonist, Faustus, is a brilliant but arrogant scholar who, dissatisfied with the limits of traditional knowledge, makes a pact with the Devil in exchange for magical powers. An old man appears and urges Faustus to repent. Feeling that he has reached the ends of all traditional studies, he decides to pursue
magic, and has his servant Wagner bring him Valdes and Cornelius, two men who can teach him how to perform magic incantations. The clock strikes midnight: Faustus' time is up. The question may never be fully settled. As he debates repenting and turning back to God, the two angels appear again and try to persuade Faustus in their respective
directions. Two angels (a Good Angel and an Evil Angel) appear. These moments allow the audience to explore Faustus’ psychological state and his wrestling with his conscience.Dramatic Irony and Time: The play is heavily characterised by dramatic irony—particularly in how the audience is aware of Faustus’ impending damnation while he remains
ignorant or in denial. The Famous History of Doctor Faustus (Anonymous, from the 1580’s). In his study, Faustus begins to hesitate about the deal he has proposed with Lucifer. At the Duke's court, Faustus entertains the Duke and Duchess with his magic. Mephistopheles represents the seductive lure of power, as well as the futility of Faustus'
desires.The Good Angel and The Evil Angel: These allegorical figures represent Faustus' internal moral struggle. Read the original English language translation of the Faust legend. At this, Lucifer appears with other devils, telling Faustus not to speak of God and Christ. He cries out, making a last promise to burn his books, as devils surround him and
drag him away. It is based on the legend of Doctor Johann Faustus, a scholar who makes a pact with the ... Doctor Faustus, a well-respected German scholar, grows dissatisfied with the limits of traditional forms of knowledge—logic, medicine, law, and religion—and decides that he wants to learn to ... Faustus is a brilliant but embittered academic, a
solitary scholar who has exhausted the confines of human knowledge. Faustus asks Mephastophilis to make Helen his lover, so that her beauty can distract him from his impending doom. Download and Read Doctor Faustus, the 1604 (short) ‘A’ text: Online Reading: Annotated Edition ‘A’ text, pdf White Background for Printing: Annotated Edition, ‘A’
text, pdf Theatre Script: Doctor Faustus ‘A’ Text Script Download and Read Doctor Faustus, the 1616 (long) ‘B’ text: Online Reading: Annotated Edition, ‘B’ text, pdf White Background for Printing: Annotated Edition, ‘B’ text, Plain, pdf Theatre Script: Doctor Faustus ‘B’ Text Script Further Reading and Viewing: 1. He represents the Renaissance
ambition to transcend human limitations through knowledge and personal achievement. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. Faustus has made a 24-year pact with Mephistopheles, and the play’s pacing reflects
the gradual but inevitable march towards the expiration of that period.SettingLocation: The setting of Doctor Faustus is largely unspecified, though it is often staged in an academic or domestic space that represents Faustus’ world of intellectual ambition. He calls out to God, saying that one drop of Christ's blood would save him, but he is unable to
commit to repenting. This ambition, however, leads him to make a Faustian bargain that seals his damnation. The play has five acts, with a continuous progression of Faustus’ moral decline, interspersed with moments of supernatural spectacle, and comic scenes that provide a stark contrast to the darker elements of the play.Scenes of Divine and
Demonic Conflict: Marlowe alternates between scenes of Faustus’ soliloquies, his interactions with demons, and his encounters with angels, representing the internal conflict between good and evil. Doctor Faustus was published frequently in the early 17th century, the earliest edition appearing in 1604 (the ‘A’ text): this 1604 quarto is a rather short
version of Marlowe’s play; a second, longer version was published in 1616 (the ‘B’ text). For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Wagner tells them that Faustus is with Valdes and Cornelius, and the two scholars lament Faustus' interest in magic. This tension between free will and divine
fate is a key philosophical concern of the play.Tragic Heroism: Faustus is a classic tragic hero whose downfall is caused by his own flaws—his overreaching ambition, his pride, and his refusal to repent. They represent the more traditional, conservative values of the time and are often used to reflect on Faustus' arrogance and moral decline.The
Clowns: Often seen as a comic subplot, the clowns are two minor characters who serve as a foil to Faustus and his tragic journey. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. These figures highlight Faustus’ indecision and inner turmoil and contribute
to the play’s exploration of free will and damnation.Lucifer: The ruler of Hell who receives Faustus' soul. 3. A stable-hand named Robin steals one of Faustus' spell-books and tells his friend, the inn-keeper Rafe, that they should try to cast some magic spells. Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus also contains the most famous line of the non-
Shakespearean Elizabethan canon, “Was this the face that a thousand ships?” The story of the man who sold his soul to the devil has fascinated audiences ever since it was first performed in the late 16th century. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an
applicable exception or limitation . Charles V is exceedingly impressed, but a knight of his is uncomfortable with the devilish magic and is skeptical of Faustus. Still-Familiar Words and Phrases that Research Suggests Appeared in English Literature for the First Time in Doctor Faustus: depth (as applied to describe thought) proficient
short-cut (as applied to the easiest or shortest way to get something done) zounds “audacious deeds” “damned book” “damned slaves” “frivolous demands” “God in Heaven knows” “was this the face that launched a thousand ships?” Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. A group of
scholars asks him to call up the spirit of Helen of Greece, the most beautiful woman in the world, which he does. The use of special effects served to create a sense of wonder and terror but also highlighted the gulf between Faustus’ expectations and the ultimate emptiness of his powers.Chorus: Like many plays of the period, Doctor Faustus includes
a chorus, which provides commentary on the action, reflects on the moral lessons of the play, and engages directly with the audience. The play follows the Aristotelian model of tragedy, with Faustus’ noble qualities ultimately leading to his tragic end.The Supernatural and the Occult: The play is rich with elements of the supernatural, including magic,
demons, and visions. Faustus again begins to regret giving up his soul and considers repenting. Mephastophilis fetches some hot coals to melt the congealed blood, and Faustus signs the agreement. Wagner tells the audience that he is worried Faustus will die soon, as he has given his property to Wagner. The Good Angel urges Faustus to repent and
save his soul, while the Evil Angel encourages him to continue in his pursuit of earthly pleasures. The chorus often speaks in the form of rhyming couplets, lending a formal, reflective quality to the performance.Use of Space and Characters: The play would have used both large, dramatic set pieces (for the supernatural events) and more intimate
spaces (for Faustus' moments of self-reflection), allowing the director to emphasise the contrast between the grandeur of Faustus' desires and the ultimate tragedy of his fate.SummaryDoctor Faustus is a profound exploration of ambition, knowledge, and human frailty. At this, the angels re-appear and again make their cases to Faustus. At the
emperor's court, Faustus indulges the emperor by calling up the spirit of Alexander the Great, essentially Charles' hero. These elements reflect Renaissance fascination with the occult, alchemy, and the search for forbidden knowledge. Earliest Extant Edition: 1616. Faustus begins conjuring, and summons up a devil named Mephastophilis. After
Faustus' visit to the emperor, a horse-courser (horse-trader) finds him and asks to buy his horse. Faustus, dissatisfied with the limits of traditional scholarship, turns to magic to gain ultimate power and understanding. Faustus apologizes and resolves not to repent. He yanks on Faustus' leg to wake him up, but the leg comes right off Faustus' body.
The question as to which of the two versions is the more authentic one, meaning which is more likely to have come from the pen of Christopher Marlowe, has puzzled scholars for more than two centuries. The play explores themes of ambition, the human condition, sin, redemption, and the conflict between good and evil.The story of Faustus has its
roots in German folklore, but Marlowe’s version focuses on the intellectual and theological consequences of Faustus’ choices. Lucifer gives Faustus another book to learn from, before leaving. Mephistopheles is both a tempter and a tragic figure, as he reveals that he himself is damned and longs for redemption. Marlowe’s play incorporates allegorical
figures such as the Good Angel and the Evil Angel, who represent the moral choices available to Faustus. The theological debate at the time—whether a person could truly redeem themselves after sinning—echoes through Faustus' attempts to reconcile his actions with Christian doctrine. He asks Mephastophilis for a wife, but Mephastophilis cannot
do anything related to marriage (a holy ceremony), so he summons a devil-woman instead. Marlowe’s play grapples with themes of sin, repentance, and damnation. Mephastophilis demands that Faustus certify the agreement with a deed of gift written in Faustus' own blood. Mephastophilis comes, but is frustrated that he has been summoned by two
lowly “slaves” (VIII, 39) for such a banal task. Faustus renews his resolve to give his soul to Lucifer. They also serve to accentuate Faustus' tragic flaw—his inability to recognise the seriousness of his pact with the Devil.Faustus’ Internal Struggle: The structure often focuses on Faustus’ inner turmoil, particularly in his soliloquies, which are central to
the character’s development. Language Difficulty Rating: 4 (slightly difficult), except for the opening scene, 7. The supernatural acts as both a source of Faustus’ power and a constant reminder of his spiritual corruption.Staging and PerformanceSpectacle and Special Effects: The play’s supernatural elements—such as the appearance of
Mephistopheles, conjuring of spirits, and magical displays—would have relied on elaborate stage effects, typical of Elizabethan theatre. These moments of levity provide contrast to the otherwise intense, tragic proceedings and highlight the play’s blend of tragedy and farce. Lucifer is a figure of ultimate temptation and evil. Marlowe based his script
for Doctor Faustus on this publication. Through its tragic hero, spectacular supernatural elements, and philosophical questions, the play continues to resonate as a powerful commentary on the dangers of overreaching ambition and the inevitable consequences of rejecting divine grace. Doctor Faustus is a scholar living in Wittenberg, Germany. Evil:
The play explores the moral struggle between good and evil, particularly through the conflict between Faustus and the Good and Evil Angels. It is based on the legend of Doctor Johann Faustus, a scholar who makes a pact with the Devil in exchange for magical powers and worldly knowledge. Mephastophilis returns and Faustus questions him about
hell before officially agreeing to his deal with Lucifer. Mephastophilis makes Faustus and himself invisible, and they conduct mischief as the pope and his cardinals attempt to have a banquet. This dichotomy is central to the play, as Faustus’ internal conflict reflects his inability to fully comprehend the consequences of his choices.Sin and Redemption:
Faustus’ refusal to repent, despite numerous opportunities, raises questions about the possibility of redemption and the nature of sin. They go to pray for his soul. Faustus then asks Mephastophilis more questions about hell. Back in Germany, a vintner (wine merchant) confronts Robin and Rafe about a goblet they have stolen. Mephastophilis goes to
Lucifer, and Faustus thinks that he has made a good deal. The play explores the Christian doctrine of salvation, with Faustus rejecting grace and choosing damnation, ultimately demonstrating the destructive power of pride and self-delusion.Free Will and Predestination: The theme of free will runs throughout the play, with Faustus repeatedly making
choices that lead him further away from salvation. Wagner informs the audience that Mephastophilis has taken Faustus on a grand tour of the world in a chariot drawn by dragons, in order to learn all the secrets of astronomy. He asks Mephastophilis to send demons after the old man, for making Faustus doubt himself. Faustus is a complex character
—intelligent, yet deeply flawed—and his inner conflict forms the heart of the play.Mephistopheles: The demon who serves Faustus after he sells his soul to Lucifer. The chorus delivers an epilogue to conclude the play, confirming that Faustus has fallen to hell, and telling the audience to learn from Faustus' example not to try to learn “unlawful things”
(Epilogue, 6) beyond the limits of appropriate human knowledge. Mephastophilis teaches him about the movement of the planets and the composition of the universe. He was suspected of atheism and treason, and his works often explored themes that challenged the social and religious norms of the period. No additional restrictions — You may not
apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. Key settings include Faustus’ study, which symbolises his scholarly pursuits, and various supernatural locations where he encounters Mephistopheles and performs magical acts, including the court of the Emperor and the Vatican.Symbolic
Use of Space: The settings in the play serve to reflect the tension between the mundane and the divine. Wagner informs Faustus that his company is requested at the court of a nobleman, the Duke of Vanholt. Faustus repays the knight's rudeness by making horns appear on his head. Once in Rome, Faustus wants to see all the city's monuments, but
Mephastophilis tells him to stay in the pope's private chambers and play a joke on him. Marlowe’s work is often regarded as a key example of Elizabethan drama that bridges the Renaissance period and the Early Modern era, combining elements of classical tragedy with contemporary issues of religion and philosophy.Historical and Cultural
ContextRenaissance Humanism: Doctor Faustus was written during the Renaissance, a period of cultural rebirth in Europe that emphasised human potential and achievement. Faustus is troubled and says that he wants to repent. Our Story: the famous theologian Doctor John Faustus is spiritually unfulfilled with his chosen vocation, teaching and
debating at the university in Wittenberg. A brief history of the phrase, The Face that Launched a Thousand Ships. However, there is also the question of predestination—whether Faustus is doomed from the beginning or if he could have chosen differently. Valdes and Cornelius give Faustus spell-books and Faustus is excited to begin casting spells and
summoning spirits. The pair is now headed for Rome. Watch the feature-length silent movie adaptation of the story of Faustus, from 1926: click here. Two scholars, who know of Faustus for his reputation as a scholar, wonder what he is up to and, running into Wagner, ask him. Faustus agrees but tells him not to ride the horse into water. An article
written by Peter Lukacs. Humanist philosophy, which prioritised individual reason, the study of classical texts, and scientific exploration, is a key influence on Faustus’ character. The supernatural settings emphasise Faustus’ break from the normal world and his descent into spiritual peril.Supernatural and Visual Spectacles: The inclusion of
supernatural elements in the staging, such as the appearance of demons and the magical displays Faustus requests, was revolutionary in Elizabethan theatre. The German emperor Charles V has invited Faustus to his court, having heard about his magic skills. In the middle of the pond, the horse vanishes, plunging the horse-courser into the water.
This makes Faustus want to repent again and turn to God. Faustus again decides not to repent. While Wagner is less ambitious than Faustus, his role serves to highlight the disparity between Faustus’ grand aspirations and the more mundane results of his magical practices.The Scholars: Fellow scholars of Faustus who, unlike him, stay within the
boundaries of academic tradition. Faustus immediately regrets the deal, but is distracted from his worries when Mephastophilis summons up a group of devils bringing various riches to him. Setting: Wittenberg, Germany; Rome, Italy; Innsbruck, Austria (B text only) Format: Verse and Prose Here we present the most famous drama from the
Elizabethan era not written by William Shakespeare. Angry, he attempts to confront Faustus, who is sleeping. As Faustus attempts to sign the agreement, his blood congeals, as if refusing to sign. Doctor Faustus is a scholar living in Wittenberg, Germany. These dialogues often act as reflective moments for Faustus, showing his torment and
vacillation.Comic Relief: The inclusion of comic subplots involving characters such as Wagner (Faustus’ servant) and the clowns adds a layer of satire and juxtaposition. Faustus orders Mephastophilis to do his bidding, but Mephastophilis informs him that he can do nothing that is not commanded by Lucifer. A group of friars attempt to sing a dirge to
drive away malevolent spirits. His decision to seek forbidden knowledge and power through magic reflects the Renaissance quest for enlightenment and mastery over nature. As Faustus' death draws nearer, he begins to despair and the group of scholars with him asks what is wrong. He tries to bargain with God, asking for salvation in return for a
thousand or a hundred-thousand years in hell.
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