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If	you	want	to	improve	your	guitar	skills,	it's	crucial	to	have	a	firm	grasp	of	the	fretboard.	But	let's	be	honest,	it	seems	like	a	big	mess	of	notes	at	first.Enter	the	CAGED	system,	which	will	help	you	make	sense	of	the	guitar	fretboard	in	no	time.The	CAGED	system	is	a	method	for	guitar	players	to	learn	the	fretboard	and	visualize	chord	shapes	and	scale
patterns.	The	name	comes	from	the	five	basic	open-position	chord	shapes	used	to	play	any	major	or	minor	key:	C,	A,	G,	E,	and	D.	The	CAGED	system	is	a	valuable	tool	for	both	beginner	and	advanced	guitarists	since	you	can	use	it	to:Play	any	scale	or	chord	in	any	key.Help	guitarists	learn	new	chord	voicings	and	scale	patterns.	Transpose	songs	into
different	keys.Create	new	melodies	and	improvisations.Understanding	the	CAGED	system	on	the	guitar	can	help	you	see	the	fretboard	as	a	series	of	interconnected	shapes	and	patterns	rather	than	a	mass	of	unrelated	notes.Here	is	a	brief	explainer	video,	but	make	sure	to	read	the	rest	of	the	article	as	well.If	you	ever	see	the	CAGED	system	mentioned
anywhere,	they'll	be	speaking	of	the	5	basic	chord	shapes.	The	individual	letters	in	the	word	CAGED	refer	to	these	chords:C,	A,	G,	E,	DThis	is	the	natural	order	of	the	chord	shapes	going	up	the	fretboard,	as	you'll	see	on	the	diagram	below	(using	C	as	the	root	note	marked	by	the	darker	dot):Now	let's	look	at	the	5	chord	shapes	of	the	CAGED	system	in
detail.This	is	what	the	open	C	major	chord	shape	looks	like.	It	is	a	basic	beginner	chord	that	you	will	undoubtedly	know	already.	Flet's	form	the	chord,	noticing	where	your	fingers	go.	Now	if	you	use	your	index	finger	to	barre	the	nut	and	move	the	chord	up	2	semitones,	you	would	get	a	D	major	chord	in	tonality,	using	the	C	shape	from	CAGED.	This	is
what	the	open	A	major	chord	shape	looks	like.	You	should	be	familiar	with	this	one	as	well.	There	are	a	number	of	ways	to	finger	this	chord,	this	is	my	preferred	one.	Just	like	with	the	C	chord	example	above,	if	you	move	this	entire	shape	up	2	frets	and	use	your	index	finger	to	replace	the	nut,	you	will	get	a	B	major	chord	using	the	CAGED	A	major
barre	shape.	You	should	be	familiar	with	the	G	major	chord	as	well.	This	one	is	a	bigger	chord,	so	your	fingers	will	be	further	apart.	This	is	my	preferred	fingering,	but	you	may	use	something	else.	If	you	move	this	shape	up	the	fretboard	by	2	semitones,	you	will	get	an	A	major	chord.	As	you	can	see,	the	G	shape	barre	is	difficult,	but	I'll	talk	about
overcoming	this	later.	The	E	major	chord	is	a	favorite	of	most	beginner	students,	since	it	is	so	easy	to	play.	It	is	one	of	the	first	chords	you	probably	learned	as	a	beginner	guitar	player.	Now	we'll	only	move	this	chord	shape	up	1	semitone,	to	arrive	at	the	"dreaded"	F	major	barre	chord.	Notice	how	you	are	forming	the	E	major	shape,	adding	your	finger
in	place	of	the	nut.	The	D	major	chord	shape	is	the	final	chord	shape	in	the	CAGED	system.	Again,	the	D	major	is	a	beginner	chord	that	you	learned	at	the	beginning	of	your	guitar	journey.	Moving	the	entire	shape	up	by	2	semitones,	you'll	arrive	at	an	E	major	chord.	You	don't	need	to	form	a	barre	here,	but	it	is	still	a	difficult	fingering	that	I	will
simplify	later	in	the	article.	These	are	the	chord	shapes	used	in	the	CAGED	system.	In	review:You	take	your	basic	C,	A,	G,	E,	D	chordsCreate	movable	chords	out	of	them	by	altering	your	fingering	somewhat,	so	that	the	initial	open	strings	are	held	down.Now	move	the	shape	anywhere	on	the	fretboard,	and	you	get	a	valid	chord	X	intervals	away	in
tonality	from	the	original	open	chord.As	you	can	see,	some	barre	chords	are	easier	than	others.	The	"G"	shape	barre	chord	and	the	"D"	shape	barre	chord	can	be	a	little	awkward	to	play.	I	alter	them	a	bit	to	make	them	more	comfortable	and	create	a	slightly	different	sound,	but	more	on	that	later.OK,	this	is	all	nice,	but	how	can	you	actually	use
CAGED	as	a	guitar	player?There	are	a	number	of	ways,	as	you'll	see	below.Taking	this	concept	of	moveable	chord	shapes	and	applying	it	to	a	single	chord	is	the	full	usefulness	of	the	CAGED	system.	The	system	maps	out	the	fretboard	in	a	logical	way,	because	you	can	play	any	given	chord	all	over	the	neck	using	the	CAGED	forms.	Each	shape	connects
to	the	previous.C	connects	to	A	formA	connects	to	G	formG	connects	to	E	formE	connects	to	D	formD	connects	to	C	form,	and	the	pattern	repeats	itself	from	hereBy	learning	5	chord	shapes,	you	instantly	know	5	voicings	to	any	chord.	Now	you	can	use	the	new	voicings,	or	just	partial	chords	to	vary	things	up	and	make	your	music	more	interesting.For
example,	if	you're	bored	of	playing	E	Major	in	the	first	position,	why	not	find	the	root	note	on	the	fifth	string	and	use	an	"A"	shape	barre	chord?	Or	you	can	even	take	it	a	step	further	and	use	the	top	3	strings	as	an	inverted	chord.Just	leave	the	lowest	strings	out	of	the	chords,	and	modify	your	fingering	to	make	it	as	comfortable	as	possible	like	so.	The
same	goes	for	every	other	chord	as	well.	Just	find	the	root	note,	and	apply	any	shape.	Each	of	the	twelve	major	guitar	chords	can	be	played	in	their	own	position	along	the	neck,	using	one	of	these	five	chord	shapes.The	diagram	below	has	the	root	D	(root	notes	are	the	black	dots),	so	the	graph	shows	all	D	major	chord	voicings	across	the	fretboard!But
if	you	were	to	move	everything	over	to	the	right	by	2	frets,	you	would	have	the	E	note	as	your	root,	so	you	woul	have	all	voicings	of	the	E	major	chord.You	can	use	CAGED	to	transpose	songs.	You	first	identify	the	song's	key,	find	the	corresponding	CAGED	chord	shapes,	and	simply	move	everything	up	or	down	on	the	fretboard.If	you	want	to	unlock	the
fretboard	once	and	for	all,	the	CAGED	system	is	a	great	way	to	go.	Here	are	some	specific	exercises	that	will	help	you	make	CAGED,	and	thereby	the	fretboard,	your	own.It	is	essential	that	you	learn	the	root	notes	for	each	position	once	you	know	the	CAGED	chord	shapes.The	C,	A,	and	D	shapes	have	2	root	notes,	the	E	and	G	shape	have	3	root	notes.
These	anchor	points	help	you	quickly	find	the	chords	across	the	neck,	if	you	learn	to	connect	the	shapes	via	their	root	notes.In	this	basic	CAGED	system	exercise,	you	need	to	play	a	C	major	chord	using	each	barre	shape	from	CAGED,	moving	higher	and	higher	up	the	neck.	Please	focus	on	the	root	note	locations	and	how	they	are	interconnected
between	each	shape	as	visualized	on	this	chart.Once	you	reach	the	top	chord	and	can't	go	any	further,	go	back	down	the	fretboard	using	the	CAGED	shapes	in	reverse	this	time.Now	form	your	standard	A	major	chord,	and	using	CAGED,	play	it	in	all	shapes	as	you	did	with	C	major.Do	the	same	for	the	G	major,	A	major,	and	D	major.Repeat	this	several
times,	every	day	for	a	week,	and	you	should	be	good	to	go.If	you	remember	from	chord	theory,	you	only	need	3	notes	to	play	a	major	chord.	Thank	GOD!	I'm	sure	you	noticed	that	the	G	and	D	barre	chord	shapes	are	a	bit	awkward.You	don't	need	to	play	the	entire	chord	shape:	The	root,	3rd,	and	5th	are	enough	for	a	major	chord.You	can	find	tons	of
chord	inversions	like	this,	where	the	root	note	is	not	the	lowest	note	of	your	chord.For	example,	here	is	the	diagram	of	the	C	major	using	the	G-shaped	barre	chord.	It	is	impossible	to	play	But	if	you	leave	a	few	notes	out,	you	can	still	use	this	G	shape	from	CAGED	to	play	the	chord.Remember,	it	is	a	proper	major	chord	as	long	as	you	are	using	the	root,
3rd,	and	5th-degree	notes	of	a	chord.	Here	are	2	examples.	Now	play	the	C	major	using	the	D	shape	from	CAGED,	without	using	the	note	from	the	D	string.	This	is	a	very	popular	inversion	of	any	chord	played	using	this	3-note	D	shape,	and	it	is	very	easy	to	play	anywhere	on	the	fretboard.You	can't	play	some	minor	chords	fully	in	the	CAGED	system
because	of	impossible	fingerings,	which	means	you	will	need	to	use	chord	inversions	in	these	cases.It	is	impossible	to	play	the	full	Cm,	Gm,	and	D	minor	shapes	as	movable	chords.	(Please	leave	a	comment	if	you	want	me	to	make	chord	charts	on	these	as	well).But	as	you've	learned,	you	only	need	the	root,	minor	3rd,	and	5th	degree	notes	to	play	a
minor	chord.	Like	with	the	previous	CAGED	exercise,	find	suitable	inversions	for	minor	chords.You	should	see	how	you	can	play	any	chord	on	the	CAGED	system	by	modifying	the	base	open	chord	shape	and	moving	it	up	the	neck.As	we	saw	with	the	minor	chord,	you	will	not	be	able	to	play	each	note	of	every	chord,	but	that	is	OK.You	can	use	chord
inversions	to	play	chords	anywhere	on	the	neck;	just	make	sure	you	are	using	notes	characteristic	of	your	chord.One	way	to	find	alternate	guitar	chord	voicings	for	your	favorite	songs	is	to	use	the	CAGED	system:First	identify	the	notes	in	the	scale	the	song	uses.	Then,	find	the	chords	played	in	the	song	in	its	respective	key.	For	example,	if	you	are
using	a	G	major	scale,	the	notes	in	the	scale	are	G,	A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	and	F#.	By	finding	all	of	the	possible	chord	voicings	for	each	shape,	you	will	be	able	to	find	many	different	ways	to	play	your	favorite	songs.The	CAGED	system	is	an	excellent	way	for	guitarists	to	learn	the	fretboard	and	understand	how	chords	are	related.	It	can	help	you	see	patterns
and	shapes	that	you	wouldn't	otherwise	notice,	making	it	an	invaluable	tool	for	learning	new	songs	or	improving	your	improvisational	skills.	Whether	you're	a	beginner	or	a	seasoned	player,	the	CAGED	system	is	worth	checking	out!	CagedIn	music,	a	barre	chord	(also	spelled	bar	chord)	is	a	type	of	chord	on	a	guitar	or	other	stringed	instrument	played
by	using	one	finger	to	press	down	multiple	strings	across	a	single	fret	of	the	fingerboard	(like	a	bar	pressing	down	the	strings).	Players	often	use	this	chording	technique	to	play	a	chord	that	is	not	restricted	by	the	tones	of	the	guitar's	open	strings.	For	instance,	if	a	guitar	is	tuned	to	regular	concert	pitch,	with	the	open	strings	being	E,	A,	D,	G,	B,	E
(from	low	to	high),	open	chords	must	be	based	on	one	or	more	of	these	notes.	To	play	an	F♯	chord	the	guitarist	may	barre	strings	so	that	the	chord	root	is	F♯.	Most	barre	chords	are	"moveable"	chords,	as	the	player	can	move	the	whole	chord	shape	up	and	down	the	neck.	Commonly	used	in	both	popular	and	classical	music,	barre	chords	are	frequently
used	in	combination	with	"open"	chords,	where	the	guitar's	open	(unfretted)	strings	construct	the	chord.	Playing	a	chord	with	the	barre	technique	slightly	affects	tone	quality.	A	closed,	or	fretted,	note	sounds	slightly	different	from	an	open,	unfretted,	string.	Barre	chords	are	a	distinctive	part	of	the	sound	of	pop	music	and	rock	music.	Using	the	barre
technique,	the	guitarist	can	fret	a	familiar	open	chord	shape,	and	then	transpose,	or	raise,	the	chord	a	number	of	half-steps	higher,	similar	to	the	use	of	a	capo.	For	example,	when	the	current	chord	is	an	E	major	and	the	next	is	an	F♯	major,	the	guitarist	barres	the	open	E	major	up	two	frets	(two	semitones)	from	the	open	position	to	produce	the	barred
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Acronyms,	Idioms,	Encyclopedia,	Wikipedia.		(kāj)n.1.	A	structure	for	confining	birds	or	animals,	enclosed	on	at	least	one	side	by	a	grating	of	wires	or	bars	that	lets	in	air	and	light.2.	A	barred	room	or	fenced	enclosure	for	confining	prisoners.3.	An	enclosing	openwork	structure:	placed	a	protective	cage	over	the	sapling;	a	bank	teller's	cage.4.	A
skeletal	support,	as	for	a	building;	a	framework.6.	a.	Baseball	A	batting	cage.b.	Sports	A	goal,	as	in	hockey	or	soccer,	made	of	a	net	attached	to	a	frame.tr.v.	caged,	cag·ing,	cag·es	To	put	or	confine	in	or	as	if	in	a	cage.	See	Synonyms	at	enclose.[Middle	English,	from	Old	French,	from	Latin	cavea.]American	Heritage®	Dictionary	of	the	English
Language,	Fifth	Edition.	Copyright	©	2016	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	Published	by	Houghton	Mifflin	Harcourt	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	(keɪdʒd)	Collins	English	Dictionary	–	Complete	and	Unabridged,	12th	Edition	2014	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	1991,	1994,	1998,	2000,	2003,	2006,	2007,	2009,	2011,	2014
[ˈkeɪdʒd]	adj	[bird,	animal]	→	en	cagea	caged	bird	→	un	oiseau	en	cageCollins	English/French	Electronic	Resource.	©	HarperCollins	Publishers	2005	Want	to	thank	TFD	for	its	existence?	Tell	a	friend	about	us,	add	a	link	to	this	page,	or	visit	the	webmaster's	page	for	free	fun	content.	Link	to	this	page:	In	a	moment	the	ring	of	spectators	would	break	at
a	point	nearest	the	caged	lion	and	the	victim	would	be	rolled	into	the	center	of	the	circle."Too	much	Ego,"	said	be,	peeling	the	fruit	and	offering	it	to	the	caged	devil,	who	was	rending	the	silk	to	tatters.Shortly	after	we	had	been	caged	the	amphitheater	began	to	fill	and	within	an	hour	every	available	part	of	the	seating	space	was	occupied.When	Don
Quixote	saw	himself	caged	and	hoisted	on	the	cart	in	this	way,	he	said,	"Many	grave	histories	of	knights-errant	have	I	read;	but	never	yet	have	I	read,	seen,	or	heard	of	their	carrying	off	enchanted	knights-errant	in	this	fashion,	or	at	the	slow	pace	that	these	lazy,	sluggish	animals	promise;	for	they	always	take	them	away	through	the	air	with
marvellous	swiftness,	enveloped	in	a	dark	thick	cloud,	or	on	a	chariot	of	fire,	or	it	may	be	on	some	hippogriff	or	other	beast	of	the	kind;	but	to	carry	me	off	like	this	on	an	ox-cart!	▲cage	them	in	cage	them	up	cage	them	up	in	cage	up	cage	up	in	cage	us	in	cage	us	up	cage	us	up	in	Cage	Williams	Abelman	&	Layden,	PC	cage	you	in	cage	you	up	cage	you
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